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CONSERVATIVES AND PLAID ON THE ATTACK... 


Vale Council defends 
4.8 per cent tax rise 


THE Vale Council 
is under attack, 
after deciding to 
go for an above- 
inflation council 
tax increase this 
year. 

Rival political parties 
were quickly out of the 
blocks, with statements 
denouncing the deci¬ 
sion, but the Vale 
Council Leader, Coun 
Neil Moore, responded 
by arguing that the extra 
cash was needed to sup¬ 


port the vulnerable and 
to protect education in 
the Vale. 

For the Tories, 
regional AM Andrew RT 
Davies said: “It is disap¬ 
pointing to see that the 
Labour-run Vale Council 
is now introducing a 4.8 
per cent rise in council 
tax to follow on from the 
record-breaking seven 
per cent hike in the 
police precept. 

“This will be a blow 
to residents and difficult 
to swallow when neigh- 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


homing Cardiff Council 
have confirmed plans to 
adopt Conservative poli¬ 
cy of freezing council 
tax.” 

He blamed the Welsh 
Government for not 
passing on money made 
available by Chancellor 
George Osborne to 
freeze council tax in 
England. 

However, Coun 
Moore said that the fact 
that the Vale was one of 


the lowest funded in 
Wales had forced the 
increase. 

He said: “Council tax 
payers in the Vale have 
paid a below average 
council tax for many 
years, but our council 
receives one of the low¬ 
est settlements in Wales, 
and does not qualify for 
the extra European fund¬ 
ing enjoyed by many of 
our neighbouring coun¬ 
cils. 


Looking forward to Spring produce influenced menus at 

The Came^Arrm 

LLYSWORNEY ^ 

dt 4 



ST DAVIDS DAY 
WEEKEND 

Enjoy a Welsh influence 

MOTHER’S DAY 

(Sunday 1 Oth March) 
and 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Classic Came Roast 

Bookings 12.15 or 2.30pm 



Back by popular request... 

WINE & DINE NIGHT 

(Wednesday 20th March) 

An evening hosted by wine sommelier Chris Rogers. 6 course dinner 
enhanced by six glasses of the perfect vintage’ for each respective course. 
A delight for discerning diners at £50 per person. 

Booking advisable. 

A date for your diary - 
Beer, Cider , Music Festival 2013:28-30June. 

Find us on Facebook: carnearmsbeercidermusicfestival 

FOOD SERVED: 

Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 2.30pm; 6.30 - 9.30pm, Sundays 12 noon - 3pm 

01446 773553 

Bookings I Details I Menu: info@carnearms. co. uk 
Llysworney, COWBRIDGE CF71 7NQ. Visit www.carnearms.co.uk 


“We are seen as a 
well-off county, but our 
constituents in many 
areas are certainly not 
affluent”. 

Coun Moore contin¬ 
ued: “We know this is a 
difficult time financially 
for many of our resi¬ 
dents and we are aware 
that increasing council 
tax will never make any 
local politician popular. 

“However, there is a 
need to protect the most 
vulnerable in our socie¬ 
ty, meaning we have to 
protect our spending on 
social services. 

“We are also commit¬ 
ted to protecting our 
education budget to give 
young people in the Vale 
the best possible future. 

“Welfare reforms, 
foisted on us by central 
UK Government, will 
undoubtedly add to our 
costs, alongside the 
growing demand for 
social services from our 
ageing population and 
vulnerable families 
placed under strain by 
the current economic 
climate.” 

Plaid Cymru pointed 
out that a 4.8 per cent 
rise meant that Vale resi¬ 
dents now face the high¬ 
est increase in south 
Wales. 

Plaid group leader on 
the Vale Council, Coun 
Chris Franks, warned 
that Labour would have 
to justify the above¬ 
inflation tax hike to 
hard-pressed Vale fami¬ 
lies. 

He said:“If the Vale 
Council is struggling 
financially, then that 
message must be passed 
to the Labour 
Government in Cardiff 
Bay, who are responsi¬ 
ble for funding local 
government. 

“Labour in the 
Assembly promised to 
‘Stand up for the Vale’. 
Yet all we seem to hear 
from Labour AMs is 
criticism of councils and 
reduced funding 

“The proposed tax 
rate is more than two per 


cent higher than infla¬ 
tion and comes at the 
same time as a seven per 
cent police precept 
increase by Labour 
Police Commissioner 
Alun Michael.” 

Band D council tax 
for the Vale will rise 
from £940.05 in 2012/13 
to £985.14 in 2013/14. 

The police precept 
increase means that the 
bill for that element of 
the council tax will rise 
from £169.92 to 
£181.28. 

Council tax payers in 
the Vale will also pay a 
fee to their local town or 
community council. 

This varies from 
council to council, 
depending on the size of 
the council and the 
financial committments 
that it has. 

Barry Town Council, 
for example, has set a 
precept of £49.80, while 
smaller councils may be 
considerably less. 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 


SPRINGTIME 

COLLECTION! 



SPRING 

was in the 

air as 

Marie 

Curie 

collectors 

took to the 

High 

Street in 

Cowbridge 

recently. 

Picture 

by MIKE 

WILCOCK 


MP raises raft 
tragedy at PMQs 

VALE MP Alun Cairns has raised the tragic 
death of young Cerys Potter - who died in a 
white water rafting day out in Turkey - at 
Prime Minister’s Questions in the Commons. 

Mr Cairns told The GEM that he had raised the 
matter because the Turkish legal system was pro¬ 
longing the agony of her parents. 

He told The GEM: “The company running the 
rafting day out during which Cerys died is being 
prosecuted, but there have been a series of technical 
delays. 

“This is causing Cerys’ parents, Terry and Julie, a 
huge amount of stress, so I asked the Prime Minister 
to bring pressure on the Turkish authorities. 

“David Cameron responded very positively, and 
said that he would do everything possible to get jus¬ 
tice.” 

Mr Cairns added that in recent years, there had 
been nine fatalities on such white water rafting trips 
in Turkey. 


Gavel Valuers & Auctioneers 


Upon instructions received from the Directors of Pressrite Limited 




UNRESERVED PUBLIC ONLINE AUCTION 

Assets of a Specialist Pressed Metal parts manufacturer. Including a range of 
HME, Cincinnati & Hare Mechanical & Hydraulic Presses ranging from 12 ton to 
75 ton. 2007 XZY E-Mill Turret Milling machine, 2008 BSA CD6241 SS & SC Gap 
bed lathe, 2010 Iveco 75E16 7.5 ton Curtain side truck, Toyota FBESF15 Forklift 
Truck, Atlas Copco GA15, GA18 and GA18SP Packaged Air Compressors, Dry¬ 
ers and Receiver, Workshop Tools and Equipment, 20ft Shipping Containers. 
www.gavelauctioneers.com for full colour catalogue and descriptions 
Public Viewing: 6 March 2013 between 09.30am until 15.00hrs 
Location: Bridgend, South Wales Waterton Trading Estate, Bridgend, CF31 3TE 
Online Auction Open Now, First Lot Closes from 10am, 7 March 2013 
Telephone: +44 (0) 29 21 68 00 69 
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Cowbridge link to 
National Anthem 


R eaders 

will have 
seen recent 
letters in The GEM 
about the com¬ 
posers of the Welsh 
National Anthem. 

The words were writ¬ 
ten by Evan James and 
the tune composed by 
his son, James James, 
both residents of 
Pontypridd, in January 
1856. 

Readers may not, 
however, be aware that 
the current conductor of 
the Cowbridge Choral 
Society, Carole Lloyd, is 
a direct descendant of 
Evan James, who was 
her (three times) great¬ 
grandfather. 

Both Carole and her 
family are very proud of 
their connection to the 
stirring anthem and what 
it means for Wales. 


Carole keeps the fam¬ 
ily musical tradition 
going with her input into 
the choral society. Its 
next concert will be in 
April, when choristers 
will be joined by 
Pontypridd Choral 
Society in a programme 
of Mendelssohn’s 
‘Hymn of Praise’ and 
Haydn’s ‘Nelson Mass’. 

New singers are 
always welcome to 
practices, which take 
place at the Cowbridge 
United Free Church 
(opposite the police sta¬ 
tion) on Thursday at 
7.30pm. More informa¬ 
tion about the choir is 
available at www. cow- 
bridgechoralsociety.co.u 
k. 

Phil Glanville, 
Pendoylan. 


‘Lobby health board 
on PoW cutbacks’ 


1 HEARTILY 
agree with the 
letter in The 
GEM recently in 
which Mr Huw 
Field expressed his 
concerns regarding 
the closing or 
downgrading of the 
Accident and 
Emergency Unit at 
Bridgend Hospital. 

There was a public 
consultation on this mat¬ 
ter held in Cowbridge 
Surgery, but this was so 
poorly advertised that 
very few people attend¬ 
ed. 

I was one of the pub¬ 
lic who did attend this 
presentation. There were 
fewer than 20 people 
there. The members 
from the health board 
were in a majority. 

We were told that 
A&E would be down¬ 


graded at Bridgend, but 
there would be para¬ 
medics available. The 
alternative provisions 
would be at Morriston or 
the Heath in Cardiff. 

At present, Bridgend 
serves a number of the 
valley communities, as 
well as Bridgend, 
Maesteg, Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge. 

The ambulance provi¬ 
sion in our area regularly 
fails to reach its pre¬ 
scribed target times. 

Whilst this is no fault 
of the ambulance per¬ 
sonnel, it is of very great 
concern to those of us 
who might need their 
help. 

I urge all members of 
the public to lobby their 
health board to reconsid¬ 
er the down-grading of 
provisions provided at 
the Bridgend hospital. 
Gwen Baty, 

Cowbridge. 


One way street 
for Rhoose? 

1 WOULD have thought it was about 
time the council did something about 
Trinity Street, Rhoose. 

You have cars parked each side of the road and 
traffic trying to go up and down. Would it not make 
more sense to make it a one way street? 

I end up having to stop for traffic coming down, 

I get rude signs from the drivers coming down, as 
there is nowhere for them to pull in as there are so 
many cars on the side of the road. 

Would this not be better being ‘down only’ as the 
bottom of College Road and Heol Dewi Sant are 
‘up only’, surely that makes sense for Trinity street 
to be ‘down only’. 

Rhoose resident. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 



PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news 



IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 

COMMUNITY RALLIES 
TO WARTIME MUSEUM 


T HE newly-launched Glamorgan 

Wartime Heritage Centre, based at 
the Barry tourist railway station 
on Barry Island, is proving extremely 
popular with local people, and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for their generosity and sup¬ 
port. 

Local people, businesses and organisations 
have kindly donated many items of local 
wartime heritage, which are helping our 
research team to piece together more untold sto¬ 
ries of the region’s wartime history. 

For example, one donation was a Merchant 
Navy ration card, an item that we had never 
seen before. 

I would like also to thank the Barry branches 
of the Royal British Legion, RAF Association, 
and Merchant Navy Association for their sup¬ 
port and advice. 

As we establish the museum, we aim to tie in 
with other military and Veterans’ groups and 
will be holding special VIP open days for them 
in the near future. 

Cadoxton Primary School also deserves spe- 


‘Blot on the 
landscape’ 

V ISITORS to Dinas Powys can 

enjoy a pleasant meal and drink in 
one of the the local hostelries, and 
admire the charm of the old world build¬ 
ings, the war memorial and flowers 
planted on the Twn. 

But they would now also be able to view one of 
the ugliest and inappropriate new housing com¬ 
plexities which has been built on a small area of 
land, crammed into the centre of the village. 

Who is responsible for giving planning permis¬ 
sion to the building of what, in my opinion, is an 
abominable mistake, and a blot on the landscape? 
Mrs Lesley Jeffery, 

Dinas Powys. 


‘KEEP YOUR 
GARDEN TIDY!’ 


S ADLY, responsi¬ 
bility and consid¬ 
eration, seem 
short in our daily lives 
- the council have 
spent millions of your 
pounds renovating 
areas of Barry and are 
still doing a fantastic 
job. 

However, to my great 
dismay, I find that many 
owners and renters of 
these wonderfully reno¬ 
vated properties cannot 
even be bothered to 
clean up their front gar¬ 
dens and keep them tidy. 

I would like to see a 
law introduced that 
would mean all front 
gardens and pavements 
should be kept to a rea¬ 
sonable standard by the 
resident or owner. 

Failure to do so would 
mean that the owner or 
resident would be fined 
or would have to pay the 
council to come along 
and do the work for 
them. 

On failure to pay for 


this, the council’s bill 
would be automatically 
deducted from any 
future sale of the house. 
If it were a council 
house, then the residents 
should be moved to a 
property without any 
garden. 

Perhaps the council 
could rethink about its 
rubbish collection? 

Would it not be better 
to pick up house rubbish 
from the rear of the 
property and use these 
rear lanes, thus keeping 
our streets free of litter, 
at least? 

Living in one of the 
best democracies of the 
world and supposedly 
being a sophisticated, 
intelligent, caring, fair 
and meaningful society, 
we should be doing a 
much better job than we 
are and set a heart 
warming example to the 
rest of the world. 

(Name and address 
supplied). 


cial mention, following their donation of arte¬ 
facts. Again, we aim to hold a special ‘thank 
you’ event for the kids. 

I would also like to thank the team at the Vale 
Centre for Voluntary Services for their contin¬ 
ued backroom support and advice, and 
Modelzone of Cardiff for their donation of 
model kits, which will be used to raise funds for 
the museum. 

By far the ‘cutest’ donation to our museum so 
far, comes from a 90-year-old visitor from a local 
retirement home. The lady crocheted a blanket 
for the bed in our Second World War Anderson 
Shelter, because “we had one like that in ours”. 

Of course, none of this would be possible 
without the support of the Barry Tourist 
Railway and our very dedicated volunteers. 
Thankyou to you all. 

Our next open day is on Sunday, March 10, 
check our website www.wartimeglamorgan.co.uk 
Ade Pitman 


Cancer support 
group’s thanks 


ENARTH 
fundraising 
committee for 
Cancer Research 
UK would like to 
thank everyone 
who came out on 
another very cold 
day to the spring 
fair on Saturday, 
February 23, and 
helped us raise 
£627.89. 

Our grateful thanks to 
all of you and for the 


continued support from 
the WRVS and our other 
many helpers. 

Our next event is the 
annual big breakfast and 
table top sale in All 
Saints Church Hall, 
Victoria Square on 
Saturday, March 16 from 
9.30am until noon. If 
you would like to book a 
table, please call 02920 
700996. 

Jenny Brooks, 

Penarth committee for 
Cancer Research UK. 



‘Don’t park on 
Stalling Down!’ 


1 HAVE been 
walking my dog 
on the north 
side of Stalling 
Down for a long 
time with great 
pleasure. 

But during the last 
two years, the ground 
has been churned up by 
people out of sheer 
inconsideration, selfish¬ 
ness and thoughtless¬ 
ness, to the extent that it 
is impossible to walk 
where the wheels have 
torn up the ground, par¬ 


ticularly during these 
months of bad weather. 

It will take years for 
the ground to recover 
from this damage. There 
is a small council notice 
which states that 
‘Private vehicles are pro¬ 
hibited on the Common’. 

I hope the people con¬ 
cerned will read The 
GEM and use their legs 
to access the Common 
and dispose of their rub¬ 
bish in the appropriate 
place when they leave. 

J Maddocks, 
Cowbridge. 


‘Guilty dog 
walkers beware’ 


A NOTHER good day to walk my 
dogs, get lead and take them out 
quickly before they have chance to 
foul my garden. 

Oh, the pleasure it gives me when my dog stops 
up the road and deposits 14 mounds of poo (is that 
a record?) on someone else’s drive and I can walk 
away without being seen - or was I? 

Well, Brendon View dog walkers be aware, your 
days are numbered. CCTV will be installed and you 
will be prosecuted. 

G S Rogers, 

Rhoose. 


_ Thursday, February 28th, 2013 

‘U-turn needed on 
the council tax’ 


T HE decision 
to impose a 
4.8 per cent 
hike in council tax 
for local residents 
in the Vale of 
Glamorgan is 
extremely disap¬ 
pointing, particu¬ 
larly following Alun 
Michael’s decision 
to put a 7 per cent 
increase on the 
police precept 
across south Wales. 

Vale residents are 
finding out that Labour 
administrations hit them 
where it hurts - in the 
pocket. 

As an Assembly 
Group, the Welsh 
Conservatives called on 
the Labour Welsh 
Government to take the 
money that came from 
the Westminster 
Coalition’s decision to 
freeze council tax in 
England and earmark it 
for the same purpose 
here in Wales - but to 
no avail. 

Instead, whilst resi¬ 
dents of councils in 
England are set to see 
the third successive year 
within a rise in then- 
annual bills, here in the 
Vale (and across Wales) 


many councils are set to 
impose record-breaking 
rises on rate-payers. 

It has been a difficult 
month for the Vale 
Council; last week, it 
emerged that residents, 
teachers and governors 
of schools initially ear¬ 
marked for closure had 
forced Leader Neil 
Moore into a u-tum fol¬ 
lowing a passionate and 
well-orchestrated cam¬ 
paign. 

Whilst we wait with 
cautious optimism for 
confirmation that at 
least two of these 
schools are to gain a 
reprieve, we can only 
hope that this Labour 
administration has a 
similar re-think over 
their plans for council 
tax. 

If the hike does go 
ahead, residents will 
find it a bitter pill to 
swallow. 

Andrew RT Davies, 
AM South Wales 
Central 

(Leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives) 


Patchwork service 


T HIS letter 
will, I hope, 
draw atten¬ 
tion to the woefully 
inferior service pro¬ 
vided in return for 
the council taxation 
levied in our area. 

It is obvious the serv¬ 
ice on offer is a patch- 
work blanket, where 
neither one size fits all, 
nor whatever we provide 
will do. 

It is undeniable that 
the refuse and recycling 
programme needs 
wholesale change and a 
review of methods 
employed. 

Encouragement/incent 
ive to recycle and min¬ 
imise waste is to be 
applauded, but the state 
our community is left in 
must stop now. 

I have previously sug¬ 


gested wheelie bins, 
especially considering 
that in this area the 
housing stock has facili¬ 
ty to store said bins, 
whereas the terraced 
housing off Barry Road 
and similar are street 
front properties without 
such luxury. 

In a commercial envi¬ 
ronment, the penalty for 
incomplete tasks and 
breach of contract would 
certainly be levied. 

Rhetorically, I ask 
would the Vale Council 
approve of council tax 
rebates for each incom¬ 
plete collection? 

Andy Edwards, 

Barry. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 28) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

21 Thur 

02.58 

7.3 

15.34 

7.4 

22 Fri 

04.07 

7.8 

16.33 

8.0 

23 Sat 

04.53 

8.4 

17.17 

8.5 

24 Sun 

05.32 

8.9 

17.54 

9.0 

25 Mon 

06.08 

9.4 

18.28 

9.6 

26 Tues 

06.41 

9.7 

19.04 

9.9 

27 Wed 

07.17 

10.1 

19.38 

9.8 

28 Thur 

07.55 

10.1 

20.14 

9.9 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Local man 
who attacked 
parents free 
after time 
in custody 


AFTER getting 
drunk, a Cowbridge 
man became 

involved in a seven- 
hour affray, alarm¬ 
ing his elderly par¬ 
ents in their own 
home, it was stated 
at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Matthew Herbert (39) 
threatened to harm him¬ 
self, assaulted his father 
and put a knife to his 
mother’s throat, prosecu¬ 
tor John Warren told 
Cardiff Crown Court. 

Herbert, of the 
Broadshoard, a man with 
no previous convictions, 
admitted a charge of 
affray and was given a 
two-year community 
order. He was placed 
under supervision for 
two years and directed to 
take part in a 10-session 
alcohol education pro¬ 
gramme. 

He was also ordered to 
pay a victim surcharge of 
£60. 

He denied charges of 


Bridge 

results 

RESULTS for 

Cowbridge and 

District 
(Llanble ddian) 
Bridge Club for 
Tuesday, February 
19: 

First, Sylvia Phillips 
and Judy Springett, 
60.56 per cent; second, 
Mearl Owen and Debbie 
Rosevear, 58.89; third, 
Brenda Grove and Pam 
Higgs, 56.67; fourth, 
Denis Barker and Joan 
Bird, 55.56. ME 


Report by AJ 
SICLUNA 

assault and threats to kill, 
and they were ordered to 
be left on the file. 

Judge Neil Bidder 
said: “You completely 
lost control of your tem¬ 
per when you argued 
with your mother and 
father and you became 
violent and aggressive.” 

He said psychiatric 
reports indicated he did 
not suffer from a mental 
illness, but was depend¬ 
ent upon alcohol. 

“You are a highly 
intelligent man and you 
had had very responsible 
employment.” 

The Judge said he had 
become withdrawn and 
took out his frustrations 
on his parents. 

“You don’t present an 
imminent danger to your 
parents.” 

By being in custody 
for three months, the 
judge said he had already 
received salutary punish¬ 
ment. 

Mr Warren said that 
Herbert lived with his 
parents Mr Colin 
Herbert, aged 72, and his 
65-year-old wife 

Elizabeth. 

There had been a his¬ 
tory of the defendant 
having domestic disputes 
with them. 

He suffered depres¬ 
sion and problems with 
alcohol. His behaviour 
deteriorated when on 
November 11, there was 
a seven-hour incident at 
the house. He was 
aggressive and bullying, 
and wanted a confronta¬ 
tion. 

He pushed his father 
and shouted abuse before 
kicking him in the groin 
and punching him in the 


eye. A relation of the 
family appeared, wres¬ 
tled Herbert to the floor, 
which calmed him down. 

The three persons left, 
and the parents returned 
later to discover that 
Herbert’s behaviour had 
not improved. 

He took a knife from 
the kitchen, said Mr 
Warren, held it against 
his wrists and put it to his 
mother’s throat, shout¬ 
ing: “You’ll be dead by 
tomorrow night.” 

He was arrested short¬ 
ly afterwards. 

Mr Herbert suffered 
bruising, abrasions and 
swellings. 

Interviewed by the 
police, Matthew Herbert 
accepted what he had 
done and said he was 
depressed because he 
didn’t have a job and felt 
lonely. 

He also expressed 
remorse and conceded he 
was drunk after taking a 
great deal of wine. 

In a victim impact 
statement, Mrs Herbert 
spoke of his mood 
swings for many years. 

Her husband, she said, 
suffered a heart condition 
and she was concerned 
her son’s behaviour 
would cause an attack. 

She said she noticed 
some time before Herbert 
had repeatedly stabbed a 
library book and said that 
she and her husband 
were “at the end of their 
tether”, struggling to 
control their son who had 
become a dangerous 
individual. 

Hilary Roberts, for 
Herbert, said that despite 
everything, his parents 
were prepared to take 
him back. 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna DVM, MRCVS 
Mrs Sonia Susanna DVM, MRCVS 

Special Offer: 

Your kitten or puppy 

vaccinated, flea 
treated, wormed 
and identichipped 
all for only £51.06 

MARCH OFFER 

10% OFF Flea & Worming Treatments 

Please email us at: westfarmvets@hotmail.co.uk 

so that we may update you on our latest offers, 
boosters and worming reminders 



North Road, 
Cowbridge 
01446 774016 


Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major 
01446 794972 


Students joint 
concert with 
Welsh Sinfonia 


ON Friday, March 
15, singers and 
musicians from 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School will be 
joined by The 
Welsh Sinfonia in a 
‘songfest’ of music 
through the ages. 

This will be the third 
time the Cardiff-based 
chamber orchestra The 
Welsh Sinfonia has 
come to the school as 
part of a project support¬ 
ed by the Arts Council 
of Wales. The school’s 
orchestral players, choral 
singers and talented 
soloists will join forces 
with the professionals 
and their conductor 
Mark Eager for work¬ 
shops, rehearsals and the 
concert. 

The programme 
includes well known 
songs or arias by Purcell 
Dido and Aeneas; 

Handel Serse; Jenkins 
Adiemus; Mozart 
Marriage of Figaro; 
Gershwin Porgy and 
Bess; and Bizet Carmen. 
‘Land of Hope and 
Glory’ - sung by every¬ 
one in the hall - will 
bring the evening to a 
close. 

The head of music of 
the school, Adrian 
Colborne, fresh from the 
triumphant production of 


The Sound of Music, 
says that these collabora¬ 
tions with The Welsh 
Sinfonia have really 
demonstrated to his 
musicians just what they 
are capable of achieving. 

“Everyone who takes 
part has got to know the 
players from The Welsh 
Sinfonia and their con¬ 
ductor Mark Eager by 
now, and the musical 
relationships produce 
some extraordinarily 
good performances 
through a combination 
of hard work, commit¬ 
ment, encouragement 
and example. We’re all 
really looking forward to 
this.” 

Mark Eager comment¬ 
ed: “The music Adrian 
Colborne and I agree for 
the programmes is not 
easy, but our players are 
enormously encouraging 
and supportive of the 
students, who work hard 
and achieve performanc¬ 
es they wouldn’t have 
thought possible. The 
past two concerts have 
been a source of huge 
pride to everyone con¬ 
cerned.” 

Tickets for the concert 
are £10 (£2 for students 
and under) from 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
(01446 772311) or from 
David Barnes Dry 
Cleaners in Cowbridge 
High Street. 




COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

I TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “ Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Sign 

confusion 

THE ‘For Sale’ sign 
situated in front of 
Ruthin Chapel is caus¬ 
ing some confusion to 
passing motorists. 

It does not refer to the 
chapel, but to a property 
on the road towards St 
Mary Hill. 

In the meantime, 
Ruthin Chapel continues 
to deteriorate and is now 
devoid of windows, with 
the door covered in 
obscene graffiti and 
hanging dangerously. 

St Carina’s 

THE family service at St 
Canna’s, Llangan, which 
took place on Sunday, 
February 24, was well 
attended. 

Thanks 

SPECIAL thanks go to 
Gill and Stan Harding, 
my Llangan neigh¬ 
bours, who came to my 
rescue when my car 


became immobile when 
delivering The GEM. 

Due to the very cold 
wind, I suffered an asth¬ 
ma attack but with help 
and a cup of tea, I was 
able to return home. 

My car is now waiting 
for the necessary repairs 
to be carried out! 


Vale of 
Glamorgan 
bridge 

MONDAY, February 18 
(19 pairs): 

1st John Henson and 
Geoff Tinkler 65.34 per 
cent; 2nd John Beard 
and Liam Sheridan 
59.38; 3rd Mary Moore 
and Tony Disley 58.52; 
4th David and Marion 
Stephenson 57.10; 5th 
Ray Smith and Gwynne 
Maddox 55.40; 6th Amy 
Owen and James 
Mangles 54.17. BS 



Would you like an honest, reliable 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


Space for Stories at 
Old Hall Gardens 


A NEW Space for 
Stories has just been 
created in Old Hall 
Gardens, 
Cowbridge by the 
Cowbridge Charter 
Trust. 

Situated outside the 
Library, there are nine 
benches to seat up to 36 
children and a big chair 
for the Story-teller. 

A generous Biffa 
Award, together with 
extensive help from 
Creative Rural 

Communities, has trans¬ 
formed what was just a 
dream in 2009 to a facili¬ 
ty that has enormous 
imaginative potential for 
our community and is 
absolutely free of charge. 

Biffa Award is a multi¬ 
million pound fund that 
helps to build communi¬ 
ties and transform lives 
through awarding grants 
to community and envi¬ 
ronmental projects across 
the UK. 

Since 1997, the Royal 
Society for Wildlife 
Trusts (RSWT) has been 
awarding grants to envi¬ 
ronmental and communi¬ 
ty projects under the fund 
name Biffa Award. 

The fund administers 
money donated by Biffa 
Group Ltd, a leading 
integrated waste manage¬ 
ment business. 

Under the Landfill Tax 
Regulations 1996, land¬ 
fill operators such as 
Biffa Group Ltd are 
liable for taxes on waste 
deposited in landfill sites. 

The Landfill 

Communities Fund 
allows them to donate a 
small percentage of their 
tax liability to projects 
working to improve com¬ 
munities living within 
the vicinity of landfill 

Thanks to Biffa 
Award’s positive 

response, rubbish has an 
interesting story to tell 
here in Cowbridge and a 
future story of long term 
community benefit. 

Following their proj¬ 
ect to repair the town 
walls, Cowbridge 

Charter Trust has been 
working to revive Old 
Hall Gardens. The 
Trust’s ambition that the 
gardens should be more 
attractive to both human 
as well as wildlife visi¬ 
tors, will come to fruition 



The Space for Stories. 

this year as the hundreds as works of the imagina- 
of bulbs, shrubs and tion to feed their own 
flowers planted over the inner lives, 
last two years start to The Space for Stories 
reveal their beauty is absolutely free. Groups 
throughout the changing from schools, play- 
seasons. groups, nurseries and any 

The Space for Stories informal group - all are 
came about because the welcome! 

Trust wanted our chil- The Library (01446 
dren to have a special 773941) will keep a reg- 
outdoor space where they ister of bookings to avoid 
could listen to stories of disappointment and all 
all kinds - the abundant are welcome to use the 
natural life inhabiting the space informally when 
garden, the story of their there is no booking. 
town and heritage as well 


Cowbridge celebrates 
Fairtrade Fortnight 


FAIRTRADE 
Fortnight (February 
27-March 6) is being 
marked by the 
Fairtrade group at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School and its 
Cowbridge town 
equivalent with a 
series of events. 

Art club pupils from 
the school have collected 
Fairtrade wrappers and 
assembled a Fairtrade 
footprint collage, which 
will be on display 
throughout the fortnight. 

A Fairtrade treasure 
hunt, designed by the 
pupils, will be taking 
place in Cowbridge dur¬ 
ing those two weeks. 

Twelve local shops are 


taking part and have 
generously donated 
prizes worth over £200. 
Entry forms (available 
from the school reception 
and from Living Coffee 
Shop, Verity’s Court) give 
clues to help participants 
guess what Fairtrade 
item is being sold in each 
shop. 

All entries, with a 
complete set of correct 
answers, will be entered 
for the prize draw. 

The six winners will be 
presented with their 
prizes by the Mayor, 
Coun Nicola Thomas and 
the headteacher of 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive, Mrs 
Debra Thomas, at Living 
Coffee on Saturday, 
March 9. 






SPECIAL OFFERS 
on selected 
Composite Doors 
during February & March 

Special 
Offers on 
selected 
Full Door 
Panel range 


Find 

01656 788403 -A 

www.bridgendwindows.com 

office@bridgendwindows.co.uk 

136 Newton Nottage Road, Porthcawl CF36 5EE 
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Llantwit Major’s 
Keirina in Capital 
Final ‘Swan song’ 


THE Welsh flavour 
to the Capital One 
Cup Final on 
Sunday, February 
24, wasn’t confined 
to just Swansea City 
- the Wembley 
showpiece marked 
the end of a 
Llantwit Major 
woman’s associa¬ 
tion with the 
Football League. 

For Keirina Rowland, 
aged 29, the day of the 
final was a day tinged 
with sadness and pride as 
she said farewell to her 
colleagues at the Fooball 
League after working as 
the organisation’s events 
manager for the last three 
years. 

Her father Nigel told 
The GEM: “Keirina had 
been planning for 
Sunday’s Capital One 
Cup Final even before 
the first ball had been 
kicked in anger last 
August. 

“With new competi¬ 


tion sponsors, there was 
additional responsibility 
to ensure that Capital 
One had a terrific start to 
their sponsorship of the 
competition. 

“The League Cup is 
often talked about as 
being the ‘Peoples Cup 
Final’ and Sunday’s 
event certainly lived up 
to that billing.” 

Acting as an events 
manager is far from 
glamorous, as Nigel 
explained: “In the imme¬ 
diate lead-up to the final, 
it means long hours and 
tough talking to ensure 
that what the television 
audience and fans see is a 
slick, well-planned 
event. 

“On the day, Keirina 
was in the event office 
underneath the stadium, 
dealing with all the 
issues you just cannot 
possibly plan for. 

“Thankfully, when 
they do occur they are 
few and far between and 
no-one is aware that 
there have been any 


Monte Carlo 
or bust for 
Cowbridge 


petrol 

CALLING all 
petrol heads! The 
2013 Monte Carlo 
or Bust Banger 
Rally is now open 
for entries and 
organisers are 
hopeful of finding a 
team from 

Cowbridge to burn 
rubber over the 
1,101 miles to 
Monte Carlo via 
France, 
Switzerland and 
Italy. 

The rally challenges 

Meet the 
Greyhounds 

LOCAL residents 
have a chance to 
Meet the 

Greyhounds with 
Greyhound Welfare 
around Cowbridge 
Town Hall from 
1 lam-2pm on 

Saturday, March 2. 

“People shopping in 
Cowbridge are welcome 
to give to our street col¬ 
lection to raise funds for 
ex-racing greyhounds 
prior to re-homing - as 
well as meeting grey¬ 
hounds and their 
adopters. The Greyhound 
and other dog charities 
are working together to 
find good homes for 
greyhounds,” said volun¬ 
teer helper John 
Richfield. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01446 
750663. 


heads? 

entrants to source a 
banger car for less than 
£250 and take part in a 
variety of Top Gear-style 
challenges along the way 
and compete for points 
and prizes. 

Teams are encouraged 
to raise money for a local 
charity of their choice 
and can share their 
progress with supporters 
back home via live GPS 
tracking. 

Inspired by the classic 
Paramount film, the 
three-day crusade will 
see over 100 of the finest 
British bangers visit 
some of Europe's most 
exciting locations and 
experience spectacular 
roads with backdrops of 
sun, sea, sand and snow! 

There are a series of 
prizes up for grabs 
including trophies for 
the best - and worst - 
dressed teams. 

Rally spokesperson, 
Cuthbert Ware- 

Armitage, commented: 
“I am laying down the 
challenge to the good 
people of Cowbridge to 
join me on Europe’s ulti¬ 
mate banger rally adven¬ 
ture. This is a brilliant 
opportunity to get your 
team into gear and expe¬ 
rience some of the great¬ 
est roads in Europe in 
some of worst cars from 
Cowbridge!” 

Monte Carlo or Bust 
takes place between July 
12-14 and more informa¬ 
tion can be found on the 
event website at 
www. montecarloorbust. e 
u 

SJ 


problems. 

“Keirina’s satisfaction 
came from the knowl¬ 
edge that fans of both 
sides left Wembley with 
fantastic and unique 
memories of their day as 
guests of the Football 
League.” 

Keirina has been 
something of a lucky 
charm for Welsh teams 
playing in English foot¬ 
ball. During her spell at 
the Football League there 
has been a Welsh pres¬ 
ence at every one of the 
events - the League Cup 
final, the League Trophy 
final and the divisional 
play-off finals. 

Nigel said: “Keirina is 
leaving with great mem¬ 
ories and experiences 
that will only hold her in 
good stead when she 
takes up her new role, at 
the beginning of March, 
as the operations and 
events manager at 
Longleat Enterprises Ltd 
in Wiltshire.” 

Nigel and wife Sue 
travelled up to London 
for the day to witness 
their daughter’s ‘farewell 


event’. 

Nigel said Welsh and 
English football could 
take a great deal of pride 
in the way the clubs and 
supporters conducted 
themselves. 

“We will remember 
two things in particular 
about that day at 
Wembley. 

“Firstly, on 70 min¬ 
utes, although well beat¬ 
en, all the Bradford City 
fans started waving their 
flags as one in support of 
their team. 

“Then came the 
riposte from the Swansea 
faithful as they clapped 
the opposition as one! 
Who said fair-play is 
dead in football? 

“Secondly, following 
the final whistle, there 
was the respect afforded 
by the players of 
Swansea City as they 
formed a guard of honour 
at the bottom of the steps 
as the Bradford City 
players collected their 
runners-up medals. Were 
they watching in the 
Premier League?” 


Why Linnea is 
so proud to play 


for LATCH 



Linnea Stenlund-Roderick. 


AYOUNG 
Cowbridge harpist, 
Linnea Stenlund- 
Roderick (11), 
proved a star in the 
making last 
Thursday, as she 
performed at a 
prestigious 
fundraising event 
in Cardiff for chil¬ 
dren’s cancer char¬ 
ity LATCH. 

Playing at the capi¬ 
tal’s Parc Thistle Hotel 
as part of their 2013 art 
exhibition, it was an 
especially poignant 
occasion for the 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
pupil as she herself has 
fought her way back to 
health after being diag¬ 
nosed with infantile 
leukaemia at the age of 
seven months. 

Having also endured 
a bone marrow trans¬ 
plant as a toddler, 
Linnea is now emerging 
as a musical tour-de¬ 
force. After starting to 
learn the harp only two 
years ago, she was 
accepted on the elite 


Junior Conservatoire 
Programme at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music 
and Drama last 
September. 

Now Linnea is proud 
to assist LATCH in their 
money-raising efforts, 
having also played for 
the charity’s flagship 
international polo event 
at Fonmon Castle last 
June. 

As a family experi¬ 
encing first-hand the 
charity’s support at their 
own time of crisis, 
proud mum Kari (44), 
commented: “LATCH 
gave us massive support 
just when we needed it 
most. 

“I always ask Linnea 
if she wants to play at 
these events and she 
always does. The fact 
that she wants to help 
LATCH is amazing. It’s 
a big thing to do for an 
11-year-old. 

“Linnea doesn’t like 
to see other children 
suffering and wants to 
help in any way she 
can,” her mum added. 


OAK FIELD JOINS 
THE REPRIEVED 
VALE SCHO OLS 

by PHILIP IRWIN 


PLANS to close 
Oak Field Primary 
School in Barry 
look set to be 
dropped, after the 
Leader of the Vale 
Council, Coun Neil 
Moore, issued a 
statement saying 
that the cabinet was 
opposed to the idea. 

This means that the 
cabinet is, in effect, dis¬ 
owning a report pre¬ 
pared by the Schools 
Review Group, which 
suggested closing three 
primary schools, 

Llancarfan, Llanfair and 
Oak Field. 

The proposed closure 
programme was blamed 
on pressure from the 
Welsh Government, 
which was unhappy with 
a surplus places rate of 
around 15 per cent, and 
wanted it brought up to 
better than 10 per cent. 

Last week, council 
statements said that 
Llanfair and Llancarfan 
would not be closed. 
Now, Oak Field also 
seems to have been 
given a reprieve. 

Coun Moore said: 
“The report will go 
before Cabinet on March 
4. We have now had a 
chance to consider the 
report fully, and not only 
are we unhappy with the 
idea of closing Llanfair 
and Llancarfan, two 
high achieving schools, 
but we are not happy 
with the recommenda¬ 
tion to close Oak Field. 

“The school belongs 
to the Gibbonsdown 
community, a struggling 
area, recognised by the 
fact it is a Community 
First Area, receiving 
extra funding and help 
from the Welsh 
Government. 

“We believe that more 
work needs to be done to 
help the school improve 
and we will not be sup¬ 
porting the closure.” 

Arguments are raging 
between Labour and the 
Conservatives, with the 
latter insisting that the 
cabinet has been forced 
into a U-turn. 

Labour, in turn, have 
blamed leaks and “scare- 
mongering” by the 
Conservatives. 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
said: “I am absolutely 
delighted that we have 
managed to force this 
about turn by the Vale 
Council. 

“Just one week ago, I 
joined a group of parents 
and the chair of gover¬ 
nors at Oak Field to for¬ 
mulate a plan of cam¬ 
paign and now, after 
being in a very lonely 
place, we appear to have 
succeeded, which is 
remarkable. 

“Only last weekend, 
parents met local coun¬ 
cillors and their local 
AM, and they refused to 
offer support, but it was 
those parents’ determi¬ 


nation and hard work 
that forced a change of 
mind. 

“I still want to see the 
cabinet go on the record 
with reasons for keeping 
the schools open, in case 
there is a change of heart 
in a few years time.” 

He continued: “This 
is one of the most 
deprived communities in 
Wales and the school 
plays a vital part in the 
community, in overcom¬ 
ing the difficulties that 
residents face. 

“The data on which 
the council appear to 
have based its judge¬ 
ment on is already out of 
date. The Local 
Development Plan 
(LDP) includes propos¬ 
als for 10,000 new hous¬ 
es across the Vale - a 
Welsh Government tar¬ 
get - which would 
expand Barry massively. 

“A mere fraction of 
this would bring new 
families and pupils to 
our schools. 

“Success breeds suc¬ 
cess, and I’m sure that 
the recent improvements 
at Oak Field Primary, as 
recognised by Estyn and 
also publicly by local 
councillor, cabinet mem¬ 
ber and school governor 
at Oak Field, Coun Rob 
Curtis, will encourage 
more and more parents 
to send their children to 
Oak Field.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
welcomed the news, 
saying: “Having met 
with Oak Field parents 
to discuss their strong 
support for Oak Field 
School, in the 
Gibbonsdown commu¬ 
nity, I am delighted that 
the response from the 
Leader of the Vale 
Council and the cabinet 
member for education, is 
that the school should 
not close. 

“I back this view and 
pledge my support to the 
parents, governors and 
staff, to ensure that Oak 
Field school pupils get 
the best education that 
the Vale can offer.” 

The chair of the gov¬ 
ernors at Oak Field 
Primary, Linda Ware, 
said: “As chair of gover¬ 
nors, I am absolutely 
delighted at this appar¬ 
ent change of mind. 

“I am very disap¬ 
pointed in the handling 
of this matter by the 
local authority and I am 
unsure if the decision 
makers have any idea 
the impact this whole 
exercise has had on all 
involved with the school 
- especially the children. 

“The headteacher, 
myself and the rest of 
the governing body are 
now going to have to 
pick up the pieces at an 
already sensitive time.” 

It is clear that there 
will be a number of 
questions to be asked. 


Last week in his column, 
Coun Neil Moore said 
that there would need to 
be changes in the school 
system, but it is hard to 
imagine councillors 
queueing up to sit on a 
new Schools Review 
Group. 

The group which 
came up with the pro¬ 
posals to close the three 
schools was cross-party, 
and was made up of five 
councillors: chairman 
Nic Hodges (Plaid); 
Rhiannon Birch 

(Labour); Howard 
Hamilton (Labour); Bob 
Penrose (Independent) 
and Eddie Williams 
(Llantwit Major First 
Independent). 

Their report was due 
to be published as The 
GEM went to press - 
even though the cabinet 
has already rejected its 
findings. However, any 
general strategy in that 
report could lead to 
speculation over which 
school might be next. 

However, Andrew RT 
Davies says that the Vale 
Council has no need to 


improve on a 15 per cent 
surplus place rate - 
pointing to an answer 
given to him yesterday 
by Welsh Government 
Education Minister 
Leighton Andrews. 

Speaking in The 
Senedd, Mr Andrews 
said: “I challenged 16 
local authorities with 
high levels of surplus 
places (either with over 
20 per cent surplus 
places, or a forecast of 
over 20 per cent, in 
either sector) to consider 
what progress they could 
make towards a target of 
15 per cent by 2015. 

“I then also asked the 
remaining six local 
authorities to provide a 
statement on how they 
would manage their 
places to that date, and 
what their anticipated 
position would be in 
2015. 

“Guidance on school 
organisation proposals 
sets out that ideally no 
more than 10 per cent of 
school places should be 
empty, and this may be a 
longer term target for 
some local authorities 
than for others.” 


Tax increase 
for the Vale 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 

Coun Neil Moore said 
that the council had 
dipped into its reserves 
to limit the increase: “We 
have taken £1.5 million 
from our reserves to help 
balance our budget, but 
have no alternative but to 
propose a 4.8 per cent 
increase to the council 
tax. 

“I hope that everyone 
understands that we have 
no alternative to make 
this increase, otherwise 
services would suffer to 
an unacceptable level. 

“The £218.7m budget 
for 2013/14 will mean an 
average Band D rate of 
£985.14 (excluding 
police and community 
council precepts), an 
increase on the current 
year of £45.09, less than 
£1 per week.” 

He continued: “The 
social services budget is 
under significant demo¬ 
graphic pressure in both 
children and young peo¬ 
ples services and adult 
services. 

“This budget allows 
for demographic growth 
and other pressures fac¬ 
ing social services, such 
as child placements and 
non-residential care 
costs. The total growth 
allowed for 2013/14 is 
3.8 million. 

“The savings required 
for 2013/14, at £2.15 
million, are in line with 
the original Social 
Services Budget Plan. 

“It will be essential 
that tight control over 
expenditure is main¬ 
tained in order that no 


further overspending 
occurs, so that no 
unplanned calls on 
reserves are required. 

“The Welsh 

Government has contin¬ 
ued to build into the set¬ 
tlement protection for 
schools, which is equiva¬ 
lent to one per cent 
above the change in its 
revenue funding alloca¬ 
tion from the UK 
Government. 

“To fulfil the WG’s 
commitment, we have 
ensured that the schools 
budget is increased by at 
least 2.08 per cent, after 
adjusting for changes in 
pupil numbers.” 

Independent Coun 
Richard Bertin said: 
“Having spoken to fami¬ 
lies in my ward about the 
planned increase they are 
all asking themselves 
just how are they going 
to cope. 

“Nobody likes to see 
an increase in council tax 
but 4.8 per cent is way 
over the top given the 
current tough economic 
climate. 

“If agreed, and it is 
likely unless Llantwit 
First say no to their part¬ 
ners, the impact on your 
purse will be massive. 

“I certainly know that 
the Independents on the 
Vale Council will not be 
supporting this increase 
and we call on others, 
including Llantwit First, 
to say ‘No’ to this infla¬ 
tion busting increase.” 

The council’s pro¬ 
posed budget, including 
the council tax rate, will 
go before full council on 
March 6. 
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Helen runs for 
her niece and 
research charity 


by TIM CHAPMAN 

A Llantrithyd woman is run¬ 
ning the London Marathon - 
on behalf of a young relative 
from Barry who suffers from 
pancreatitis. 

Helen Griffiths will be pounding 
the streets of on April 21 - and her 11- 
year-old niece Fern, a pupil at All 
Saints School, will be foremost in her 
mind. 

Helen (34) explained: “I’m running 
for my niece Fern who suffers from 
pancreatitis. 

“She has to go into the Children’s 
Hospital for Wales in Cardiff a few 
times a year when her pancreatitis 
flares up. She can’t eat for days until 
the problems subside. 

“Fern is in a lot of pain while she is 
ill but still has a smile for everyone 
and is very brave. 

“She has chosen the Pancreatic 
Cancer Research Fund as the charity 
she would like me to run for. 

“Sometimes she rides her bike with 
me while I run - people may some¬ 
times see us over at Cosmeston Lake 
,where we enjoy hot chocolate in the 
lakeside cafe afterwards! 

“At the moment, I’m running about 
40 miles a week in training, sometimes 
with my dog Debo, who was a rescue 
dog from Cardiff Dogs’ Home.” 

Running a marathon holds no fears 
for Helen. She has already completed 
marathons in Ireland,Scotland, 
Germany and Jersey, as well as Wales.. 
London will be her English marathon 
and she also hopes to take part in 
marathons in France and Italy. 



ABOVE: Helen, Fern and 
training partner Debo! 


Pancreatitis is inflammation of the 
pancreas and occurs when pancreatic 
enzymes that digest food are activated 
in the pancreas, instead of the small 
intestine. 

Helen pointed out that the disease 
has not been researched a huge 
amount in the past, and there has been 
little improvement in treatment over 
the last 40 years. 

She said: “We would love to raise 
£500 for the charity and we hope peo¬ 
ple will visit our ‘just giving’ page, 
justgiving.com/helen-grijfithsl2, to 
show their support.” 


FRUIT TREES PLANTED IN VILLAGE 


FOLLOWING a couple of weeks of 
drier weather, conditions were ideal 
for the planting of the fruit trees on 
the National Trust Lanlay Meadows 
site in Peterston-Super-Ely. 

Supported by the Creative Rural 
Communities under the Welsh Government 
Rural Development Plan, this project has 
been planned for some time by local people 
and has made great progress with the 
planting of fruit trees by the village. 

Jane Hutt AM joined the local team with 
Rob McGhee from Creative Rural 
Communities, to congratulate them on their 
commitment and dedication to safeguard¬ 
ing and sustaining the local environment. 

The Vale AM said: “As we carried the 
seedling fruit trees, all grown in Wales, 
across the Lanlay Meadows, there was a 
great spirit of optimism and pride in the 
development of the Community Orchard. 
Congratulations to all those who have made 
this possible.” 



ABOVE: The community orchard at Lanlay Meadows. 


Maendy YFC among the awards 


SINCE last 
October, Maendy 
Young Farmers 
have been busily 
rehearsing for the 
Glamorgan round 
of the drama com¬ 
petition - our play 
this year was 
A Canterbury Tale , 
a diverse story 
with clear morals. 

Having hosted a suc¬ 
cessful parents’ evening 
performance in Barry 
Memorial Hall on 
February 3 in which 
over 100 supporters 
came along to enjoy the 
play, as well as a dance 
routine by Glamorgan 
Hunt, we felt ready to 


take to the big stage! 

The drama festival 
took place over two 
nights, February 15-16 
in which the seven 
Glamorgan clubs com¬ 
peted. There was an 
outstanding array of tal¬ 
ent on show, ranging 
from murder mystery 
drama to the story of a 
gang of criminal nuns. 

Also held across the 
weekend was the ‘Time 
to Shine’ competition, 
in which each club 
could submit an act to 
perform between the 
dramas. 

Maendy’s exciting 
performance of the 
Spice Girls’ greatest 
hits, including vibrant 
outfits and choreogra- 


phy performed by Kate 
Thomas, Heather Jarvis, 
Emma Popham, Beth 
Jarvis and Christina 
Thomas, earn them an 
excellent second place. 

First prize went to 
Hannah Thompson of 
Llantrisant, with her 
beautiful solo perform¬ 
ance of ‘Lovebird’. 

Finally, the end of the 
night brought the results 
of the drama competi¬ 
tion: Maendy was again 
very successful, with 
Ieuan Rosser picking up 
the award for best actor 
and Richard Western for 
best director. 

The overall drama 
prize also went to 
Maendy! So we have 
now qualified for the 


Wales finals which will 
be held at the Grand 
Theatre, Swansea, on 
March 3. 

We would like to 
thank Richard Western 
and Richard Harris for 


all their hard work in 
producing the play, as 
well as all the members 
who have helped with 
set design and transport 
of the cast. 

Lydia Philips 


GENERAL 
REPAIRS & 
BUILDING WORK 


ps 


Has the snow broken your guttering? 

REPLACEMENT or RECLIPPING 
from as little as £60 


Bathroom Specialists 


Plumbing /Tiling / Carpentry etc. 

No job too small! 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com 


iTellfflSlSEEirai Mob: 


07927 652620 



r 


Escape the Rain 
Fly Vueling to Spain. 



Fly direct from Cardiff to 
Malaga, Alicante, Majorca & Barcelona 

Book your 2013 fl»ghts at 

www.vueling.com 

Cardiff airportB 
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SCHOOL PROM AN INTERNATIONAL 
OCCASION FOR ATLANTIC COLLEGE 




Pictures by 

ANDY WICKS 

THE American tra¬ 
dition of the ‘High 
School Prom’ has 
taken over in the 
UK in recent years, 
and the students at 
Atlantic College 
have embraced it as 
well! 

Given its interna¬ 
tional student body, 
it meant that there 
was a huge variety 
of dress styles on 
show - as everyone 
their hair down for 
the evening. 

Photographer 
Andy Wicks was 
invited along to 
take photographs, 
as the students 
entered into the 
party spirit. 

They also provid¬ 
ed their own musi¬ 
cal entertainment 
for the evening! 


_ 





















































Thursday, February 28th, 2013 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


CL 


THE GEM - 7 



Exciting developments at Western Vale 
Integrated Children’s Centre 

There have been exciting developments at the Western Vale Integrated Children’s 
Centre which has now been managed by the Diocese of Llandaff Board for Social 
Responsibility for nearly a year. Paula Malorey-Vibert has recently been appointed as 
Centre Manager to help develop the Centre to its full potential. 

The Centre has established a growing 
number of children’s groups; including 
a community led mother and toddler 
group, a local children’s and young 
people’s disability support group, a 
welsh medium playgroup amongst 
others. Six different borough’s 
children’s services departments use the 
Centre’s facilities to hold family 
contact sessions. With the Vale in 
particular currently holding sessions 
such as pupil support lessons, anti¬ 
bullying sessions, language and play 
sessions and also support sessions for 
parents held by the child psychology 
department as well as others. 

Whilst evaluating the current activities 
offered within the centre and the area’s 
community buildings, it was felt by the Board that there was a lack of facilities and 
groups for young people and senior citizens in particular. Also there were few 
opportunities or facilities for groups, clubs and evening courses to cater for the 
needs of the community as a whole. 

Colette Limbrick, the Vale of Glamorgan Council's operational manager for children 
and young people services, said: “The Vale council is delighted to be working in 
partnership with the Diocese of Llandaff on the continuation and development of 
services in the Integrated Children's Centre. 



Jane Hutt with Pam Percy (Centre’s Development 
Support Officer), Varaporn Nicholls (Centre’s 
Housekeeper), Sheralee Baldwin (Crawshay Court 
Warden), Crawshay Court residents Phylis Jones, 
Kenneth Wood, Keith Vaughan & Patricia Earl, 
plus local residents Brenda Percy, Trish Bennett, 
Sue Brooks & Teresa Macguire. 


Together we can ensure the centre reaches its full potential and continues to serve 
the community as a whole.” 


Paula explained that she felt the views 
of the community were needed to 
identify the types of activities and 
facilities that would encourage all 
generations living in the area to make 
use of the Centre as the Centre 
definitely has the potential to fill some 
of this need. A volunteer programme is 
also being considered, to provide a bank 
of volunteers to help provide some of 
the requested work and groups or to 
perhaps help run a community cafe. 

Invitations and posters were distributed 
around the local area inviting retired 
local residents to a free breakfast 
discussion. The breakfast, which included 
Fairtrade products bought locally; 
provided toast, jams, croissants and 
fresh fruit washed down with an 
abundance of tea and coffee. Jane Hutt AM, who was also visiting the Centre that 
morning, met with the group which included the Warden and a few residents of 
Crawshay Court plus a number of other locals. Jane Hutt said, 



“This is an excellent Centre which was funded originally by the Welsh Government 
and provides important services for children and families in the Western Vale. It is 
good to hear that there are opportunities for wider use by the community...” 


The next phase of the consultation now begins and Paula has called upon the 
services of the Gem to help distribute the questionnaires throughout the area. This 
will hopefully ensure that a wide cross section of the community have a chance to 
fill in the questionnaires and give their views on the types of services they would 
like to see offered. Paula would also like to draw your attention to the fact that all 
completed questionnaires returned will be entered into a £100 prize draw. 

These are exciting times for the future of the Centre and with the help of everyone 
residing in the community it is hoped that the Centre can become a focal point for 
all and the Board for Social Responsibility welcomes the much needed changes. 


Consultation Questionnaire 

All completed questionnaires returned by the closing date of 31st March 2013 
will be entered into a £100.00 prize draw! 

We value everyone in the community and want to provide a diverse 
range of activities and services to ensure that the needs of our 
community are catered for. In order to achieve this, we need your 
views and would therefore appreciate it if you could take the time to 
complete this questionnaire by ticking the relevant boxes. 

Do you think that the Centre currently offers enough facilities and 
features? 

□Yes □ No 

Please tick which facilities and features you would like to see in the 
Centre 

□ Community Cafe □ Rooms for hire □ Recycling Facilities 

□ Energy Efficiency □ Community Garden □ Cyber Cafe/Internet Access 

□ Skills Training □ Volunteering □ Car Parking 


Please tick which services and activities you would 

like to see in the 

Centre 



□ Community Cafe 

□ IT Classes 

□ Youth Activities 

□ Fitness/weight loss Classes 

□ Training Courses 

□ Dance Classes 

□ Birthday Parties etc 

□ Play Groups 

□ Arts & Crafts 

□ Luncheon Clubs 

□ Drug/Alcohol Awareness □ Food Bank 

□ Film Clubs 

□ Nearly New Shop 

□ Health Support 

□ Soft Play 

□ Language Classes 

□ PACT Meetings 


Other ideas: 


Please tick who you think could benefit from using the centre 


□ Children/Youth 

□ Organisations 

□ Elderly 

□ an 

□ Disabled □ Parents 

Are you: 

□ Male 

□ Female 


Please indicate your age range 

Under 16 16-19 20-29 30-59 60-74 75 & over 

If you would like to be informed of future events please fill in your 
contact details: 

Name: 

Address: 

Tel No: Email: 

COMPETITION Would you like to take part in our competition to 
rename the Centre. If so please write your idea below. Good Luck! 


Would you be interested in becoming a volunteer? □ Yes □ No 

All information shall remain confidential in compliance with the Data Protection Act 
1998 and will not be passed to third parties 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. Please return to: 

Western Vale Integrated Children’s Centre, Station Road, 

Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan,CF61 I ST. Tel: 01446 793030. 
Email: paulamaloreyvibert@churchinwales.org.uk or 
pampercy@churchinwales.org.uk 

Closing date: 31st March 2013 

Project Managed By: The Diocese of Llandaff Board for Social Responsibility - 
Reg. Charity No. 1037922 
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Councillor’s fears if 
car parking charges 
are introduced in Vale 


A Barry councillor 
has warned that 
introducing car 
parking charges 
could ‘kill local 
town centres’ as the 
Vale Council 

launches proposals 
for pay and display 
systems. 

Plaid’s Ian Johnson, 
who represents the 
Buttrills ward which 
includes much of Holton 
Road shopping centre, 
told The GEM that a 
recent Freedom of 
Information request had 
revealed that there were 
already more than 60 
vacant shop units in 
Barry. 

He said figures from 
the British Retail 
Consortium showed that 
footfall on Welsh high 
streets had dipped by 
more than 10 per cent in 
the past year alone. 

Coun Johnson said: 
“The focus up and down 
the country has been on 
revitalising town centres 
and trying to attract peo¬ 
ple back, rather than 
shopping out of town or 
on-line. 

“This threat continues 
to grow for towns like 
Cowbridge where there 


are plans for a new out- 
of-town shopping centre 
across the county border 
a few miles away in 
Pontyclun. 

“Now the Vale 
Council has announced 
plans to introduce car 
parking charges in our 
town centres which will 
put those shop local cam¬ 
paigns back to square 
one. 

“This proposal has 
been sneaked out in a 
budget line when coun¬ 
cillors were promised a 
full discussion on town 
centres after I questioned 
the cabinet member back 
in December. 

“Town centres in the 
Vale - in Penarth, 
Cowbridge and Llantwit 
Major and Barry High 
Street - all have large 
numbers of independent 
stores while Holton 
Road’s core shopping 
area was largely full of 
chain stores. 

“Now that those 
chains have pulled out, 
we must make sure that 
those spaces are filled by 
shops that attract new 
customers to Holton 
Road. 

“What won’t attract 
people is charging them 
for shopping in Barry 
town centre. 


“This proposal could 
kill Barry town centre 
stone dead,” he claimed. 

The Vale Council 
stressed that in tough 
economic times, it was 
responsible to examine 
all forms of income gen¬ 
eration to protect essen¬ 
tial services. 

‘CORE SERVICES’ 

A spokesman for the 
Vale Council emphasised 
that the Vale Council was 
one of very few authori¬ 
ties that does not current¬ 
ly levy a charge for town 
centre car parking. 

Miles Punter 

explained: “Regrettably, 
the extremely challeng¬ 
ing budgetary position 
that we and other coun¬ 
cils are facing over the 
next few years has forced 
us to consider all income 
generation and cost 
reduction measures in 
order to best protect the 
core services that are 
most important to our 
residents. 

“We are currently 
examining a range of car 
park charging options 
aimed at generating 
income, while also 
increasing parking 
turnover. 

“A number of the 
council’s car parks, par¬ 
ticularly those closest to 


our town centres, are 
used all day by com¬ 
muters and shop workers, 
effectively reducing the 
short term parking avail¬ 
able to shoppers and 
decreasing economic 
activity.” 

Mr Punter said the 
council accepted that any 
proposals to charge, and 
the details of any 
scheme, would have to 


take into account the eco¬ 
nomic impacts on the 
particular town centre 
concerned. 

He added: “It would 
be subject to the appro¬ 
priate consultation 
arrangements and I can 
give an assurance that 
this will be the case 
before any charging 
scheme is introduced.” 


THE first day of the 
year produce mar¬ 
ket held at the 
church hall was 
quite well attended, 
despite poor weath¬ 
er with some new 
stalls. The market 
is held on the second 
Saturday of the 
month. 

THE St Brides Major 
branch of the Mothers’ 
Union held its supper at 
the church hall on 
February 12. This had 
been postponed earlier in 
the year because of the 
snow. It was attended by 
49 members, who 
enjoyed a sumptuous 
meal prepared by Kate of 
Pool Farm. 

THE St Brides Major 
Community Council held 
their monthly meeting at 
All Saints on February 11 


NEWS 

THE 

THERE was no 
January members’ 
meeting at Penllyn 
and District WI as 
it was New Year’s 
Day; instead, we 
had a Saturday 
workshop on 
January 12, where 
Margaret Harris 
taught us beading, 
and we all made 
very professional¬ 
looking bracelets. 

We are very grateful 
to Margaret for her 
skills, enthusiasm and 


UPDATE FROM 
PENLLYN WI 


COMMUNITY NEWS 
ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


and this was followed by 
a planning meeting the 
following evening. 

BIRTHDAY congratu¬ 
lations to Philip - he 
already has his bus 
pass! 

OGMORE-BY-SEA 
Retired Residents met at 
All Saints when they 
were entertained by 
Adrian, who gave an 
excellent film show of 
his walk along the 
coastal path and 
Fishguard in west Wales. 
He also showed some 
interesting film of his 
visit to Tusker Rock. 

At All Saints on 


February 21, Geoff and 
Rhiannon told of their 
trip to the Holy Fand. 

On March 7, Linda 
Feagan of the Dogs 
Trust, will be present and 
on March 21 is the gener¬ 
al meeting. Following a 
break for Easter, the new 
session will start on April 
18. 

DON’T forget your 
ticket for the ‘Noson 
Lawen’ on St David’s 
Day (March 1) at the 
church hall - nibbles 
and homemade enter¬ 
tainment; 7.30pm, tick¬ 
ets £2 


her patience! We 
enjoyed our ‘festive 
meal’ at Fullbrook’s 
restaurant in Pontyclun 
on January 15, with a 
record number of mem¬ 
bers attending. 

This month’s meeting 
for February was held 
on February 5, and the 
speaker was Debra 
Fisher, gave a very 
interesting talk on the 
history of kings and 
queens in Wales. 

Members were given 
details of forthcoming 
local and federation 
events. 

Craft evenings are 
resuming again on the 
Wednesday 3 in the 
month, and will be 
geared to entries in the 
Glamorgan WI Show in 
July. Our craft evenings 
are well-attended and 
enjoyed by all. 

On February 11, two 
members attended 
Colwinston WI’s meet¬ 
ing, to receive the 
Glamorgan Federation 
‘s 90th anniversary 
book, for us to insert 
our page detailing our 
WI. 

Our pen-picture for 
the book was compiled 
by Rhiannon Cory, and 
on February 19, mem¬ 
bers of our committee 
met with committee 
members from 
Ystradowen WI, in the 
Red Fox, Penllyn, for a 
pleasant evening culmi¬ 


nating in the ‘hand 
over’ of the book, as it 
makes its way around 
the Federation institutes. 

On Saturday, 

February 16; our darts 
team took part in the 
federation darts 
Competition, but unfor¬ 
tunately, they were not 
the winners. Perhaps 
we’ll have better luck 
next year! 

On February 21, 
three members, Novello 
Peters, Jill Watkins and 
Jane Exell, were show¬ 
ing their flower arrang¬ 
ing skills in a ‘flower 
demonstration evening’ 
at Pencoed College. 

Our next members’ 
meeting will be on , 
March 5, at 7.30pm, in 
the village hall and 
speaker Don Llewellyn 
is, talking about ‘My 
garden, trials and tri¬ 
umphs.’ 

New members are 
always warmly wel¬ 
comed; we meet on the 
first Tuesday in every 
month (except August), 
at 7.30pm in Penllyn 
Village Hall. For further 
information, contact 
Novello (01656 674191) 
or Marjorie (01656 
647115). 

MN 
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APPLIANCE & 
COOKWARE CENTRE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 
MACHINES 
From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories . 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock . 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING MARCH 

Only with this voucher 


[DISCOUNTS FOR THE] 
OVER 60s on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 

ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG 4 


Throughout the Vale, expanded to cover 
Cowbridge and surrounding areas. 

Llantwit Cars 

Private/Corporate Travel 
1- 57 Passengers 
Luxury Vehicles 
Airport Trips 
Holiday Packages 
Day Trips 

Why choose to travel 
with Llantwit Cars? 

• Local, friendly business 

• Competitive rates 

• Fully insured and licensed 

• Any distance covered 

• All drivers CRB checked 

Llantwit Cars (Taxi Service): 01446 79 4545 
Llantwit Cars (Minibus Hire): 01446 79 2110 

www. I lantwittravel .co. u k 
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Celebrating St David’s Day 
and Welsh culture in Vale 


O UR children and 
young people will 
enjoy the annual 
celebrations that take 
place in our schools on 
St David’s Day. 

The costumes, Welsh hats, 
leeks and daffodils will be 
worn and there will be singing, 
dancing and learning about our 
Patron Saint for Wales. 

It is a very special day for 
Wales. 

Our young people embrace 
the learning and the message 
on St. David's Day and show 
their pride in their Welsh histo¬ 
ry and culture in so many 
ways throughout the year. 
YOUTH FORUM 
Last week, I was pleased to 
meet with the Vale Youth 
Forum who were keen to hear 
more about the Vale Youth 
Council which the Vale 
Council is setting up with their 
support. 

Young people between 11 
and 25 years old will also be 
able to vote for a Youth Mayor 
to represent the voice of young 
people in the Vale. 


The Vale Youth Forum 
members who attended this 
meeting in the Civic Offices 
came from Barry, Penarth and 
the western Vale and they will 
be consulted about the way 
forward in developing the 
Youth Council. 

The Chair of the Vale Youth 
Forum, Jess Peters, was enthu¬ 
siastic about the prospects for 
young people as a representa¬ 
tive from the all Wales Youth 
Assembly, Funky Dragon. 

I also met with pupils last 
week who took part in the 
Race Equality First Art 
Competition for the Schools 
Against Racism 2013 
Calendar. 

The winning entries includ¬ 
ed Lauren Taylor and 
Rhinanna Jones from Bryn 
Hafren Comprehensive School. 

Lauren’s message was: “We 
may look different but we all 
belong to one human race!” 

Rhianna had the simple 
message ‘Equal’ beneath a 
heart encompassing many 
national flags of the world. I 
also praised three-year-old 
Dionne Brooks from Cadoxton 


Nursery for her entry for 
January 2013. 

We have thoughtful chil¬ 
dren and young people who 
are learning about the benefits 
of living in a diverse Wales, 
thanks to inspiring teachers 
and parents. 

DAFFODIL APPEAL 

On Tuesday, I had the priv¬ 
ilege of hosting the Great 
Daffodil Appeal Launch on 
behalf of Marie Curie in the 
Senedd. 

I also launched the appeal 
last year and this event pro¬ 
vides an opportunity for Marie 
Curie to inform Assembly 
Members and guests about 
their vital work in Wales, car¬ 
ried out in partnership with the 
NHS. 

With over 120 attending this 
important event, this provided 
me with the opportunity con¬ 
gratulate Marie Curie for their 
commitment to serving Wales 
and to thank the volunteers 
and fundraising groups for 
their hard work, including 
groups that are active in the 
Vale. 

The Marie Curie Daffodil 


Appeal has made an enormous 
impact during the St David’s 
Day festivities as we all know 
someone who has benefited 
from the exceptional care and 
commitment at the Marie 
Curie Hospice and through 
their community services. 

Celebrations of St David’s 
Day follow exciting sporting 
successes last weekend which 
all boost the morale in chal¬ 
lenging times. We need to rise 
to those challenges using our 
powers, responsibilities and 
resources effectively. 

SILK COMMISSION 

The Welsh Government’s 
evidence to the Silk 
Commission on Devolution in 
Wales, published last week, 
was very clear about the pow¬ 
ers of the National Assembly. 

We said that we have a 
commitment to a devolved 
future for Wales within the 
United Kingdom and that we 
should have the powers to 
enable us to improve the quali¬ 
ty of life of people in Wales. 

That is what I believe we 
are all working for in Wales. 
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by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) 

\) 


FROM RADIO-1 TO 
CYRES SOUND! 


Vale thieves 
steal 12 water 
drainage grids 


RADIO waves of 
excitement spread 
through St Cyres 
School in Penarth as 
pupils were visited 
by former-Radio l’s 
newsreader 
Dominic Byrne, for 
a day of voice train¬ 
ing and vocal 
recording tech¬ 
niques. 

He left The Chris 
Moyles Show, which was 
Radio l’s breakfast show, 
in September and has 
since been training radio 
presenters and profes¬ 
sional speakers, but this 
was the first school he 
had ever visited. 

He was really 
impressed with the pupils 
and, after spending just a 
small amount of time 
with them, he was really 

Roadworks 

A 4226, Five Mile Lane 

- temporary traffic con¬ 
trol. 

A48 at Sycamore Cross 
junction between 

Bonvilston and St 
Nicholas - temporary 
traffic control. 

Caerau Lane, Wenvoe 
and its junction with 
Quarry Road, Wenvoe - 
road closure. 

Moulton, Llancarfan - 
road closure. 


surprised at how much 
they learned. 

The BTEC performing 
arts students have to 
complete course work on 
vocal performance so 
they spent individual 
time with Dom reading 
monologues and record¬ 
ing their performances. 

He then gave advice 
and guidance on how 
they could sound more 
realistic and natural and 
then recorded their per¬ 
formances again. Pupils 
were amazed at the 
improvements they made 
in such a short space of 
time. 

Director of the per¬ 
forming arts faculty, Mrs 
Fowler-Thomas, said: 
“The BTEC course is 
extremely hands-on, 
allowing pupils to gain 
real life experience ready 
for entering the industry. 

“So far the class has 
had training from a West 
End actor in Blood 
Brothers, they have visit¬ 
ed various media compa¬ 
nies and now they have 
had training from one of 
the most famous radio 
news readers and voices 
in the country.” 

St Cyres School has its 
own radio station, Cyres 
Sound which can be lis¬ 
tened to from the 
school’s website 

(www. stcyres. org). 

Since Cyres Sound 


launched in September 
2011, it has been an 
absolute hit with the 
pupils who organise, pro¬ 
duce and present their 
own shows during lunch 
times and after school. 

It has also proved to 
be a great learning tool 
for the pupils, helping 
them to develop lots of 
essential skills. 

When pupils are not in 
the studio, the radio sta¬ 
tion still broadcasts hit 
songs 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year. 

Music teacher and 
Cyres Sound co-ordina- 
tor, Mr Hopkin, said: 
“Dom has so much expe¬ 
rience and has spent 
years on such a high-pro¬ 
file show that to hear his 
voice on our school radio 
station was unbelievable. 

“He was such nice 
person who got on so 
well with all of us and we 
hope to use him again for 
next year’s class. 

“The performing arts 
faculty in St Cyres 
School is a really excit¬ 
ing place to be, with fur¬ 
ther plans to expand the 
radio station by adding a 
video feed from the stu¬ 
dio so that the listeners 
can see the pupils broad¬ 
casting live. Watch this 
space!” 

SB 


METAL thieves 
have stolen 12 high¬ 
way surface water 
drainage gully grids 
across the Yale. 

A Vale Council 
spokeswoman said: 
“Nine grids were thought 
to have been stolen 
overnight between 
February 19-20. 

“Five drainage grids 
were stolen from 
Arlington Road, Sully; 
three grids were stolen 
from the Dinas Powys 
area - one from Denbigh 
Road, another from 
Dunraven Close, and 
Lettons Way. The thieves 
also stole a grid from the 
Pontsarn area near 

PACT 

meetings 

CADOC PACT, 

Palmerston Community 
Learning Centre on 
March 6 at 6pm. 
CORNERSWELL 
PACT, Fairfield Primary 
School, Dryden Road on 
March 4 at 6pm. 
PLYMOUTH PACT, 
Lower Penarth 

Community Centre, 
Brockhill Way, March 6 
at 7pm. 


Pendoylan.” 

She added that a fur¬ 
ther three grids were 
reported stolen on 
February 21 morning; 
one gully grid was stolen 
from Brockhill Rise in 
Penarth, another from 
Edith Road, Dinas Powys 
and also from 
Brooklands Terrace near 
Culverhouse Cross. 

All 12 thefts have 
been reported to the 
police and it is estimated 
the cost of replacing each 
grid will be in the region 
of £200. 


The council’s highway 
works manager, Stephen 
Bowen, said: “We’re ask¬ 
ing the public to please 
be aware that these thefts 
have taken place, and are 
continuing to take place 
in the Vale. If you see 
anything suspicious, per¬ 
haps involving a van or 
vehicle in your street, or 
you notice any unusual 
activity on one of the 
roads, please contact the 
council or the police with 
any details.” 



* Wide range of quality fabric 
and wall coverings. 


* Lamps/cushions and gifts. 

* NEW stock coming soon. 

* Why not take advantage of 
our FREE measuring service 
with NO obligation to buy. 

*10% discount on any orders 
placed in March, on all our 
curtain, blinds, and wall coverings 



A Cornerswcll - 9 *i>d 10 March 
St Augintine'i • 23 and 24 March 


Ut ui know d ary potkcirt in your 
ward from M u ndby through to Fridtay 
pnor u> cr*c weekend shown abom 


Tackling potholvs acro»* thf 


m 


M IIWI will 


CONTACT US THE WEEK BEFORE WE ARE IN YOUR WARO 


* Recommend a friend, who 
places an order and receive a 
£25 gift voucher. 

*NEW SAVINGS CLUB 
NOW AVAILABLE. 

118a Park Crescent, 
Barry CF62 6HE 

Telephone 01446 700500 
www.room-designs.com 


News from the 
Vale Ramblers 


THE warm spring 
sunshine bought out 
The Vale Ramblers’ 
in force, when 39 of 
us walked two walks 
recently. 

On February 12, 10 
walkers enjoyed our 
monthly history walk. 
After visiting the inter¬ 
esting 12th century St 
James Church, Wick, we 
then walked from the vil¬ 
lage green situated at the 
East end of the village 
across the fields to 
Llandow village. 

We all enjoyed the 
fresh breeze and views to 
the west, north and east 
of us: in Llandow we 
strolled around the pretty 
village, noting places of 
interest and stopping for 
a break while looking 
around the Trinity church 
area. 

We continued our 
walk towards 

Cleminstone. The history 
around this estate is plen¬ 
tiful, and the rolling 
country side is very 
attractive. 

We then continued 
back to Wick arriving on 
the west side of the vil¬ 
lage. 

On Sunday, February 


17, 29 walkers walked 
from Wenvoe and the 
warm spring sunshine 
was out from the start. 

Everyone was full of 
enthusiasm to be out 
walking on such a lovely 
day. Our leaders led us 
out of the attractive vil¬ 
lage of Wenvoe. We 
walked in a figure of 
eight over pretty country¬ 
side to Michaelston le Pit 
and back to Wenvoe. 

The route took in love¬ 
ly views surrounding us 
in every direction as we 
walked. What a pleasure 
to sit for breaks in the 
sunshine. To also see the 
snowdrops and spring 
flowers coming out. 

The two walks were 
obviously very muddy 
but what a bonus, the 
floods were disappearing 
and thanks to diligent 
leaders, we were able to 
complete the walks with¬ 
out having to turn back. 

Every one will get a 
warm welcome when you 
join us for the 
spring/summer walks. 
For details of future 
walks, visit www.vale- 
ofglamorganr amblers, co 
.uk. 

Margaret Scott 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 

tt ft 31 % W -* 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


• The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 


Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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CARDIFF 
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VALE MP’s VIEWPOINT 

Vale Council's 'panic and 
chaos’ over school closures 


T WO weeks ago, I wrote in 
this regular column about 
the proposals to close 
three primary schools in the 
Vale. 

Since that article I have barely been 
able to believe how the local authority 
has reacted in relation to the issue of 
their own school closures. As GEM 
readers will be well aware, the three 
schools involved are Llanfair and 
Llancarfan in the rural Vale and Oak 
Field Primary in the heart of 
Gibbonsdown in Barry. 

I’m certain that the public outcry 
from parents and governors at the two 
rural schools and the support from The 
GEM caused panic and a quick change 
of mind by the cabinet member respon¬ 
sible for children’s services, about the 
proposed closure of Llanfair and 
Llancarfan Primary Schools. Oak Field 
was left hanging, without even the 
courtesy of a visit from any councillor 
or Assembly Member. 

Oak Field is one of Barry’s fastest 
improving schools. Over the last 12 
months it has been recognised by Estyn 
for the improvements and at the end of 
2012, local councillor and member of 
the Vale cabinet, Coun Rob Curtis, 
wrote to the local press congratulating 
the school on its improvements. 

I attended the public meeting at the 
school last week as parents and gover¬ 
nors looked to co-ordinate their cam¬ 
paign to fight the proposed closure. It 
is obvious to me that parents are angry 
and are up for the fight. 

They feel let down by councillors 
they thought they could trust - none of 
whom attended their public meeting, 
including one that sits as a governor for 
Oak Field. 



Vale MP Alun Cairns 

reports to GEM readers 


The contrast is remarkable. As soon 
as there was a change of policy, with a 
plan not to close Llanfair and 
Llancarfan, the cabinet member for 
children’s services, Coun Elmore was 
keen to visit the schools, seemingly to 
claim credit. 

Oak Field Primary is in one of the 
most deprived communities in Wales 
and the school plays a vital part within 
the community. It is as important to the 
area of Gibbonsdown as any other 
school is to any other community. Until 
this week, there had been no interest in 
visiting Oak Field. 

However, as we go to press, the word 
is out that the Vale cabinet is also with¬ 
drawing from closing Oak Field. This 
smacks of panic and chaos. 

I will be truly delighted if the parents 
win the day, but we cannot guarantee 
that to be the case until the final votes 
are taken on March 4. The cabinet is in 
chaos, with very different views being 


expressed from one day to the next. 
Presumably, nothing would stop them 
from changing their minds again? 

Success breeds success, and I’m sure 
that the recent improvements at Oak 
Field Primary, as recognised by Estyn 
and others, will encourage more parents 
to use the school. 

This has also drawn a strong sense of 
community feeling from parents and I 
know they will want to play a full part 
in securing the school’s success. I am 
determined to do all possible to support 
them. 

There are several lessons that stem 
from this chaotic saga. The first is that 
parents can win the day when their 
arguments are sensible and logical. 
Secondly, the local authority need to be 
open and transparent and should not put 
headteachers and chairmen of governors 
in such an impossible position. 

The authority also need to lobby the 
Welsh Government for greater freedom 
in organising schools. It is their policy 
that led to such a chaotic position. 

Finally, pupils need to be at the cen¬ 
tre of all decisions. This sorry tale has 
worried and traumatised young chil¬ 
dren; many assumed they wouldn’t see 
their friends again and thought that they 
wouldn’t be able to go to school. 

I congratulate all the parents, gover¬ 
nors and pupils for their campaigning. 
The communities pulled together and 
deserve full recognition for their tri¬ 
umph. 

To guarantee their long term futures, 
we need specific reasons why the cabi¬ 
net do not want to close the schools. 

Should we return to this position in a 
year or two, we need to be able to 
revert to the reasons why to block any 
future plan for closure. 


HERO OR VILLAIN? 


DAVID EPHRAIM 
will be speaking to 
members of 
Penarth Aviation 
Society about the 
life and times of 
Italo Balbo, Italy’s 
pioneering Air 
Marshal on Friday 
March 1. 

Italo Balbo became 
marshal of the infant 
Italian Air force in 1929 
when he was 32 years 
old, and gave his name 
to large formation 
flights of aircraft, still 
called ‘balbos’. 

In the early days of 
flying, the Italian was 
feted as a hero when in 
1930 he organised inter¬ 
continental flights, 
which included 12 
Savola Marchetti flying 
boats from Tuscany to 
Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, 
and another formation 
flight of 22 seaplanes 
from northern Italy to 
Chicago. 

President Roosevelt 
asked him to lunch, the 


Sioux Indians made him 
Chief Flying Eagle, and 
streets were, and still 
are, named after him. 

He was also a Fascist 
and leader of gangs of 
thugs and bullies who 
beat up and murdered 
socialists and commu¬ 
nists. During the war 
flying over Tobruk he 
was shot down and 
killed by mistake by his 
own side. 

He leaves a complex 
reputation: was he a 
brave man (he invited a 
Jew to a special lunch 
with Hitler, who was 
furious); a patriot (he 


called Mussolini 
‘Hitler’s shoe-shine 
boy’ and thought Italy 
was fighting on the 
wrong side, and 
Mussolini called him a 
‘democratic pig’); a dar¬ 
ing and imaginative avi¬ 
ator; a violent criminal 
- or all four? 

Penarth Aviation 
Society meets at the 
Penarth Conservative 
Club at 7.45pm for 8pm 
on the first Friday of 
each month. Visitors are 
welcome. Further 
information from David 
Ephraim (01446 
721321). 


St David’s Day in 
Belvedere Park 

BELVEDERE Park is hosting a St David’s 
Day competition for the best Welsh costume 
inm Barry on Friday, March 1 at 4pm. 

There will he prizes for first, second and third 
places free refreshments and Welsh cakes in the 
Community Cafe. 

To find out more, contact Jean on 01446 403549. 
Volunteers to help in the park are also being 
sought. 


v. 


Tel: 01446 771660 Mob: 07854 125404 

MARCH TIP: 
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the lawn all over - apply lawn sand 
necessary. 
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the grass 


MACHINERY LTD 

£50 TO £100 
V CASHBACK ON 
■ HONDA MOWERS 
! SALES * SERVICE * SPARES 
i Unit 10a, Vale Business Park, Llandow 
1 www.richardcouzens.co.uk 



coos 

mushr^7>m 


brnpiy H\ wi your MUki micw .me tjnr*9 tfw 
voothuf with you LO cUim ihtfc oflTvr 

fcV | WnB Mi vi B M •>. B 


Have your fill of our buffet breakfast 

2 for 1 on our all gou can cat and drink buffet breakfasts - just £8.25* 


r nr« fayr» in Bony nlfmi i 

t l hrrnmr nur yummy Ik.H rt hrrol 
lo^cy thf Vbhnif focntly qIq 

rrefy breakfast purchased 

pop in brlvwrn h 10 10 10a- on v 
nv rmyonr thr pttfvit tint! to thi 


Brewers 

Fayre 


\\M* rUASI IIHIS fns ^ WtlMtl 
njn NOiflt r«H( cwtii i 


. tZ4 NTTimi -Jit 0*4 f *1.1 Arif M1i|N 0*1 

J 'SSXFi&Zz-SZSZZzz:: 

voq ikm loairt*>i 












































12 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news _Thursday, February 28th, 2013 


‘KEEP AN EYE 
ON THE TIDE’ 


say Coastwatch volunteers 


VOLUNTEERS at 
Nell’s Point 

National 
Coastwatch Station 
are warning about 
the dangers of being 
cut off by the tide 
after a weekend 
incident at Sully 
Island left three 
people needing 
treatment for 
hypothermia. 

At 2.40 pm on Sunday 
(February 24) duty 
watchkeepers at the sta¬ 
tion became concerned 
about five people who 


were on Sully Island, 
attempting to get back to 
the mainland on a rising 
tide. 

A spokesman said: 
“Four were then seen to 
enter the water and cross 
over and were clearly 
struggling to do so. The 
fifth remained on the 
island and was cut off. 

“HM Coastguard was 
informed and a rescue 
was co-ordinated by 
them when they alerted 
the Penarth Lifeboat, 
who rescued the fifth 
individual from the 
island. 

“The four who had 


An away day to the 
National Trust HQ 


THE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Association of 
National Trust 
Members and 
Volunteers is organ¬ 
ising a trip to 
National Trust 
Headquarters in 
Swindon (by train 
from Cardiff 

Station) on Friday, 
March 1. 

The association visits 
Heelis in Swindon 
tomorrow (Friday) for a 
tour of the facility, fol¬ 
lowed by lunch. 


We are meeting in the 
main concourse at 
Cardiff Central Station 
at 10am to get the 
10.25am train to 
Swindon (travel cost 
around £9.65). 

Email 

vofgant@gmail.com or 
telephone 01447 772325 
for more details. 

The AGM will be held 
in The Duke of 
Wellington, Cowbridge, 
on Wednesday, April 17, 
and it is hoped that the 
association will continue 
with new volunteers 
joining from Dyffryn. 

JH 


entered the water man¬ 
aged to make it to the 
mainland but were suf¬ 
fering from hypothermia 
and were treated at the 
scene. 

“Three of them were 
taken by ambulance to 
the UHW, Heath, Cardiff, 
and were released after 
further treatment.” 

A spokesman for the 
National Coastwatch 
Institution, Nells Point, 
Barry Island said; 

“We regularly observe 
people visiting Sully 
Island at low tide which 
is the correct time to 
visit. 

“Leaving the return 
journey too late when the 
tide is rising is danger¬ 
ous. 

“Once the causeway is 
covered, you cannot 
check your footing and 
this is when panic sets in. 
Obviously the cold 
weather and time of year 
add to the danger. 

“Mindful of this, the 
duty watchkeepers acted 
very quickly and thank¬ 
fully, no serious injury 
appears to have 
occurred.” 

The National 

Coastwatch Station, 
Nells Point is manned by 
trained volunteers who 
keep watch during day¬ 
light hours 365 days of 
the year. 


Vale Ramblers 
find a hidden 
valley in park 


AFAN Forest Park 
is a hidden valley 
where you enter an 
unexpected land¬ 
scape of forested 
mountain slopes 
and steep river val¬ 
ley, rich in history. 

It became a Forest 
Park in 1972 after the 
closure of the last mine in 
1970, but from its history 
of monastic estates, agri¬ 
culture and mining, this 
land of scattered farm¬ 
steads, ancient wood¬ 
lands, viaducts, disused 
railways and mined land 
there is a great forest and 
woodland. It was in this 
interesting landscape that 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Ramblers had a lovely 
Sunday walk. 

The day was cold, but 
we soon warmed up as 
we started walking along 
the track before making 
our way to the Gyfylchi 
Ridgetop - a climb of 
800 feet, but it was well 
worth the effort as it gave 
us some fantastic views 
of the valley and beyond. 

Continuing on our 
way, we came to the 
ancient ruins of Nant y 
Bar Farm, a traditional 
longhouse that has been 
preserved due to 
European Funding. 

Another interesting 
ruin along the trail was 
the Gyfylchi ‘Chapel of 
Ease’, this had been an 
important place of rest 
and prayer for the earlier 
travellers journeying 


north/south on an ancient 
ridgeway track, and in 
the 18th century was 
restored by Welsh 
Methodists to became an 
important chapel in the 
Calvinist movement. 

At this point, we 
picked up the Penrhys 
Trail, which offered 
spectacular views of the 
Afan Valley, Swansea, 
the Gower and beyond to 
the Somerset coast. 
Descending quite steeply, 
this gave us a superb 
view of Pontrhydyfen, a 
village reknowned for its 
many river crossings, the 
aquaduct which was 
built in 1825 and took 
water to Oakwood 
Ironworks, and the rail¬ 
way viaduct which car¬ 
ried coal from the valleys 
to Port Talbot until 1972. 

We must also not for¬ 
get its most famous son, 
Richard Burton - there is 
a trail that can be taken 
round the village called 
the Richard Burton Trail. 

Making our way back 
on the track, following 
the course of the River 
Afan for a couple of 
miles, we made our way 
back to the visitors’ cen¬ 
tre to sample the lovely 
cakes and refreshments 
that were on offer at the 
cafe. 

Visit valeofglamorgan- 
ramblers.co.uk for fur¬ 
ther information, also 
follow us on facebook 
and twitter. 

Gwenda Fitzpatrick 


Best Kept Village 
competition has 10 
reasons to celebrate 



Newly elected chairman, Irena Wasilewska 
with president John Curteis and 
secretary Carole Alexander 


THE year 2013 is 
the Diamond 
Jubilee Year for the 
Yale’s Best Kept 
Village competi¬ 
tion, which was 
started in 1953 to 
mark the corona¬ 
tion of HM Queen 
Elizabeth II, and 
has been held every 
year since. 

Competition secretary 
Carole Alexander said: 
“The aims of the compe¬ 
tition are to enhance the 
local environment and 
preserve the character of 
the villages, as well as 
encouraging communi¬ 
ties to work together to 
be proud of the area in 
which they live. 

“All community 
councils have received 
an invitation to enter and 
it is hoped that they will 
encourage local groups 
such as the WI, residents 
associations and com¬ 
munity centres to work 
together to arrange an 
entry for their area.” 

The top four winning 
villages all receive cash 
prizes: first prize: £500, 
second prize: £350, third 
prize: £200 and fourth 
prize: £100. 

The overall winner 
receives an engraved 
brass plaque which they 
keep, as well as the Best 


Kept Village silver cup 
to retain for one year. 

To mark the 2013 
milestone of the compe¬ 
tition, the committee has 
decided to award a spe¬ 
cial prize for a 
‘Diamond Jubilee 
Feature’. There will be a 
cash prize and commem¬ 
orative plaque for the 
winning feature. 

Judging will take 
place towards the end of 
June when the judges 
will be looking for com¬ 
munity effort, well- 
maintained grass verges 
and hedgerows, absence 
of litter and rubbish, and 
colourful flower dis¬ 
plays. 


Running alongside 
the village competition 
is the schools’ competi¬ 
tion and all schools in 
the Vale will receive 
information on how to 
enter the competition. 

The Best Kept Village 
competition has been 
sponsored by the Vale 
Council, town and com¬ 
munity councils, LGA 
Limited, Dyffryn 

Gardens and Ffos Las 
Racecourse and 

Conference Centre. 

For further informa¬ 
tion please contact 
Carole Alexander on 
07751 372537 or by e- 
mail at carole.alexan- 
derl @ hotmail.co.uk 
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Vale pub is fined for six hygiene offences 


A VALE pub has 
been fined £3,000 
for six food hygiene 
offences, after an 
investigation by the 
Vale Council's envi¬ 
ronmental health 
team. 

Cuisine Inns Ltd, 
trading as the Barley 
Mow Inn, in Craig 
Penllyn, failed a routine 
food hygiene inspection 
on March 6, 2012. 

An environmental 
health officer served a 


Hygiene Improvement 
Notice with a compli¬ 
ance date of March 29, 
2012, ordering a thor¬ 
ough deep clean of the 
premises. 

However, when offi¬ 
cers visited the pub on 
March 30, 2012, they 
discovered the business 
had failed to comply 
with the notice. 

Tubs of chicken liver 
had also been left to 
defrost in the cellar, con¬ 
trary to the procedures 
listed in the food safety 


management system. 

The council's head of 
public protection, Alun 
Billinghurst, said: “The 
premises were found to 
be in a poor state of 
cleanliness, the equip¬ 
ment was dirty and food 
was not being stored at 
the correct temperature 
to prevent the growth of 
bacteria which cause 
food poisoning. 

“A refrigerator con¬ 
taining food was run¬ 
ning at 15.4°C, which is 
within the danger zone. 


Police appeal for suspect 


POLICE in the Vale are appeal¬ 
ing for information concerning 
the whereabouts of Andrew 
Thomas Smith. 

Smith (43) is wanted on suspicion of 
breaking into Llandough Baptist 
Church between 12.40pm on 
Wednesday, December 19 last year 
and midday the following day. 


Police say Smith is believed to be of 
no fixed residence, but is well known 
in the Barry area. 

Anyone with information concern¬ 
ing his whereabouts, is asked to con¬ 
tact PC Natasha O’Rourke at Barry 
police station on 101, or free and 
anonymously via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111 (quoting reference num¬ 
ber 62120397207). 
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“Food safety manage¬ 
ment procedures were 
clearly not being fol¬ 
lowed in terms of clean¬ 
ing and food storage. 

“Our officer ordered a 
thorough deep clean of 
the premises, but the 
business failed to do so.” 

The prosecution case 
for the Barley Mow Inn 
(Cuisine Inns Ltd) was 
heard in Cardiff 
Magistrates Court on 
February 7, 2013. 

The business was 
fined £3,000 for six food 


Ty Hafan 
draw 
winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the latest Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D763. 

• £2000: 839246 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £8,500 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 833251; 
651351; 773311; 412141; 
306486; 252926; 405962; 
761818; 596539; 690877; 
785292; 181224; 891779; 
379016; 523016; 817480; 
438166; 730911; 937498; 
956224. 

• £5: 394986; 
610377; 857597; 567252; 
207210; 652308; 575921; 
163255; 653759; 168485; 
725294; 756533; 495565; 
132052; 830338; 793849; 
694961; 139021; 510152; 
802734; 507257; 819904; 
556759; 103140; 662323; 
754114; 533385; 633234; 
169746; 530970; 807400; 
169017; 637963; 903286; 
875406; 346857; 549967; 
968578; 739360; 337802; 
131314; 726322; 583607; 
444104; 618198; 293816; 
360207; 740542; 349549; 
186374; 242325; 710244; 
563678; 576072; 610855; 
331367;762680; 545166. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 2067 
2062. 


hygiene offences, 
ordered to pay £500 
costs and £15 victim 
surcharge. 

The six offences 
were: 

1. Failure to comply 
with a Hygiene 
Improvement Notice 
(for cleaning the premis¬ 
es), thereby contraven¬ 
ing Food Hygiene 
(Wales) Regulations 
2006 Regulation 6 (2) 


2. Failure to maintain 
a food business in a 
clean condition, thereby 
contravening Regulation 
(EC) No 852/2004 
Annex II Chapter I 
Para.l 

3. Failure to maintain 
articles, fittings and 
equipment in a clean 
condition, thereby con¬ 
travening Regulation 
(EC) No 852/2004 
Annex II Chapter V 


Para.l (a) 

4. Failure to store 
food at the correct tem¬ 
perature which might 
result in a risk to health, 
thereby contravening 
Regulation (EC) No 
852/2004 Annex II 
Chapter IX Para. 5 

5. Failure to thaw 
food in such a way as to 
minimise the risk of 
pathogenic micro-organ¬ 
isms or the formation of 


toxins in the food, there¬ 
by contravening 

Regulation (EC) No 
852/2004 Annex II 
Chapter IX Para. 7 
6. Failure to imple¬ 
ment procedures based 
on the Hazard Analysis 
Critical Control Point 
principles, thereby con¬ 
travening Regulation 
(EC) No 852/2004 
Article 5 Para 2(d). 




Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t replace the Frames... Just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges. Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

r~ 2 1: 'HHHIiH 


we make vw»ng money perfectly clear 


Prlonty ?pm iptvona 

0800 61 21 118 

www.ctoudy2cleMr.com 
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What is the 


you will make this year? 


0k Open Morning 
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Saturday 16th March 2013 (from 9.30am onwards) 
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Volunteer planters 
at Jubilee Woodland 



LOCAL volunteers were joined by 
the Vale MP, Alun Cairns, and 
Coun Gwyn John, of Llantwit 
Major - to plant trees at the 
Jubilee Woodland in Wenvoe 
recently. 

As part of Diamond Jubilee celebra¬ 
tions, millions of people across the UK 
have been planting trees and creating 
new woodlands to create lasting lega- 


RNLI AGM 

THE annual general meeting of 
Penarth fundraising branch of the 
RNLI will be held at Penarth Yacht 
Club on Wednesday, March 13 at 
2.30pm, and is open to the public. 


cies for generations to come. 

With funding from Glastir 
Woodland Creation Scheme, Tidy 
Towns and the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council and assisted by Coed Cadw, 
Woodland Trust - native trees have 
been planted including field maple, 
oak, alder and rowan. 

The MP joined local councillors and 
volunteers to help finish planting the 
remaining saplings at the site just off 
Caerau Lane in Wenvoe. 

“I’m so impressed by the volun¬ 
teers’ hard work. The Jubilee 
Woodland is a wonderful local ameni¬ 
ty for Wenvoe and I was only too 
happy to pick up a spade to help plant 
the remaining saplings,” he comment- 


WRp OiKWales 

Olew dros Gymru 

The National oil brand for 
Wales servicing all of your local oil needs 
with a fair price on your fuel. 

Rugby players out in force 
to support Oil 4 Wales 

Making his first appearance in Wales 
since back from Japan, Shane 
Williams joined Dan Lydiate and 
Dafydd Jones to launch Oil 4 Wales’ 
new depot in West 

Walef^ 

JsL 



Oil Delivery • Boiler Maintenance • Tank Installation 

www.oM4wales.co.uk 
Cardiff 02920 674910 
Carmarthen 01267 275777 
Felinfach 01570 218015 


Youth 

project’s 

free 

event 

WITH the half term 
upon us, the 
Cadoxton Youth 
Project continued 
with its free events. 

Rita Limb rick and the 
team had family fun 
sports and activities at 
Cadoxton Sports Hall, 
which is situated at the 
top of Church Road, 
behind Cadoxton 
Primary School, just by 
Victoria Park that com¬ 
mands spectacular vistas 
of Barry Town. 

From February 9-17, 
the local youth project 
gave a free service to all 
families, allowing them 
to play in the wonderful 
facilities of the sports 
hall. 

The youth project also 
gave out free fruit and 
drinks to the youths who 
attended. 

Nicky Cusion brought 
the Olympic torch, which 
he carried in Barry for 
the London 2012 
Olympics, for everyone 
to see. 

There were competi¬ 
tions as well. Dylan and 
Theo came respectively 
in the drawing competi¬ 
tion. In the highly-con- 
tested crossbow target 
shooting contest, Jordan 
came an impressive first 
with an unparalleled 
perfect score in one 
round. 

Archie took a con¬ 
vincing second and Alfie 
held third with a con¬ 
stant performance. The 
family with the most 
sportsmanship went to 
the Jones and the 
Christoforato families. 
The Ewans ’ and 
Limbricks’ took joint 
second. 

The Cadoxton Youth 
Project will be holding 
the next event at the 
Sports Hall in Easter. 
Follow us on Facebook. 

GB 


Marathon 
man runs for 
the lifeboat 


MEMBERS of the 
Barry Dock RNLI 
lifeboat community 
welcomed Alun 
Cairns MP to the 
station on February 
21 to thank him for 
pledging to run the 
London Marathon 
for the lifesaving 
charity. 

The MP for the Vale 
met volunteer crew, 
members of the fundrais¬ 
ing and education teams 
and others who keep the 
station running and ready 
to respond to an emer¬ 
gency 24/7. 

Mr Cairns said: “In the 
port and seaside town of 
Barry, the RNLI lifeboat 
is of vital importance. I 
have been very 
impressed by the com¬ 
mitment and the hard 
work carried out by vol¬ 
unteers at the station who 
are doing an amazing 
job. 

“I hope that my 
marathon run will go 
some way towards rais¬ 
ing the £10,000 the sta¬ 
tion needs to raise to pay 
for a pontoon that will 
enable to lifeboat to 
launch more safely and 
quickly than before.” 

He was given a tour of 
the Trent class RNLI 
lifeboat and Coxswain 
Hugh Davies, said: 
“Alun was very interest¬ 
ed to hear that the fuel 
costs alone reach 


£12,500 a year just at this 
station, so we are always 
grateful for the support 
given to us by the people 
of Barry, the Vale and 
beyond that helps to 
ensure that we are ready 
to carry out a rescue 
whenever our help is 
needed.” 


Talk for 
NFU 
Ladies 

THIRTY-FIVE 
members of Vale 
NFU Ladies met at 
Penllyn Hall and 
listened intently to 
Rebecca Rekey, 
who gave a slide 
show and informa¬ 
tive talk on the 
Physic Garden at 
Cowbridge. 

Without volunteers 
like Rebecca, the garden 
would simply not exist. 

It started with the 
Historic Garden Society 
and Heritage Lottery 
Fund, and has opened up 
the rear of the Old Hall. 

This is a prestige gar¬ 
den in the Vale, which is 
used regularly by local 
people and visitors from 
around the World. A 
vote of thanks was given 
by June Studley. JS 


OPEN MORNING 


St John s School Porihcawl 



SATURDAY' 
9!h l/ARCH 

2013 

9.33am 

•I.OGpm 


vr*w it omissc'iuo-pcrlhcawi com 
Telephone 01656 ?834C A 


ST JOHN’S is a small, co educational 
and truly independent school for 
pupils aged 3-16. 

We have several aims that we consider to 
be important for all our pupils. 

We provide a strong, supportive and 
family atmosphere so that all can work to 
the best of their ability and develop into 
responsible and confident individuals. 

Learning is achieved through teaching in 
small class groups and through a sound 
curriculum that is backed up by an 
inclusive ethos enabling pupils to 
participate in all areas of school life. 

Pupils acquire both social and academic 
skills and make very good progress. 


Did you know you can 
follow The GEM on Twitter? 

@gem_news 


DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


then we've got something for you to smile about 



• Regan your face’s 
natural contours 

• Loo* yews younger 

• En(oy eating agan 

• Smile wth confidence 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexceiienceco.uk 


DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 

Lacai duOi*i care 


54-58 Nolton Street 
CF31 38P 
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MYSTERY OF THE BLACK LADY OF BOVERTON 


T HE hamlet of 
Boverton (or 
Trebefered 
in Welsh) lies a 
short distance east 
of the parish of 
Llantwit Major, 
and 4 i/ 2 miles south 
of Cowbridge in 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

A hamlet is a settle¬ 
ment that has no 
church. Located on the 
Boverton Road, the 
locality is thought to 
have been founded by 
William the Conqueror 
where he built a castle 
in 12th Century. 

However, it was 
Robert Fitzhamon who 
took the credit for the 
stronghold’s creation, so 
its origins remain a 
mystery. 

Boverton actually 
dates back to the 
Bronze Age period, 
with evidence of Iron 
Age and Roman relics 
found throughout the 
area. 

It derives its name 


from the Latin for 
Berton which is the 
Roman fort of Bovium, 
as it is understood that 
the Romans settled here 
too. 

It was also the ‘hold’ 
of ancient Princes of 
Morganwg, which was 
where a baronial fortal- 
ice was owned by the 
Lords of Cardiff before 
falling into the hands of 
the Seys family. 

During the Middle 
Ages, Roger Seys, a 
landowner and Attorney 
General of Wales, 
rebuilt the castle 
between 1587 and 1589. 
The daughter of Griffith 
Vos married Roger 
Seys, giving indications 
of how the castle 
remained within the 
family for generations 
until the middle of the 
18th Century. 

It was then aban¬ 
doned and left to the 
elements of nature, 
which inevitably forced 
it into a ruinous state. 
Evidence of the castle’s 
remains can still be seen 
today. 


A sizeable manor 
house is also known to 
have stood near the site 
of the castle and was 
called Boverton Place. 

It was given to Griffith 
Vos (Vaulx) by Jasper 
Tudor (uncle of Henry 
VIII). 

King John I was also 
hidden within the manor 
house by his estranged 
wife, which had myste¬ 
rious factors concerning 
the signing of the 
Magna Carta. 

This tale could be a 
case of folklore, as he 
did sign this important 
Charter in 1215. 

On its outskirts, and 
within walking distance 
of the village, Stout 
Bay, Penry Bay, the 
pebble beach of Limbert 
Bay and the Seawatch 
Centre at Summerhouse 
Point can be reached. 

The Seawatch Centre 
stands on high cliffs 
about a mile from the 
village and was origi¬ 
nally built in the 18th 
Century on the remains 
of an Iron Age fort. 

In the 1820s, a new 


Inspiring Vale youth 
workers honoured 



RIGHT: The Deputy 
Minister for Skills, 
Jeff Cuthbert, with the 
winner of outstanding 
volunteer youth 
worker, Tom Sander. 

YOUTH workers in 
the Vale have been 
recognised for their 
hard work and ded¬ 
ication at this year’s 
4 Youth Work Wales’ 
excellence awards. 

The awards, organised 
by the Welsh 
Government, are a 
chance for youth work¬ 
ers, youth projects and 
young people involved in 
youth work to be recog¬ 
nised by the communities 
they serve. 

Tom Sander, from 
Aberdare, won the award 
for ‘outstanding volun¬ 
teer youth worker’ for his 
support of the Vale Youth 
Service. Tom has set up a 
number of workshops to 
support young people, 
building their confidence 
and self-esteem. 

His work has inspired 
a number of young men 
to become youth workers 
themselves. 

Jason Harvey, from 
Barry, won the award for 
‘outstanding part-time 
youth worker’. He began 
volunteering more than 
13 years ago and has con- 


VALE slimmers are 
taking part in a 
sponsored slim to 
raise funds for Ty 
Hafan and Velindre 
Hospital. 

Members of the 
Rhoose and Llantwit 
Major Slimming World 
group are taking part in 
the weight loss club’s 
national ‘Slim for Good’ 
campaign. 

Members of the group 


tinued to develop his 
youth work skills by run¬ 
ning and supporting a 
number of different 
youth events in the com¬ 
munity. 

The Deputy Minister 
for Skills, Jeff Cuthbert 
said: “Every year I con¬ 
tinue to be overwhelmed 
by the selfless dedication 
given by people to youth 
work in their communi¬ 
ties. These awards are 


voted for the local cause 
they most wanted to sup¬ 
port, and Ty Hafan hos¬ 
pice and Velindre 
Hospital, Cardiff, were 
the winners. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“Taking part in the Slim 
for Good campaign 
helps to add an extra 
incentive to our mem¬ 
bers’ commitment to 
reaching their dream 
weight.” 


our chance to give some¬ 
thing back and say thank 
you.” 

This year’s awards 
were presented by Radio 
1 DJ Huw Stephens, who 
dedicated his time to the 
cause for the second year 
running. 

He said: “I’m really 
pleased to be involved 
with the Youth Work 
Wales Excellence 

Awards again this year. 

“It’s fantastic to see so 
many young people get¬ 
ting involved in various 
projects, working along¬ 
side dedicated youth 
workers.” 


WORKSHOPS 

ON Saturday, March 
16, national Learn to 
Play day will be cele¬ 
brated in Llantwit 
Major with free one- 
hour workshops on 
how to play the key¬ 
board. These sessions 
will be suitable for any 
age, and absolute 
beginners, or those 
who have played 
before but let it lapse. 

Call 01446 792171 
for details. 


Slimming in 
a good cause 


farmhouse was built, 
appropriately named 
Boverton Place. It was 
constructed within the 
grounds of the ruinous 
castle and possibly on 
the site of the old manor 
house. 

It was during this 
century that information 
about the community of 
Boverton was written in 
a column by John 
Marius Wilson in the 
Imperial Gazetteer of 
England and Wales. 

This took place 
between 1870 and 1872, 
so the village gained 
publicity at that time. 

As with many towns 
and villages throughout 
the county, it was dur¬ 
ing the 19th Century 
that Boverton attracted 


many differing trades, 
including a now forgot¬ 
ten tannery. 

It was also the time 
of the Industrial 
Revolution, and vil¬ 
lagers would travel to 
nearby locations in 
search of employment. 

From 1936-1961, the 
Welsh Land Settlement 
Association, established 
by Captain Crawshay, 
took over the running of 
Boverton Place. 

His enterprise then 
expanded over time to 
include a model farm of 
650 acres. 

He employed people 
from the mining com¬ 
munities who had 
become unemployed 
because of ill health or 
disability, and was, 


therefore, well-estab¬ 
lished in the communi¬ 
ty. 

Today, Boverton 
holds very little trade 
except for shops, a post 
office, and the Boverton 
Castle public house. 

But its historical roots 
still remain as a topic of 
conversation. 

With such a wide 
variety of historical fig¬ 
ures for such a small 
rural community, it 
would seem that 
Boverton is no stranger 
to occurrences of the 
supernatural kind. 

The phantom image 
of a lady dressed in 
black with a scarlet 
bodice and flouncing 
blue petticoat parades 
Pont-yr-Ysbryd (haunt¬ 


ed bridge). 

Her tall, dark exterior 
give the impression of 
holding her arms akim¬ 
bo, and her life-like 
appearance seems to be 
in search of someone or 
something. 

But who (or what) 
could she be looking 
for, and why does she 
seem so intent in linger¬ 
ing in that particular 
area? 

However, quarrymen 
from our past found the 
mystifying remains of 
two skeletons aban¬ 
doned behind a 
hedgerow, so could this 
mystic lady be hunting 
for her earthly corpse, 
hoping for a Christian 
burial? 

Around Boverton 


Place, the shadowy fig¬ 
ure of a lady wearing 
old fashioned clothing 
has been seen on many 
occasions stalking its 
grounds. 

Eerily, she chants the 
name ‘Wissa’ into the 
atmosphere, sending 
shivers down the spines 
of those who hear her. 

Could this solemn- 
looking lady be 
Hadwisa, the divorced 
wife of King John, 
affectionately known as 
Wissa to locals, or just 
another case of vicari¬ 
ous imagination? 

Fact or fiction? Only 
you can decide... 

Hayley Williams 
hayley.williams550 
@ yahoo.com 



Ysgol Brynteg School 

A tradition of Excellence” 




Why Brynteg Sixth Form? 

• Excellent and consistent record of examination success for 
all students 

• Very broad inclusive curriculum that offers an unrivalled 
choice of 35+ AS, A2 and BTEC L2 subjects 

• Flexible learning programme to cater for individual 
student needs 

• An environment of academic and pastoral coaching and 
tutoring that supports and encourages students to 
achieve their potential 

• A tradition of sporting, musical and dramatic success 



6th FORM OPEN EVENING 

Tuesday 5th March 6 to 8 pm 
UPPER SCHOOL HALL 


A range of presentations including... 

• Information on all TV level and vocational courses 

• An outline of the excellent first class support provided 

• The vast extra-curricular opportunities available 

Please contact Mr A Harris, Head of Sixth Form 

for more information 

Ysgol Brynteg School, Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3ER 
Tel: 01656 641800 email admin@bryntegcs.bridgend.sch.uk 
www.bryntegschool.co.uk 
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Dine hi Style inthe Vale 
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MOULTON, Nr BARRY 


New Menus ... 

2 Course Special 

Monday - Saturday f 10.99 

3 Course Special 

Monday - Saturday £12.99 


MOTHER’S DAY 

Sunday March 10th 

Traditional Sunday Lunch \ •% 

upstairs in The Forge Restaurant 4 'f 

4 Course - £16.95 adults 
£7.95 children - 

SUNDAY LUNCH 

AND BAR MEALS SERVED ALL DAY 
IN THE LOUNGE BAR 


Wednesday Night is 

STEAK NIGHT 

from 5pm 

lOoz Rib £9.99 • 12oz Rump £9.99 
12oz Sirloin £11.99 
16oz T-Bone £14.99 
12oz Gammon £8.99 


FREE Wl FI - MINIBUS SERVICE AVAILABLE 

www.3horseshoespub.com 

Tel 01446 710428 


A FOOD AND DRINK 
MASTERCLASS WITH 
MICHEL ROUX JR 


M ichel Roux 
Jr treated 
me to a 
masterclass in 
souffle-making and 
the chef patron of 
Le Gavroche also 
discussed why he 
helped to revive 
the old-school BBC 
show Food And 
Drink, writes Diana 
Pilkington. 

“Are you left-hand¬ 
ed?” jokes Michel 
Roux Jr, as my right 
arm prods limply at 
the ingredients of my 
first ever creme patis¬ 
serie. 

Wincing from the 
heat of the stove, I am 
clearly a far cry from 
the professionals the 
two-star Michelin chef 
is used to scrutinising 
on TV. 

And to make mat¬ 
ters worse, we’re tack¬ 
ling one of cooking’s 
most fearsome tasks - 


the souffle. 

More precisely, it’s 
an omelette souffle 
Rothschild, a 
Cointreau-enriched 
dream of a dessert 
that’s been on the 
menu at Le Gavroche 
in various guises since 
Roux’s father and 
uncle opened the 
restaurant in 1967. 

“A lot of qualified 
chefs get worried 
about making souffles, 
so this is going to be a 
big step for you,” 

Roux adds, with a 
characteristic twinkle 
in his eye. No pressure 
then. 

I feel like a bit of a 
spare part in the pres¬ 
ence of such culinary 
greatness. 

Roux has to step in 
a few times to rescue 
my wilting egg whites, 
but I’m determined to 
make the most of it. 

Roux can currently 
be seen fronting the 
magazine show Food 


he 

Dining 

Room 




Course 

A*- ^ £11.50 

^ 3 Course 

Sunday, 10th March £15.00 

To Start 

Chef’s French Onion Soup 
finished with a cheese crostini and crusty bread 

Smooth Chicken Liver parfait 
with caramalised red onion chutney and toasted croutes 

Hazelnut Breaded Goat’s Cheese on a bed of 
watercress salad with sweet red pepper and balsamic glaze 

Main Course 

Traditional Sunday Carvery 

your choice of hand carved meats, rosemary and thyme roast 
potatoes, baby new potatoes, fresh seasonal vegetables, 
Yorkshire pudding, meat stock gravy, side sauces. 

Sweet potato, wild mushroom and thyme croquettes 
with a fresh herb salsa verde and rocket salad 

Ham and closed cup mushroom linguine 
with a thyme and citrus cream sauce, finished with Gran a Padano 
cheese 

To Finish 

Dining Room Sticky Toffee Pudding 
with homemade toffee sauce and vanilla ice cream 

Warm Rice Pudding 

made with Madagascan vanilla pods and a light fig compote 

Book Early! 


1 -8 Station Approach Road, Barry Island CF62 5TH 

Tel: 01446 749355 

www.thediningroombarry.co.uk 

Visit the Website for our new menus and latest updates: 


And Drink on BBC 
Two. 

He says: “I would¬ 
n’t want to denigrate 
the old Food And 
Drink because I used 
to watch it and was an 
avid follower. 

“But I felt that one 
was very structured 
and formal and a bit 
too serious, whereas 
this is lighter and far 
more accessible to 
viewers.” 

So how does today’s 
Food And Drink stand 
out in a market that’s 
already packed with 
food programmes? 

“It has to be differ¬ 
ent,” he says. 

“There are a lot of 
cookery competitions 
on television - 
MasterChef included - 
and the straight cook¬ 
ing programmes have 
their place as well. 

“This show is topi¬ 
cal. We choose a topic, 
such as feeding the 
world, and follow that 
theme through the 
programme.” 

Sadly, there was one 
red-hot issue they 
were unable to get 
their teeth into. 

“It’s a shame we 



Writer Diana Pilkington 
with Michel Roux Jr. 


weren’t in the studios 
when the horsemeat 
story broke because 
we could have gone 
into that one in great 
depth,” says Roux, 
who was horrified by 
the news of contami¬ 
nated meat products. 

“It’s not the issue of 


whether we should be 
eating horsemeat or 
not. It’s the labelling. 
And that is shocking. 

“The consumer 
should know what 
they are eating. That’s 
a basic right.” 

Although he’s fre¬ 
quently on the telly, 


Roux’s busy schedule 
means he rarely gets a 
chance to watch it. 
Nonetheless, there are 
a number of television 
chefs who he admires. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 17) 



THE FOUR BELLS 

St Athan 

Free House 
New owner, 

Sue Copner 
welcomes you! 

Homemade meals served everyday 
Lunchtimes & Evenings 

Chicken Dishes, Steaks, Curries, Fish, 
Vegetarian, Mixed Grills 
plus lots more. 

Children’s Meals Available 
TRADITIONAL CARVERY 
EVERY SUNDAY 
Choice of meats, fresh seasonal 
vegetables - Only £6.99 

Mother’s Day bookings 
now being taken 

Mondays - CURRY NIGHTS 

Curry and a pint £6.99 

Wednesdays - STEAK NIGHT 

Steak and all the trimmings £9.99 

Thursday - QUIZ NIGHT 
Friday - KARAOKE 

Selection of Real Ales 
Beers from £2.70 a pint 
Spirits from £1.50 - Double from £2.50 

Sky Multiscreen showing all 
major sporting events 
Rock Road, St Athan CF62 4PG 
Tel. 01446 753722 

FACEBOOK - Sue Fourbells 



SIXB 


Ptmuft 




I • 


•vs* - 


Mother’s Day 

Sunday March I Oth 

SUNDAY LUNCH 

Main Course £8.95 
Two Courses £10.95 
Three Courses £ 12.95 

BOOKING ADVISABLE 


Thursday March 14th 

Paranormal 
Activity Evening 

8pm to 2am 

Only £15 per person - includes supper 


Last Friday of every month is 

BAND NIGHT 

Friday March 29th - 8.30pm 

Acoustic ID 

Free nibbles and all draught pints 
only £ 2.80 - Grolsch £3.00 


PcfiftMrk Villi*. • S*l N*»: CF62 3BP ♦ 
Only 2 minutn dm* frnm Cardiff Airport 

To Book Call Us: 01446 710229 
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Date InStyle 
inthedle 


COOKING WITH 
MICHEL ROUX JR 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16 

Michel said: “Some of Rick 
Stein’s cooking programmes were 
stunning and he’s such a nice man 
as well. But nowadays I love Mary 
Berry and Paul Hollywood. What 
they do is fantastic and what it's 
done for baking is brilliant.” 

On the subject of baking, our 
omelette souffle Rothschild is com¬ 
ing along nicely - even the 
meringue, which Roux says is the 
bit that causes the most fretting. 

“People are a bit scared of over- 
mixing the egg whites and then los¬ 
ing all the air in it but actually the 
first bit of mixing can be quite vig¬ 
orous.” 

According to Roux, it’s careful 
planning and methodical work that 
separates the professionals from 
the amateur chefs, and breaking a 
task down into stages can take the 
stress out of the most daunting 
recipe. 

“This is a perfect example,” he 
says, removing our fluffy, perfectly 
risen pudding from the oven, turn¬ 
ing it onto a plate and scattering it 
with boozy apricots. 

“The apricots can be made 
weeks in advance and kept in an 
airtight jar in the fridge. The sauce 
as well. Then, before serving, it’s a 
five-minute job; then you put in 
the oven and it’s done. It’s all in 
the preparation.” 

I fear I may have been more of a 
hindrance than a help with the 
cooking, but when it comes to eat¬ 
ing the thing, I’m more than happy 
to get stuck in! 

Here’s the recipe from Michel 
Roux Jr for you to try at home... 

Omelette souffle Rothschild 

(Serves 4) 


250ml milk 
3 egg yolks 

50g caster sugar plus ltbsp 
40g plain flour 
1 good measure Cointreau 
8 egg whites 
For the apricots: 

250ml water 
150g caster sugar 

1 vanilla pod split 
20 dried apricots 

2 measures Cointreau 

Boil the water, sugar and vanilla 
then pour over the apricots, add a 
measure of Cointreau, cover and 
leave to macerate overnight. 

Remove 12 apricots and a little 
of the syrup and reserve for the 
garnish. Puree the remaining apri¬ 
cots with another measure of 
Cointreau to make a light sauce. If 
too thick, add a little syrup from 
the apricots. 

Bring the milk to the boil. Whisk 
the yolks with 50g of sugar until 
creamy then add the flour, and 
pour on the boiling milk and mix 
well. Return to the pan and bring 
back to the boil stirring continu¬ 
ously. Remove from the heat and 
stir in a measure of Cointreau. 

Heat six to eight blini pans 
(12cm diameter) over a medium 
heat. Whisk the egg whites with 1 
tablespoon of caster sugar until soft 
peaks form. Stir in half to the egg 
yolk mixture then lightly fold in the 
rest. Butter the blinis pan and 
spoon in the mixture and then cook 
in the oven at 180°C for 6-8 min¬ 
utes. 

Then turn out onto the plates 
and serve immediately with the 
warmed apricot sauce, and if you 
like, a little double cream. 



MEALS SERVED EVERYDAY 


WE ARE OPEN 


FOR BREAKFASTS 

every day from 9am 


OVER 60’s SPECIAL MENU 

Monday - Saturday 12 noon - 3pm / ffiK 

Just a small example: WjKMlrk 

Hand Battered Cod, Ham, Egg & Chipsp^fggpr 
6oz Gammon Steak, Steak & Ale Pie, Scampi, 

Liver & Onions - Plus many more! 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

plus Normal Menu - Served every Sunday 12 noon - 8pm 

SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

ALL MATCHES SHOWN LIVE 

Free food at half time during Welsh matches 

Saturday, 9th March - Starts 9.30pm 

^ DISCO NIGHT 

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR 

MOTHER’S DAY 

SUNDAY 10th MARCH 

_ BOOKING ESSENTIAL! 

Minibus service available for diners - phone for details 
Nurston, Nr. Rhoose -Tel. 01446 710205/07596 630057 

www.highwayman-pub.com Follow us on Facebook 





Sebastian and 
Meg looking 
for a home 


The GEM is in partnership 
with the Dog’s Trust to find 
caring homes for animals in 
their charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 
(Telephone: 01656 725219) 



Sebastian 
SEBASTIAN and 
Meg are two and 
six-year-old 
lurchers who have 
formed such a great 
bond in kennels 
that we would like 
to see them go to a 
new home together. 

Meg is a very sweet, 
affectionate girl who 
really enjoys her cud¬ 
dles. 

Sebastian can be a lit¬ 
tle sensitive in new situ¬ 
ations, so will need a 
patient owner to help 
him settle in. Meg and 
Sebastian will really 


and Meg. 

help each other in a new 
home, giving each the 
confidence they need. 

They enjoy having a 
good run off the lead, 
and get on well with 
other, similar-sized dogs. 
They are looking for an 
adult-only home. 

If you can offer Meg 
and Sebastian a home, 
please visit us at Dogs 
Trust, Court Colman, 
Pen-y-Fai, Bridgend, 
CF31 4NG or call 01656 
725219. You can see 
some of the dogs avail¬ 
able for rehoming on the 
website at 

www. dogstrust. org. uk/re 
homing 


CCTV arrests 


TWELVE people 
were arrested in 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan last 
week, thanks to 
information pro¬ 
vided by the Vale 
Council’s CCTV 
monitoring team. 

CCTV operators con¬ 
tacted the police on 39 
occasions during the 
week ending February 
24. 

One person was 
arrested for alleged theft 
on February 19 in Barry 
and two others arrested 
in Barry on February 21 
over possession of a 
class B drug with intent 
to supply. 

In Barry on February 
22 one person was 
arrested on an outstand¬ 
ing warrant and another 


person was arrested in 
connection with a bur¬ 
glary. Police also arrest¬ 
ed a person wanted on 
warrant and another two 
people were arrested in 
connection with a bur¬ 
glary in Barry on the 
same day. 

One person was 
arrested for alleged 
drink driving, another 
person was arrested con¬ 
cerning criminal damage 
and a third person was 
arrested for alleged theft 
in Barry on February 
23. 

Police arrested a per¬ 
son concerning theft and 
a public order offence in 
Llantwit Major on 
February 23. 


UFO ‘sighting’ 

C OULD Mr Rawlings be mistaken 
in respect of sighting a UFO over a 
well-attended car boot sale in Sully 
in July 2007, whilst simultaneously view¬ 
ing Concorde? 

I only pose this prospect on the basis that I 
understood Concorde to have been retired by 2007. 
It may be he just got the year wrong? 

Richard Price, 

Gileston. 


Great War ‘trench 
experience’ in Barry 


LOCAL history group Barry 
at War has been successful in 
its application to join the 
Imperial War Museum’s First 
World War Centenary 
Partnership. 

The partnership is a network of over 
850 local, regional, national and inter¬ 
national cultural and educational 
organisations led by IWM (Imperial 
War Museum). 

Together, they aim to present a 
global programme of cultural events 
and activities which will enable mil¬ 
lions of people across the world to dis¬ 
cover more about life in the First 
World War. 

Barry at War spokesman Ade 
Pitman explained, “The centenary of 
the First World War will be marked 
worldwide during 2014-18, and Barry 
at War group are keen to ensure that 
the region has a suitable facility with 
which to commemorate this important 
centenary, and one which will leave an 
educational legacy thereafter. 

“In preparation for this, our dedicat¬ 
ed volunteers have created a Great 
War ‘trench experience’ prototype in 
the Glamorgan Wartime Heritage 
Centre at Barry Tourist Railway. 

“This prototype has taught our team 
how to create such an interactive 
exhibit, and showcases just what can 
be achieved with few resources. 

“The Barry Memorial Hall, was 
built to remember those Barrians who 


did not return from the Great War, and 
most villages in Glamorgan have a 
memorial to remember their fallen. 

“We’re keen to ensure that the peo¬ 
ple on these memorials, the events that 
took place and the way the war 
changed all of our lives are suitably 
remembered and understood. 

“Along with remembrance, there 
are very real heritage tourism and edu¬ 
cational opportunities afforded by the 
First World War Centenary that could 
be realised as part of Barry’s regenera¬ 
tion.” 

Barry at War volunteer Wayne Gill, 
said: “Having been one of the creators 
of the Great War trench experience, I 
was filled with pride when one visitor 
commented that our trench was just 
like what they had seen at a museum in 
the Somme, France. 

“One of my grandfathers died dur¬ 
ing this battle, so building the trench 
feels like a fitting tribute to his memo¬ 
ry.” 

You can see the Great War trench 
experience and meet some ‘People of 
the Past’ at the next open day on 
Sunday, March 10. Admission is free 
and the doors open at 11 am. 

You can find out more about the 
Glamorgan Wartime Heritage Centre 
at the website www.wartimeglamor- 
gan.co.uk or by calling Ade Pitman on 
07930 874161. 


‘Make cystic fibrosis 
drug available in 
Wales’ - says MP 



ABOVE: Alun Cairns MP with Lyn 
Thomas and his daughter Nancy who 
suffers from cystic fibrosis. 


THE Vale MP 
called this week for 
a drug available in 
England to be made 
available to people 
with cystic fibrosis 
in Wales. 

Alun Cairns called on 
the Minister for Health 
& Social Services in the 
Welsh Government to 
accelerate the assess¬ 
ment process for the 
drug that targets the 
basic genetic defect 
associated with cystic 
fibrosis. 

Ivacaftor (Kalydeco) 
is the first licensed drug 
that targets the basic 
genetic defect, G55ID. 
The drug is said to sig¬ 
nificantly improve the 
wellbeing of those with 
the condition. 

The MP said: “I have 
learnt that the transfor¬ 
mational drug was 
licensed in the US in 

2012, and was approved 
by the EU in July 2012. 
Similarly the NHS in 
England began funding 
the drug in January 

2013, with Scotland due 
to do so in March 2013. 

“However, the Welsh 
Government Minister 
responsible for Health is 
yet to confirm if or when 
the drug will be made 
available in Wales. 

“I am concerned that 
individuals who live in 
Wales are not able to 
access the same drugs as 
people in England - 
which ultimately could 
have a significant posi¬ 
tive impact on their 
lives. 

“I have written to the 
Welsh Government 
Minister for Health & 
Social Services to ask 


her to confirm the cur¬ 
rent position in Wales 
and to urge her to reach a 
decision as quickly as 
possible so that people 
in Wales with cystic 
fibrosis can benefit as 
soon as possible. 

“Having been con¬ 
tacted by constituents 
who wish to receive this 
drug, I don’t wish it to 
be the case that cystic 
fibrosis sufferers aren’t 
able to receive the best 
and most appropriate 
treatment for their con¬ 
dition, simply because 
they live in Wales.” 

A Welsh Government 
spokesperson told The 
GEM: “In determining 


the effectiveness of med¬ 
icines such as ivacaftor 
and their potential bene¬ 
fit to patients, the Welsh 
Government is guided 
by the recommendations 
of the National Institute 
for Health and Clinical 
Excellence (NICE) and 
the All Wales Medicines 
Strategy Group 

(AWMSG). 

“In the case of iva¬ 
caftor, the appraisal 
process is under way and 
AWMSG are scheduled 
to make a decision on 
this new medicine on 
May 8, 2013. If recom¬ 
mended for use, it will 
be available to patients 
in Wales'. 



























18-THE GEM cl 


www.facebook.com/slamorsan 2 emwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, February 28th, 2013 



Students rally to 
convalescent home 


Town’s new fashion store 
greets first customers 



STUDENTS from 

Bridgend College (above) 
recently stepped in to help 
the Rest Convalescent 
Home in Porthcawl by 
tackling much-needed 
maintenance tasks. 

With only eight permanent 
staff and limited funds, this year 
the Rest contacted Bridgend 
College to ask if students from the 
Construction Academy and 
Public Services departments 
might be available to assist with 
renovations. 

The students were more than 
willing to help, and after arrange¬ 
ments were made by the college’s 
work placement officer, Nicola 
Thomas, 25 BTEC Level 3 
Extended Diploma Public Service 
students headed to Porthcawl on 
February 11 to start work. 

A college spokeswoman said: 


“Even the bad weather couldn’t 
stop their plans, with the students 
moving indoors to begin prepping 
bedrooms for redecoration by a 
small team of the painting and 
decorating students from the 
Pathways to Apprenticeships 
course, who came the following 
week. 

Christine Nicholas from The 
Rest commented: “On the day of 
arrival, everyone was very enthu¬ 
siastic, they started tackling areas 
that were overgrown and unsight¬ 
ly in the grounds. We were 
amazed at the speed and enthusi¬ 
asm of each and every student. 

“They took a lot of pride in 
their work and used their initia¬ 
tive to complete their tasks to a 
high standard, even making some 
decorative finishes. They were 
able to paint some of our outside 
benches and even started to paint 
our little summer house at the 


entrance of the driveway. We can¬ 
not praise them enough. 

“We have our open day on 
Thursday, March 14, and it is 
always difficult to complete work 
in time for that. 

“This year we have achieved 
that and more thanks to the stu¬ 
dents. We hope this is a relation¬ 
ship that will carry on and we are 
already looking forward to wel¬ 
coming next year’s group.” 

Rachele Garrod, work place¬ 
ment officer at Bridgend College, 
commented: “This has proven not 
only to be an excellent chance for 
students to work together towards 
their Welsh Baccalaureate on a 
fully relevant work placement, 
but also to provide a valuable 
service to The Rest, which func¬ 
tions as a Charitable Trust. 

“It’s fantastic for us to be able 
to give back to the community 
like this”. 


A TALK ON 

JANUARY saw the first walk of 
the WI federation to celebrate the 
90th birthday, and Bont Faen WI 
members attended and had a 
delightful stroll around Cardiff 
Bay. 

Our meeting on February 21 was 
again very well attended and Dr 
Andrew Richardson talked to us about 
‘Cardiff Castle and the Butes’ which 
was extremely interesting and inform¬ 
ative. We often do not appreciate what 
is on our doorstep! 

We also held a bring and buy sale, 
to help boost our funds and members 
once again came up trumps and pro¬ 
vided excellent items to purchase, 
many thanks to you all. 

There are a number of federation 
events coming up and members were 
enthusiastically signing up for every- 


THE BUTES 

thing from walks, to lectures on earth¬ 
worms. 

For our social event in February, 
we met at the Farmers Arms, 

Aberthin, who were very welcoming, 
and we held a darts competition. 

The federation 90th birthday walk 
was in Porthcawl and three members 
were able to go along and enjoy the 
wonderful scenery on a cold but 
sunny day. 

In March, our social event will be 
bowling and a meal (again) in Cardiff. 
Our speaker is Mrs Margaret Rogers, 
who will be telling us about her expe¬ 
riences as an Olympic volunteer. 

She is also the federation represen¬ 
tative for Denman College and will be 
giving us an update on the 2013 pro¬ 
gramme. As always, guests are wel¬ 
come to join us on March 21 at 8pm 
in the Lesser Hall. JJ 


ABOVE: 

The first business to 
move into the shop 
units opposite 
Waitrose in 
Cowbridge, is 
now trading, 
after opening its 
doors on February 
15. One thing that 
stood out from that 
opening day is that 
the staff at fashion 
retailer, Fat Face, 
are all pretty young! 

They are pictured 
with the store’s first 
customer, Michael 
Wilks, with dad Jon. 
(Photo by 
MIKE 

WILCOCK). 


FINAL 4 DAYS 


extra 

discounts 

OFF/LU 

SALE PRICES 


WINTER SALE ENDS THIS SUNDAY 4.30PM 


THIS THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

An unrot$sab*e chance to take advantage of our EXTRA DISCOUNTS Off ALL SALE PRICES 
This Thursday. Friday, Saturday and Sunday is your last charter to SAVE BJG wrth extra savings on all sale 
pnees In our Winter Sale m every department m store Vou can make savings on our superb range of 
designer suites & sofas, beds & bedroom, stunning dining, occasional furniture and finishing touches. 
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DESIGNER furniture OUTLET STORES - NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLICI 
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NETWORK’S 10th ‘BIRTHDAY’ 



ABOVE: Members of the Vale Community Development Network, 
which is celebrating its 10th birthday. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Vale Healthcare launches 
new private GP practice 


A NEW private GP 
service has been 
launched for 

Cardiff and the 
Vale, in association 
with a leading local 
healthcare provider. 

Vale Healthcare has 
announced the Cardiff 


Practice, a service which 
will be available at the 


enced GP, who has been from Tuesday to Friday 
the senior partner at an in the afternoon and 
NHS GP practice since evening at the Cardiff 
1996. Bay Clinic, and a 

Dr Thomas explained: Saturday morning serv- 
“The major benefits of ice will be available at 
the new GP clinic will be the Vale Hospital in 
the flexibility and the Hensol. 
convenience it offers. Dr Thomas added: 

It is aimed at people “Any contact with 

who don’t, won’t, or patients is independent 

and Vale Private GP can ’ t g et time off during and totally separate to 
the working week to see other providers, with no 
their NHS GP - or who shared information - so it 
organisation’s Cardiff wan t the luxury of a 30- is highly confidential. 
Bay Clinic and the Vale minute appointment with “ It’s all about provid- 
Hospital in Hensol. access to on-site blood ing a good quality serv- 

The new GP clinic will tests, x-rays and consult- ice at a time that’s con- 

be led by Dr Sara ant support.” venient, and all in one 

Thomas, a highly experi- Clinics will operate place.” 


THE Vale 
Community 
Development 
Network, compris¬ 
ing the Vale 
Council and the 
voluntary sector, 
has celebrated its 
10th birthday. 

The group was estab¬ 
lished by Gail Hughes 
from the Community 
Enterprise Service. 

Fellow founder mem¬ 
ber, the Vale Council’s 
community development 
officer, Sian Vaughan 
said: “We are always 
keen to welcome new 
members to join the net¬ 
work, particularly peo¬ 
ple who are involved in 
the voluntary sector in 
the Vale. We meet every 
three months in various 
locations around the 
Vale.” 

The next meeting is 
taking place on May 14 


at the Vale Centre for 
Voluntary Services on 
Skomer Road, Barry. To 
find out more, call Sian 
Vaughan on 01446 
704813. 


Minister highlights 
value of tourism with 
Dyffryn House visit 


WALES OFFICE 
Minister, Baroness 
Jenny Randerson 
marked the start of 
‘Wales Tourism 
Week’ celebrations 
with visits to one of 
the most popular 
attractions in the 
Vale. 

Wales Tourism Week 
(February 23-March 3) 
is a celebration which 
showcases the country 
as an inspirational 
tourist destination. 

The tourism sector is 
worth £5billion to the 
Welsh economy and 
employs more than 8 


Llantwit bus 
service trimmed 


A COMMERCIAL 
bus service operating 
between Llantwit 
Major and Barry is 
being reduced from 


seven during the school 
holidays. ” 

The bus service covers 
Llantwit Major, 

Boverton, Eglwys 

Brewis, St Athan, 


11 return journeys Rhoose, Barry town cen- 
per day to eight. tre and The Waterfront, 
A Vale Council and the revised service 
spokesperson said: “EST will no longer operate 
Coaches Ltd has taken via Fonmon Cross or 
the decision to reduce the Cadoxton (Weston 
daily service from April Square). 

18. A revised timetable 

“Eight return journeys can be found on the Vale 
will run every day from council’s website at 
Monday to Saturday dur- www.valeofglamorgan.g 
ing term time, with only ov.uk 


per cent of the work¬ 
force. In 2011, Wales 
attracted 879,000 inter¬ 
national visitors to its 
shores, spending 
£328million. 

The Minister took a 
tour of Dyffryn House 
and Gardens in St 
Nicholas, which is the 
latest addition to the 
National Trust in Wales. 

The site has recently 
undergone an £8million 
restoration and some 
rooms within the man¬ 
sion house will be re¬ 
opened to the public at 
Easter. 

Justin Albert, director 
of the National Trust in 
Wales, said: “We were 
very pleased to wel¬ 
come Baroness 
Randerson to the newest 
member of the National 
Trust family in Wales. 


“We hope she will 
visit many times and 
see how the gardens and 
the house grow into a 
major tourist attraction 
in Wales and a special 
place loved and enjoyed 
by all.” 


WELSH 

CAKES! 

THE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Market 
will be celebrating St 
David’s Day this 
Saturday, (March 2) 
by baking Welsh 
cakes at the market 
to distribute free, as 
a thank you to its 
customers. 


Medieval life 
- in pictures! 

COSMESTON Lakes Country Park will 
welcome new additions to its medieval vil¬ 
lage this spring - in the form of new infor¬ 
mation boards, to give visitors an insight 
into life in medieval times. 

The Medieval Village was brought to life by 16 
volunteers earlier this month and photographs from 
the re-enactment will become the centre-pieces of 
the new display. The volunteers dressed in full cos¬ 
tumes and, complete with medieval artefacts; the 
photographs illustrate what life was like for villagers 
in medieval times. 
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Out and About with Hie G 



Walk for Life 
in Barry 


A WALK for Life is 
being organised to 
raise funds for 
Kidney Wales at 
Morrisons’ car 
park, Barry, on 
Sunday, March 17. 

Registration starts 
at 11am to collect 
donations and issue t- 
shirts. 

It is again being 
organised in memory 
of Lloyd Baker and 
Richard and John 
Taylor. 

Lloyd died while 
waiting for a kidney 
transplant and was a 


father of two young 
boys. 

The Taylor family 
have regularly organ¬ 
ised the Kidney Wales 
- Barry Walk for Life 
as a tribute to John 
Taylor, who died on 
the morning of the 
2006 walk and his son 
Richard, who donated 
his organs after his 
tragic death in 2004. 

For sponsor forms 
and further informa¬ 
tion, call Debbie Baker 
on 07876 597021 or 
email debron63@hot- 
mail.com 


St David’s Day 
concert 

JOIN Harmony Ladies Choir to celebrate St 
David’s Day in true Welsh style with a concert 
at Central Church, Maesteg, this Friday, March 
1. Doors open at 7pm. Don’t miss it! 

Councillors’ 

surgery 

BARRY Court ward independent councillors 
are holding a coffee morning and surgery for 
residents on Saturday, March 2. 

Couns Richard and Robert Bertin will be at the 
Barry YMCA Hub from 10am-11 am. They can be 
contacted on 01446 736227. 

NCT sale 

NCT Vale and Valleys branch holds a nearly 
new sale at Cowbridge Leisure Centre on 
Saturday, March 2 (llam-12.30pm; doors open 
10.45am for NCT members with membership 
card). Entrance/suggested donation £1 per 
adult. 

Baby/children’s clothes, toys, equipment and 
maternity wear. 

Contact Julie on 01656 662564for details. 

Art society 


Youngsters through 
to semi-final 

THE director of Superstars in The Making, 
Christian Bullen, is “<delighted ” that pupils 
from Budding Superstars and Musical Theatre 
have made it through to the semi-final of Star 
of Stage Musical Theatre, to be held at Cardiff 
Masonic Hall on March 10. 

“Joshua Deol, Ruby Sim-Parfitt, Ross Neale 
and Oliver Haines from Budding Superstars, 
as well as Jodi Bird and Luke Edwards, have 
worked so hard to achieve this,” he comment¬ 
ed. 


ON Thursday, March 7, Cowbridge Art Society 
will welcome Abergavenny botanical artist 
Daniel Williams, some of whose drawings are in 
Kew Gardens. 

He will give a presentation of his work follow¬ 
ing his recent visit to Borneo, and a demonstration 
of techniques. 

The society meets on Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge (7pm-9pm). Visitors wel- 
cocme. For full programme see www.cow- 
bridgeartsociety. com. 

Fairtrade coffee 

MAYOR of Barry, Coun Les Sword hosts a 
Fairtrade coffee morning on behalf of Barry 
Town Council on Friday, March 8 at 10am-12 
pm at the council’s offices, 7 Gladstone Road, 
Barry, CF62 8NA. 


It is being held in aid of Compassion in Jesus’ 
Name, which seeks to release children in the Third 
World from poverty and its work in Haiti to help 
with fundraising after earthquakes and floods. 

Charity concert 

MAYOR of Barry, Coun Les Sword, is hosting 
a charity concert at St Mary’s Church, Holton 
Road, Barry on Friday, March 15 at 7pm. 

The evening will include performances from 
Barry Male Voice Choir, Barry Ladies Choir and 
Holton Primary School. Tickets are priced at £5. 
Raffle tickets will be sold during the evening at a 
cost of £1 per strip. 

The concert will be held in aid of Ty Hafan chil¬ 
dren’s hospice in Sully and Teenage Cancer Trust, 
Special Unit at University Hospital of Wales, 
Cardiff. 

Tickets can be purchased at Barry Town 
Council, 7 Gladstone Road, Barry, CF62 8NA or 
contact 01446 704921 or email juliehurd@barry- 
towncouncil.gov.uk for more information. 

Heritage festival 

ST CADOC’S and St Mary’s Churches of 
Barry are holding a heritage festival from June 
9-15 to celebrate the local heritage. 

If anyone has photographs of Barry from the 
past, or wish to be involved, contact Fr Ben 
Andrews (01446 406690), frbenandrews@aol.com. 


Benefits roadshows 

THE Vale Council is hosting welfare 
reform roadshows across the Vale next 
month, to help residents worried about 
how they will cope with changes to their 
benefits. 

March 4 (10am-4pm): Barry Memorial Hall and 
Theatre, Gladstone Road, Barry. 

March 21 (10am-4pm): Penarth Paget Rooms, 
Victoria Road, Penarth. 

March 25 (10am-4pm): Llantonian Hall, 

Boverton Road, Llantwit Major. 

No appointment is necessary. 



Teeing up for 
Prostate Cymru 


The Mayor is pictured above with David 
John, of Prostate Cymru. 


The Vale of 
Glamorgan Mayor is 
planning a charity 
golf day at the Vale 
Hotel & Golf Resort 
on Wednesday, April 
17, with all proceeds 
going to Prostate 
Cymru. 

The golf day is a 
fourball team event, 
ideal for entertaining or 
just playing to enjoy, 
with a shotgun start and 
tee time at 1pm (£200 
per fourball team). A 
two-course meal at the 
end of the day is includ¬ 
ed in the price. 

Coun Hacker said: “I 


am delighted the Vale 
Hotel is supporting this 
event and thank them 
for their generosity. This 
is an ideal opportunity 
for golfers to have a 
great day out, playing 
on the Wales 
International Course and 
raise money for Prostate 
Cymru at the same 
time.” 

For further details, or 
to register your team, 
please contact the 
Mayor’s Office on 
01446 709301, or 
email: 

angharad@prostate- 

cymru.com. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


OCEAN LOUNGE • PORTHKERRY 


shown on large 
TV Screens plus 
HD 10ft Cinema 
Screen & surround 
sound. 

Half time food 
for all Welsh 
matches. 


It looks like being a classic summer season here at the Ocean 
Lounge. With a few more improvements, and some changes to the 
menu and a new specials board, we are definitely worth visiting, .i 

Can you be entertained? Aj 

Mixing it up a bit more this year! As well as cabaret nights on a All 

Saturday we will be having some bands and comedians, plus a ' BBS ibv 
mixture of other acts on a Friday (Easter onwards) such as _ ivuywy 

karaoke, theme nights, band nights, comedy nights, and drag 
artists, there is something for everyone. It’s the only place 
to go to over the Bank holiday weekends, with 3 big nights of 
entertainment - Keep an eye out for what’s coming. 

And to eat? We offer a great value menu from only £4.99 
with traditional family favourites, plus some more unusual fayre 
too, mostly sourced from local growers and suppliers, fresh 
meats every Sunday, roasted to perfection with only the 
finest vegetables used. 

At only £7.95 our Sunday lunch offers exceptional value for a 
table served meal in relaxed surroundings without the hustle 
and the bustle of the usual carvery fare. Booking for lunch is 
definitely recommended. 

The location? With fantastic views from the cliff top overlooking 
the Bristol Channel, with views to The Knap and the historic islands 
of Steepholm and Flatholm, and on a clear day across to 
Weston it is a great place to find refreshment with the large 
cliff top patio and outdoor seating and BBQ area, with a 
monthly out-door BBQ with live band from 3pm (subject to 
weather conditions), and yet only a 10 minute trip from 
Barry or Llantwit Major. 

What else? A large car park and pleasant location makes 
us an ideal place to hold a wedding reception, birthday party, 
conference or any private function. In short, a great place, 
serving good food and good beer, with a great atmosphere! 

Bookings for Mothers Day now being taken, 

2 course meal £9.95, plus entertainment. Booking 
definitely recommended to avoid disappointment. 

From the end of May, Thursday Night Quiz 
plus grab a burger & chips with a pint 
for only £5.95 






pfOttt 0 


OPEN FROM SATURDAY, 9th MARCH 



pad 

** >t\OO s 


* 


CAR BOOT SALE 

V PORTHKERRY LEISURE PARK, 

~jX RHOOSE, CF62 3ZP 

SUNDAY’S 

OPEN FOR MOTHER’S DAY 
MARCH 10th - 2 courses £9*95 

FROM MARCH I7th 2013 2PM - ONWARDS 

SUNDAY ROAST £7-95 

IN THE OCEAN LOUNGE BAR 
TO FIND US, CLICK ‘DIRECTIONS’ @ 
WWW.FIREJOUST.COM 


Telephone: 01446 710362 / 711538 


Open Friday 7pm -12 midnight; Saturday 12noon-4pm, 7pm-12 midnight; Sunday 12noon-4pm . 
See our advert in The GEM for regular entertainment updates and extended opening dates J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
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CLOUD ATLAS A BOLD AND 
AMBITIOUS PIECE OF WORK 


H aving 

undone the 
excellent 

work of The Matrix 
with two under¬ 
whelming sequels 
and a weak take on 
Speed Racer that 
crashed and burned 
on impact, the 
Wachowski sib¬ 
lings’ stock has 
never been lower. 

However, their latest 
is easily one of the most 
ambitious ever brought 
to the cinema screen as 
they, along with Tom 
Tykwer, adapt David 
Mitchell’s dense novel 
Cloud Atlas. 

With an all-star cast 
including Tom Hanks, 
Halle Berry, Jim 
Broadbent, Hugo 
Weaving, Jim Sturgess 
and Ben Whishaw, it 
spans universes and time 
as it tells how people’s 
actions and lives impact 
across the years - for 
good and for bad... 

While adapting books 
for the big screen is 
seemingly Hollywood’s 
favourite pastime at the 
moment, it’s a brave 
group of individuals to 
take Cloud Atlas to the 
big screen; but then the 
Wachowskis have never 
been short of chutzpah 
and confidence, even 
though their work since 
the original Matrix has 
been largely derided. 


Teaming up with Tom 
Tykwer, the finished 
product sees them arrest 
their recent slide. Cloud 
Atlas is a bold, imagina¬ 
tive work whose ambi¬ 
tion cannot be faulted 
while its execution is 
largely sound and often 
spectacular. 

Whether it is the addi¬ 
tion of Tykwer to their 
directing team, or that 
this is a film based 
around David Mitchell’s 
book, rather than coming 
from their own mind, 
you can’t be fully sure, 
but this is arguably the 
most vital the 
Wachowskis have 
seemed since 1999. 

Their stamp is most 
obvious on the future-set 
stories, playing to their 
strengths in delivering 
spectacular set-pieces 
that are epic in scale and 
hark back to their past 
glory, these scenes hav¬ 
ing the science-fiction 
feel that they’re so at 
home with, but they 
show remarkable 
restraint in the 19th cen¬ 
tury strand that eschews 
grandiose direction for a 
more muted and story- 
focused approach. 

Similarly, Tykwer is 
on confident ground in 
the story strands he 
helms, allowing the nar¬ 
rative to drive rather 
than flashy visuals, and 
between the three of 
them they have con¬ 
structed a film that flows 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


remarkably well, given 
that there is no directori¬ 
al crossover. 

Certainly, when it 
comes to tone there is 
some jarring, you would 
be hard-pressed to find 
that isn’t the case when 
you are weaving 
between a 1970s set 
crime thriller and future- 
set action piece for 
example, but the three 
directors maintain the 
feel of the film in what 
is, at times, a stunningly 
directed piece of work. 

With the multi-story 
strand working well, the 
pieces are woven togeth¬ 
er slowly and with care, 
and while the pay-off 
doesn’t quite offer the 
impact the build-up sug¬ 
gests, come the end 


credits you get the feel 
of a whole story rather 
than bits and pieces, 
each tale linking togeth¬ 
er to make a satisfying 
whole. 

There are some 
strands that don’t quite 
engage, the Halle Berry- 
led 1970s strand feeling 
a little too leggy in com¬ 
parison to its tighter 
counterparts, but the per¬ 
formances, many of 
which straddle the sto¬ 
ries with actors taking 
several roles, do hold 
your attention. 

Tom Hanks veers 
from dubious doctor to 
Irish gangster (don’t 
mention the accent) and 
offers a solid turn, while 
Berry, Jim Sturgess, 
Hugh Grant and Doona 
Bae leap into the dress¬ 
ing up and prosthetics 
box and come out of it 
with no little style, but 
the standouts are Ben 
Whishaw and Jim 
Broadbent, who, with 
the best story strands, 
offer the standout per¬ 
formances to match. 

While both pop up 
elsewhere, Broadbent’s 
largely comedic turn as a 
publisher on the run 
from gangsters tickles 
the funny bone and 
allows the actor to deliv¬ 
er an entertaining turn, 
while Whishaw tugs the 
heartstrings as a com¬ 
poser who finds himself 
forced into a comer, the 
actor’s performance per¬ 


haps the most impressive 
on show. 

With a near three- 
hour running time and 
balancing all the strands 
together, the film isn’t 
flawless; far from it in 
fact, as not only does the 
tone shift a little awk¬ 
wardly at times but also 
the dialogue and themes 
sometimes feel a little 
too portentous, but when 
a film tries to scale these 
ambitious heights, and 
delivers an emotional 
kick, then you can at 
least forgive some of the 
negatives. 

All in all, Cloud Atlas 
is a deep, engaging and 
ambitious film that may 
divide opinion but cer¬ 
tainly offers something 
you don’t find in your 
average cinema release. 

VERDICT-Abeau 
tiful effort from the 
Wachowskis and Tom 
Tykwer, Cloud Atlas is 
an engaging film that 
may wobble a little 
tonally but captivates for 
a large part of its near 
three-hour running time. 

A raft of good turns, 
in particular from Ben 
Whishaw and Jim 
Broadbent, adds to the 
quality, and though cer¬ 
tainly not to everyone’s 
tastes, its ambition can¬ 
not be faulted. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Source Code 
(2011), Looper (2012). 


Penarth Computer 
Club - thinking big 


THE most compact computer 
in existence at the moment is 
the human brain: science is 
still debating why it needs to 
be so powerful. 

Its potential is known to be much 
more than is normally pressed into 
service, but we only get glimpses into 
its extraordinary capabilities. 

I have a friend who is burdened 
with a memory that retains everything. 
Every book, newspaper he has read 
and every conversation. Some people 
can remember their own personal tele¬ 
phone directory; all without any spe¬ 
cial effort to do so. 

Naturally, the Human Brain Project 
is trying to build an artificial brain. 
The reward could be medical advances 
we can only dream about at present. 

In computers, valves have been 
superseded by transistors helping to 
make them smaller and storage capac¬ 
ity has been increasing rapidly, but the 
number of connections in the human 
brain is such that a recent article notes 
that it would take 1,000 aircraft hang¬ 
ers filled with today’s supercomputers 
to match the computing capacity. 

Not only would that be expensive 
and take time to build, the power to 
drive a machine with the capacity of 
the human brain is estimated to be the 
output of more than a dozen power 
stations. 

As that is rather more than the 20 
watts needed by the human brain, we 
have our work cut out to achieve any¬ 
thing like a match. 

What is needed is a few break- 
though developments to give progress 
a boost. You can read more about all 
this on humanbrainproject.eu/intro- 
duction. 

One candidate development is that 
of Graphene. This is a new material 
that consists of pure carbon atoms 
arranged in a regular grid. That might 


not sound very exciting, but the sheet 
is only one atom thick and a room¬ 
sized sheet would weigh less than an 
aspirin tablet. 

Its potential is such that its develop¬ 
ment for practical use has attracted a 
grant of 1 billion Euros. Its use to pro¬ 
duce even smaller and more efficient 
transistors is being pursued. Maybe 
this will assist the Human Brain 
Project. 

Meanwhile, back in the world of 
everyday problems, some people want 
to show more icons on their desktop in 
Windows XP. This can be done by 
reducing the size of the icons and also 
reducing the spacing between them if 
preferred. 

Right click on the Desktop back¬ 
ground and select Properties to get the 
Display Properties dialog box. Select 
the appearance tab and click on the 
‘Advanced’ button. Under the Item 
list, select Icon. The option boxes 
allow you to select the icon size and 
the font style and size. Similarly the 
Icon spacing can be selected either 
horizontally or vertically to suit. 

You can also edit an Icon’s title by 
right clicking it on the desktop and 
selecting Rename and simply adjust or 
shorten the title to suit. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday, 
March 12 at All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth (7.30pm for 
8pm) - topic to be advised. We expect 
to be looking at Windows 8 again. 
Check on our website at penarthcom- 
puterclub.co.uk. 

Howard Desmond 


MUSIC DUO 

RENOWNED duo, Robin and Bina 
Williamson, return to the Minstrel 
Room at the Little Shop of Calm 
on Westgate, Cowbridge to present 
songs, music and folk traditions of 
Candlemas/Imbolg, on Saturday, 
March 2 at 8pm. More details on 
01446 771166. 


75 High Street, 
Cowbridge, 
CF71 7AF 


BRINSONS 


01446 771777 
sales@brinsonsfairfax.co.uk 
www.brinsons.co.uk 


Chartered Surveyors, Auctioneers, Valuers & Estate Agents 


SPRING PROPERTY AUCTION 

AT THE BEAR HOTEL, COWBRIDGE ON 21st MARCH 2013 AT 7.00 PM 


Former Dairy Premises 
Trelewis 



Total site area c.0.10 acres 
including workshop building 


GUIDE: £40,000 


Llwynon House & Building 
Plots, Blackwood 


3 New Barn Buildings, 
New Barn, Vale of Glamorgan 




Detached 4 bed traditional stone built house 
with outline planning for 2 further dwellings 


GUIDE: £250,000 


Character 3 bed semi-detached 
cottage set in 0.17 acres 


GUIDE: £150,000 - £175,000 


82 & 82A Cowbridge Road 
East, Cardiff 


2 Drake Walk, Waterfront 
2000, Cardiff 




Retail investment property in prominent 
position 


GUIDE: TBC 


Modem office accommodation comprising 
2,035 ft 2 over 3 floors. Includes 6 parking spaces. 


GUIDE: £155,000 


Cae’r Gymrug Farmhouse 
& Land, Maesteg, Bridgend 


Unit 38 Nine Mile Point 
Industrial Estate, Newport 




Original farmhouse (now dilapidated) 
set in 10.65ac with consent to reinstate 


GUIDE:TBC 


Modern end terraced unit of steel portal frame 
construction offering warehouse and offices. 


GUIDE: £80,000 - £100,000 


Land at Cae’r Gymrug Farm, 
Maesteg, Bridgend 



Parcels of pasture land from c.1 acre - 
c.22 acres. 


GUIDE: TBC 



Offices also at: Eastgate, Market Street, Caerphilly CF83 1NX If r»ghtmovew^ 
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MEMORIES OF 1943 

the year of the convoy 


RIGHT: The author’s souvenir of 
his wartime service at sea. 



T HE two 
excellent 
articles in 
last week’s ‘GEM’ 
gave many relevant 
details regarding 
losses of merchant 
ships in World War 
Two; perhaps I 
might add a little 
more information 
about the ships 
and the men who 
sailed in them. 

The photo (above, 
right ) is taken from my 
recorded life at sea as a 
Merchant Seaman and 
the three ships I was in 
during the early months 
of 1943. The first ship 
is the Deido, West 
Africa, America, 

Canada and home in 
convoy SCI 18 (Slow 
Convoy 118). 

According to the 
German Admiral 
Doenitz - SC 118, in 
February 1943, was the 
hardest fought convoy 
of the War - 45 ships 
were sunk in the 
Atlantic and over 1,800 
seamen lost in just one 
month. 

Let us consider the 
Lochee\ aged 18 and 
newly promoted from 


Ordinary Seaman to 
‘Sailor’, I went to the 
Shipping Office in 
Liverpool and was told 
to join the Lochee in 
Preston. 

Now the Shipping 
officer was known as 
‘Bull....’ Barlow - 
because he was fond of 
telling us - whatever 
ship we were joining - 
that “She feeds well and 
the ropes are very 
small”. I immediately 
told him that Preston 
would only have small 
ships and I did not sail 
on coasters...however, 
he persuaded me to go. 

When I walked 
through the dock gates 
in Preston and 
approached the ship, I 
noticed that there were 
lots of soldiers about 
and a distinct smell of 
petrol. It turned out that 
as tankers were unable 
to get fuel through to 
the 8th Army troops in 
North Africa, it had 
been decided to try a 
small coaster loaded 
with 100 Octane in 
Zinc-lined cardboard 
boxes! 

The job was given to 
a coaster belonging to 
the Dundee, Perth and 
London Shipping 
Company. The small 


crew of 17, included 
just six of us on deck. 
Air-pumps fitted to try 
and control the petrol 
vapour and off we went 
to the small port of 
Bone in North Africa. 
We made it there and 
back. Roxane was a 
captured French tanker, 
pressed in to service in 
convoys as ‘Fleet sup¬ 
ply ship’ - bunkering 
the convoy escorts. We 
went to New York and 
back. 

Conditions on cargo 
ships were dreadful - 
carried on from a pre¬ 
war cheap routine, an 
84 hour week with 
watches ‘4 on - 4 off’ 
... so you never got 
more than three and a 
half hours in your bunk 

- and you bought you 
own mattress for 2s 6d 

- the famous ‘Donkeys 
Breakfast’. You were 
given two brown blan¬ 
kets. Can you imagine 
what they were like on 
the Deido after five 


months? The food was 
dreadful and, if torpe¬ 
doed, your money 
stopped on the day you 
were sunk. Many a wife 
was forced on to ‘the 
Parish’. Winston 
Churchill put a stop to 
that in 1943. 

No wonder he said: 

“The only thing that 
frightened me during 
the Second World War 
was the U-boat peril 
Indeed, the Battle of the 
Atlantic was the domi¬ 
nant factor throughout 
the War. Never, for one 
moment, could we for¬ 
get that everything hap¬ 
pening elsewhere - on 
land, at sea or in the air 
- depended on the out¬ 
come of that battle .” 

I was a Liverpool 
sailor and sailed 
throughout the War, but 
the port of Barry lost a 
greater proportion of its 
seamen than any other 
port. Spare a thought for 
Mrs Elsie Dehaney 
Stiff, of 76 Thompson 


Street.. .in the space of 
just 18 months she lost 
all her three sons: 
September 1940 - 
William aged 19 - lost 
on the SS Magdalena ; 
November 1941 — 
Charles - aged 16 - lost 
on the SS Rose 
Schiaffino\ March 1942 
- Joseph - aged 21 - 
lost on the Baron 
Newlands. 

All those three ships 
were carrying the iron- 
ore we desperately 
needed for steel - but 
on a ship with iron-ore 
you sank like a stone. 
No-one suggested mak¬ 
ing a film ...’Saving 
Seaman Stiff’ and Mrs 
Stiff, of course, went on 
‘the Parish’. 

More than 35,000 
Merchant Seamen were 
lost in World War Two. 
They tend to be forgot¬ 
ten. You see.. .there are 
no white crosses on the 
Atlantic, and they wore 
no uniform. 

D SIMPSON, Barry 


Adventure Training at Twmbarlwm 

CADETS NAVIGATE 
TOWARDS DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH AWARD 



The group on top of Twmbarlwm. 


AIR CADETS from 372 
(Barry) Squadron, travelled to 
Twmbarlwm (near Risca) for a 
day of exciting and challenging 
adventure training. 

This was the first training walk of 
the year, preparing the cadets for their 
forthcoming Duke of Edinburgh expe¬ 
ditions. The aim of the days walk was 
to train the cadets to a competent 
degree of navigation, team building, 
first aid and understanding the country 
code. 

The walk itself was of moderate dif¬ 
ficulty, 10 kilometres in distance, gave 
some of the younger cadets their first 
real taste of the outdoors. The route 
started with a steep 700 foot climb 
directly up to the old roman fort of 
Twmbarlwm. 

The group worked very well, 
encouraging and assisting each other 
throughout the day. At times through¬ 
out the day, the weather was bitterly 
cold and wet, however, from the sum¬ 
mit of Twmbarlwm the cadets had 
clear views all round of the local area. 

It forms a very important part of the 
cadets’ training. Rigorous training on 


the squadron covers - teambuilding, 
leadership, mountain craft, camp craft, 
safety training and navigation before 
going on the hills. 

Squadron training then comple¬ 
ments and encourages cadets to 
explore and appreciate the “great out¬ 
doors”; improve confidence and fit¬ 
ness, learn new skills and ultimately 
provide enjoyment mixed with excite¬ 
ment. 

The cadets were: Rachel Carbis, 
Jake Paterson, Georgina, Elbe and 
Zena Poulakis, Jamie-Leigh Bird, 
Pippa Cowles and Caroline Louise 
Bradley. As well as adventure training 
the cadets also enjoy: flying, gliding, 
shooting, sports, overseas trips, leader¬ 
ship and citizenship training in a full 
and action packed training programme. 

If you have a spirit for adventure, 
372 Squadron has vacancies for boys 
and girls between 13-18 years old. The 
Squadron parade on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 7pm-9.30pm behind 
Adams Funeral Parlour (by the 
Memorial Hall) or you can contact the 
Squadron on 01446 747734 or email 
oc.372@aircadets.org for more infor¬ 
mation. 



Before 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

Than coifthe. Door Doctor/ ) 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. 

I k 

Everything you require from the doors!, to worktops 
and new ap pli a nces and sinks. 

JHHH 1 1 nT,nn ' i_I I ij lit j! 
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DOOR 

DOCTOR 

lESSmSNESSCDST 


Tke P crcrr Ootfxrr 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 

l^rww uiovr-dochrr.co.uM. I 
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Supermarkets 


Offers are available from 28th February 2013 • 11th March 2013 , 


instore Tasting 2nd Marl 

*jj • Pro Supplements Demo rprr npijr j 
—j=- I'Uncle Wilburs Curry 




IIMlt'U'W 

m.u.aif ^ 
tn.rw lil/a 


Andrex 


half ^ 
price 

only £3.99 


vtsn f/LCO 
$***c*ts 
or tfU 

FOLLOW! MC 

iccjmoos 



Promobons available at all Filco Stores unless stated otherwise 

uMtrrw/r major / cowtttocc / tauot onw / cacm / 
stmt* to it / /tom coR/tuiy / tahach / macstcg saw 


19 Ber.rr'i.. Hii.iiI 

LLmtwTt Mjjcc. Cf 61 1 X 1 , 
VaU of GUmorfan 
South Woles 


01446 792286 
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VJet Leisure Specialists That Care 
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Unit B, 
Atlantic Gate, 
Ulantic Trading Est 
Barry. Cf63 3RF 
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0M46 7302CO 


Bespoke Pool Builds WjT 
Chemicals & Accessories I 
Servicing & Maintenance 
Hot Tub Hire from £250 per week 


into@aqua-spas.co.uk 


www. aq ua -spa s.com 


0800 612 7255 d 
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The GEM postbag has again been swollen 
by letters prompted by fears of local 
school closures which have since been 
allayed by the local authority. 

Llancarfan school 
deserves support 


ECENTLY, 

The 

-M /^.Economist 
expressed great 
concern about the 
lack of focus in the 
UK on the stimula¬ 
tion of young chil¬ 
dren’s curiosity and 
the creation of a 
‘want to learn atti¬ 
tude’, leading to 
greater success in 
their later educa¬ 
tion. 


Finland is, and has 
been for several years, 
top of this league. Why? 
Because they realise that 
if you don’t get this part 
of the chain right it is an 
uphill struggle from 


there on. 

It, therefore, is 
encouraging to see that 
council members across 
all parties have recog¬ 
nised and shown support 
for the retention of 
Llancarfan Primary 
School based on its high 
standards of educational 
achievement. 

The decision to be 
taken at the cabinet 
meeting on March 7 on 
the survival of this 
school should be made 
on what is proven and 
what will progressively 
benefit the future of edu¬ 
cation in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

David S Mitchell, 
Penmark 


Questions to answer 
over ambulances 



‘Ambulance Chief 
Hears Vale 
Concerns’ in The 
GEM on February 
21,1 would like to 
ask some questions. 

Jane Hutt AM and 
Coun Gwyn John have 
had another 
meeting/photo shoot, 
this time to raise our 
concerns over ambu¬ 
lance response times in 
the Vale. 

The results of the 
meeting appear to be 
that an unknown number 
of senior paramedics are 
to be deployed in the 
Vale and yet another 
senior officer has been 
appointed to manage the 
ambulance service. 


This raises some 
questions which our AM 
might like to answer. 

How will the appoint¬ 
ment of a senior manag¬ 
er by the ambulance 
service help reduce the 
number of ambulances 
stuck at hospitals with 
patients waiting to be 
admitted for treatment, 
when the root problem is 
lack of hospital staff - 
not managers? 

By appointing a sen¬ 
ior manager, are we to 
assume the Vale ambu¬ 
lance service has been 
either unmanaged or 
mismanaged? 

What equipment will 
the deployed senior 
paramedics have to help 
reduce the workload on 
the ambulance service? 
Gordon Wilkie, 
Llantwit Major. 


Campaign for 
cancer patients 


I AM writing to 
highlight new 
research by 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support which sug¬ 
gests that almost one 
in five people diag¬ 
nosed with cancer in 
Wales each year lacks 
support from family 
and friends. 

Our research suggests 
that 19 per cent of the 
18,000 newly-diagnosed 
cancer patients in Wales 
- an estimated 3,420 
people every year - lack 
support from loved ones 
and friends during their 
treatment and recovery. 

Macmillan’s Facing 
the Fight Alone report, 
which looks at the num¬ 
ber, profile and experi¬ 
ences of isolated people 
living with cancer, found 
more than half (53 per 
cent) of health profes¬ 
sionals have had patients 
opt not to have treatment 
at all, due to a lack of 
support at home from 
family and friends. 

Nine in 10 (89 per 
cent) health profession¬ 
als felt that a lack of 
support at home leads to 
a poorer quality of life 
for patients, while over 


half felt that it can lead 
to poorer treatment deci¬ 
sions (54 per cent) and a 
shorter life expectancy 
(56 per cent). As the 
number of people living 
with cancer in Wales is 
set to double from 
120,000 to 240,000 by 
2030, isolation will 
become an increasing 
problem and we need to 
address this now. 

Last week, Macmillan 
Cancer Support launched 
our Not Alone campaign 
to help tackle this crisis 
and to ensure that in 
future, no-one faces can¬ 
cer alone. 

People affected by 
cancer can receive infor¬ 
mation and support by 
calling the Macmillan 
Support Line on 0808 
808 00 00 between 9am 
to 8pm Monday to 
Friday, or by visiting 
www.macmillan.org.uk. 

People who wish to 
support Macmillan and 
help to raise funds to 
provide vital services to 
help those affected by 
cancer can call 0300 
1000 200 . 

Susan Morris, Pencoed, 
(general manager for 
Wales, Macmillan 
Cancer Support) 




IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 

SUCCESSFUL SCHOOLS: 
‘once they are gone, they 
can’t be resurrected’ 


1 AM relieved to hear the news that the 
Vale Council has reversed its decision 
to close Llanfair and Llancarfan 
schools. 

My own children attended Llanfair Primary 
school more than 20 years ago and I also became a 
teacher at the same school for over 10 years, 
becoming deputy head until 2003 when I became 
headteacher of Llangan Primary. 

I know the small schools in the Vale very well 
and they have often been described as ‘Flagship 
schools’ and ‘Schools of Excellence’ because of 
their high standards, caring members of staff and 
their vital links to their various communities. 

At a time when society is being encouraged to 
return to the caring societies of the past, it seems 
ludicrous that the schools in question were under 
threat of being closed. These schools are the life 
blood of the communities they serve and each has a 
history which runs parallel to the society around 
them. 

They are schools that have continually had 
excellent inspection reports and where children are 
nurtured in a most special way. The Vale is one of 
the highest achieving LEAs in Wales, with results 
that are the envy of many other authorities in 
Wales. 


"Cynical attempt 
to whip up storm’ 


1 READ, with 
great sympathy, 
the letters from 
concerned parents 
about the rumoured 
school closures in 
the Vale in your last 
issue. 

Now that we have 
the full facts about 
Llanfair and 
Llancarfan, it is clear 
that there has been a 
cynical attempt by 
Tories in the Vale to 
whip up an artificial 
storm about these 
issues. 

A confidential dis¬ 


cussion document, 
which had not even 
been formally consid¬ 
ered by the council 
cabinet, let alone 
approved, was leaked. 

This was then used 
by Alun Cairns MP 
and Andrew RT Davies 
AM to panic hundreds 
of parents and teachers 
worried about their 
children’s futures. 

I hope those parents 
and teachers will 
remember that it was 
these gentlemen who 
tried to use them as a 
political football. 

Brian Morris, 

Barry 


‘No one has come to 
Oak Field School’ 


1 WRITE with 
disappointment 
and anger about 
plans to close Oak 
Field school here in 
Barry. 

I am a parent at 
Oakfield and I believe 
the Vale Council is are 
treating us with utter 
contempt. I understand 
that they have visited the 
other two schools on 
more than one occasion. 

Yet no-one visited 
Oak Field to talk to us to 
explain what is going 
on. Our local MP 
attended a meeting last 
Thursday and shared his 
understanding of the 
position. He is commit¬ 
ted to working with us 
and to support us. 

We are determined to 
campaigning against clo¬ 
sure. Oak Field is one 
of the Vale’s most 


improved schools - even 
agreed by our local 
councillor, Rob Curtis in 
a letter to the press last 
year. He is a governor 
and didn’t attend our 
meeting last week. 

He is also a cabinet 
member on the council 
and we hope we can 
count on his support to 
vote against closing our 
school. 

As it stands, cabinet 
members have reacted 
positively to those in the 
rural Vale who opposed 
closure of Llancarfan 
and Llanfair schools. 

We, therefore, expect the 
same courtesy here in 
Barry. 

We have elected them 
to serve us and we cer¬ 
tainly expect them to 
show us the same loyalty 
as they did the other 
schools. 

R Thomson, 

Barry. 


These schools, with other small schools in the 
rural Vale, stand at the top of the league. Why 
destroy something that is so successful and so pre¬ 
cious? Once they have gone, they cannot be resur¬ 
rected. 

I’m afraid the answer is money and in these 
uncertain times it is understandable that money has 
to be saved, but where is the logic in trying to close 
schools with the highest standards, rather than look¬ 
ing to schools that are failing and have many spare 
pupil places? 

Llanfair, as with most schools in this part of the 
Vale, is nearly full to capacity. People make a 
choice to send their children to these schools 
because of the high quality of the education they 
receive. 

I am so glad that common sense has prevailed 
and those in charge of making these decisions have 
thought again. 

Mary Noyes 

(Retired headteacher, Llangan Primary) 


"School is helping 
my son progress’ 


1 WRITE regard¬ 
ing the proposal 
to close Oak 
Field Primary 
School, which I 
strongly oppose. 

My son Luke, who is 
six attends Oakfield and 
has done so since the 
age of three and we are 
proud of how well he is 
doing. He is currently in 
year-1 but in a year-2 
class doing work a year 
above his age. 

His reading and maths 
are outstanding - and all 
thanks to his great teach¬ 
ers who encourage him 
to carry on wanting to 
improve himself. 

What lesson would it 
teach our children for 
them now to close the 
school when all pupils 
and staff have worked so 
hard to keep it open and 
make their school a bet¬ 
ter place to learn? 

It certainly doesn’t 
encourage children to 



work hard, especially 
when they have done the 
very best they could and 
it all turns out to be for 
nothing. 

I want my son to stay 
at Oak Field, where I’m 
confident he will have 
the best possible educa¬ 
tion up to secondary 
school. 

Kayleigh Waterfield, 
(Luke McDonnell’s 
mum), 

Barry. 


"Keep school in 
the community’ 


M Y children 
are pupils 
at Oak 
Field Primary, 
where they are both 
very happy and 
benefit from excel¬ 
lent teaching. 

I am outraged by the 
proposals to close our 
school. 

Gibbonsdown is an 
area of significant socio¬ 
economic deprivation. 
Closure of the local 
school would be detri¬ 
mental to the educational 
welfare of our children 
and would adversely 
effect the community as 
a whole. 

As you will be aware 


from local press cover¬ 
age, the closure of 
Llanfair and Llancarfan 
schools has also been 
speculated on. 

I have read with inter¬ 
est numerous reassur¬ 
ances offered to the par¬ 
ents and pupils of these 
two schools from vari¬ 
ous councillors. 

No such reassurances 
have been offered 
regarding the safety of 
Oak Field. 

It is unreasonable for 
our children to be edu¬ 
cated outside our com¬ 
munity. Please support 
our school. 

Mrs Ruth Thomas, 
Barry. 


Pupils are not 
expendable pawns 


I T has become 
public knowl¬ 
edge that the 
Yale Council will 
consider proposals 
to close Oak Field 
School in 
Gibbonsdown. 

I believe this move 
would be a mistake. 

Oak Field School has 
fought hard to pull edu¬ 
cation standards up since 
it was placed under spe¬ 
cial measures two years 
ago and the school is 
improving every day. 

The pupils are happy, 
settled and well educated 
and living in such a 
deprived community as 
we do we cannot afford 
to lose this valuable 
facility. 

Oak Field is the cen¬ 
tre of our community, a 
community which is, in 
effect, under special 
measures itself. 

It is a flying start area 
and a communities first 
area and we will not let 
the Vale Council target 
us and interfere with our 
community regeneration. 

Our children deserve 
the best and only by 


being educated within 
their community can 
their very particular 
needs be addressed 
effectively. 

I do not believe the 
Vale has supported our 
school effectively 
through the years and 
this lack of support was 
a major contributing fac¬ 
tor to the school being 
placed under special 
measures. 

Proposing the closure 
of our school simply 
says to us that we in 
Gibbonsdown are 
labelled as expendable 
pawns in the council’s 
budget and targets game. 

Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu said... ‘create a 
society where people are 
more important than 
things. ’ The Vale 
Council may want to 
consider this philosophy 
when looking at 
Gibbonsdown because 
‘things’ are already very 
thin on the ground here 
and our ‘people’ deserve 
to be every bit as impor¬ 
tant as every other Vale 
resident! 

Rhian Samuel, 

Barry. 


School is at heart 
of its community 


WRITE with 
reference to the 
proposed clo¬ 
sure of Oak Field 
Primary School, as 
a parent and resi¬ 
dent of 

Gibbonsdown, and 
I’m extremely con¬ 
cerned. 

Our local school is the 
very heart of our com¬ 
munity, it brings positive 
attitudes towards educat¬ 
ing our young people, in 
what can be a difficult 
area. 

It’s also a bringing 
together of ideas on edu¬ 
cation, environment, and 


improving our communi¬ 
ty and the people living 
in it. The school has 
been an absolute neces¬ 
sity, in educating our 
children and keeping 
community bonds, 
involving many outside 
groups to see the posi¬ 
tive side of our area. 

So the school is more 
than just education, it 
has far reaching effects 
throughout the commu¬ 
nity as a whole. 

Oak Field Primary is 
the heart of our commu¬ 
nity and to close the 
school would have a 
devastating effect. 

Karen Weaver, 

Barry. 



Pupils joined the 
schools campaign 


T HE children 
of 

Llancarfan 
Primary School 
joined the cam¬ 
paign to save the 
school, making 
posters and writ¬ 
ing letters to get 
involved. 

They may be 
young, but they all 
love their school and 
have a passion to 
keep it open. 

My daughter, aged six, has wanted to get just as 
involved as the parents and governors of 
Llancarfan Primary School. 

She made posters for the Vale Council cabinet 
meeting on March 4, saying how much she loves 
her school, she has written letters to the members 
of cabinet pleading with them to keep the school 
open. 

Her photo, asking people to join Llancarfan’s 
campaign to save the school and to like the 
Facebook page ‘save Llancarfan Primary School’ 
has been circling Facebook with nearly 2,000 li kes. 

I was the one who had to tell my daughter of the 
proposed closure and I had to dry her tears, com¬ 
fort her and tell her I’d fight to keep the school 
open, and she is determined to fight the decision 
alongside parents and governors. 

Alana Dalton, 

Barry. 
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CRYMYCH: 01239 831733 
WHITLAND: 01994 240644 
LLANDOW: 01446 775602 


www.riverlea.co.uk 
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An amazing variety of 
businesses are thriving 
on Vale Business Park 


1HE Vale Business Park is one 
of the area’s best kept secrets. 

It is not, of course, the secluded little 
beauty spot type of secret - its hidden 
gems are rather more practical than 
aesthetic. 

Nevertheless, anyone driving from 
Llantwit towards Llysworney who passes 
by without a second glance will be miss¬ 
ing out on goods or services that could 
make their life a whole lot easier. 

The entrance to the Vale Business Park 
is dominated by the Weavers Ford deal¬ 
ership, but further back from the main 
road there is a startling variety of busi¬ 
nesses that make a difference to people in 
the Vale. 

They make a difference because of 
what they have to offer, of course, but 
they also make a difference because of 
the economic activity and employment 
they bring to the Vale. 

Scattered around the park are busi¬ 
nesses skilled in central heating, wood¬ 
working and joinery, household electrical 
work, plumbing, engineering, arts and 
crafts, printing, tool and plant hire, agri¬ 
cultural machinery and motor vehicle 
maintenance, to name but a few! 

The estate started life in the 1970s 
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OWENS 

MOTOR SERVICES ' 

ALL MAKES OF CARS AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIALS 

Refurbished MOT bay offering free re-test within 10 
working days. 

We have a range of parts off the shelf . . . Batteries, brakes, suspension 
parts and all types of filters and wiper blades. 

We also stock a range of all tyres at competitive prices. 

All mechanical repairs and servicing to all makes and models, 
including light commercials, 4x4s and camper vans (manufacturers 
waranty not affected). 

All warranty work undertaken. Multifunction diagnostic facilities, 
including Land Rovers, European and Japanese vehicles, Air 
suspension calibration, ABS, Airbags, etc. 

Free 8 point winter check. Car collection available in surrounding 
Vale area by prior arrangement. 

SERVICING - BRAKES - EXHAUSTS - CLUTCHES - CAMBELTS 
WELDING - GEARBOX - ENGINE REPAIRS - TYRES 
BALANCING - PUNCTURE REPAIRS - TRACKING 
DIAGNOSTICS - SHOCK ABSORBERS - WHEEL BEARINGS 
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN. 

Open from Mon-Fri 8 am - 5 pm. 
Sat 8 am-1 pm. 

Family run business established 1980 
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STATION 

New refurbished 
MOT Bay 
NOW OPEN 


A&GAuto repairs. 

when the Ministry of Defence decided to 
sell off land, which was bought by LEL 
Properties. 

Over the years, millions have been 
invested in buildings and infrastructure, 
and the number of units has risen from 
an original 20 to around 90. 

The variety of units mean that the mix 
of companies stretches from start-ups 
with a small number of staff to much 
larger concerns. 

Indeed, some start-ups have moved 
into larger premises as their business has 
expanded. 

So much of the economic life of an area 
such as the Vale depends on small to 
medium businesses and local entrepre¬ 
neurs, and that spirit is alive and thriv¬ 
ing on the Vale Business Park. 

For anyone unfamiliar with this hidden 
business gem in the Vale, a drive around 
the park would be an enlightening expe¬ 
rience - and you could well find the 
answer to a pressing need! 



Take a closer look... Riverlea, unit 30. 


Car & customer 
collection service 
available 


N : 

-L ^ fl 


EXCAVATORS JOIN PLANT 
HIRE COMPANY’S FLEET 



01446 774870 

Building 18, Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted. 



EW addi¬ 
tions to our 
fleet at R & 

T Tool and Plant 
Hire, your local tool 
and plant hire com¬ 
pany, are the JCB 
8025ZTS ‘3 Tonne’ 
excavator and two 
JCB8010CTS ‘1.5 
Tonne’ excavators, 
along with the 
smallest JCB 0.8 
tonne micro excava¬ 
tor, you can be sure 
that we have the 
right machine for 
your project. 

As well as tool and 
plant equipment for hire, 
we also supply Dewalt 
and Makita power tools 
and rent free gas for 
welding and cutting. 

Call 01446 771999 
for more information. 


C! 
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Tool & Plant Hire 

Also available to hire: Cement Mixers, Wacker Plates 
& Scaffolding. Strimmers, Mowers & Hedge Trimmers. 
Demolition Hammers & Drills and much more... 

Our other services include suppliers of bottled gas. 



SEAIEY 


★ Sealey power tools 
- ★ Air Liquide industrial 

gases to rent or buy. 

Friendly Service & Advice 

Unit 20, Vale Business Park, Llandow 
Tel. 01446 771999 or 774056 www.randt.co.uk 
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Woodspec Joinery - now relocated to 
larger premises at unit 33. 


Established 

1986 


Moved to larger premises 

IfensaJ 



Registered Company 


Woodspec Joinery Specialists Ltd 

Manufacturers of Purpose Made Joinery 
Tel: 01446 772022 Fax: 01446 772033 
Email: sales@woodspec.co.uk 
Unit 33,Vale Business Park, Nr Cowbridge, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF7I 7PF 
www.woodspec.co.uk 



Symposium, the obvious 
choice for your print partner. 

Unts 270 & HL Biasings* Park 
Liarduw. Vale of Glamorgan 
CF71 7PF 
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Llandow, near Cowbridge 
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Good as New 

“Now 10 Years in business” Car Body Repairs 

Unit 4,40DPenllynWay, 

Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 


01446 772757 email: goodasnewl @hotmail.co.uk 


Local company 
offers extensive 
expertise... 


New for 2013, Glamping pods at 
the Ashdown Group unit 32. 




Symposium, 
the people 
who say ‘yes’ 

W HATEVER your print 

requirements, we are the peo¬ 
ple who say ‘Yes!’ 

At Symposium, we provide high quality com¬ 
mercial print, with outstanding customer service 
at extremely competitive prices. 

Our capability to consistently turn around 
diverse jobs in order to meet our customer’s dead¬ 
lines, means that we are always saying - “Yes, we 
can!” 

It is a statement we are getting renowned for. 
Our ability not to just say ‘yes’ to customers, but 
to accomplish those challenging print demands is 
driving our business forward, fuelling the growth 
and development of Symposium and giving us the 
opportunity to reach out to even more customers. 


Butterfly Ceramics 
and Gifts 

For a personal touch this 
Mother’s day or Easter, 
come along and learn how to 
create beautiful, unique items and gifts. 

★ Enjoy a relaxing ‘stress buster’ hobby. 

★ Special introductory prices. 

★ Discounts for groups and families. 

Lots of fun for everyone, including Mum & Dad... 

Unit 11a, Vale Business Park, CF71 7PF 
Call Nina Mason on 07933 809686 
www.butterflyceramics.co.uk 


6> AUTO SAFE 


Quality Assured 


| A&G AVTO REPAIRS | 


Located in Vale Business Park since 1996, and 
established for over 40 years. 

MOT Class 4/7 

General Repairs and Servicing 
Call DaveAicken 01446 773083 
A&G AUTO REPAIRS LTD 

21E Vale Business Park, LLANDOW CF7I 7PF 
www.valecarrepairs.co.uk 


Nina Mason, of Butterfly Ceramics, has 
moved from the Heritage Business Park to 
her new premises on the Vale Business Park. 
If your child has a piece of work which was 
not collected, Nina still has your 
masterpiece - please call in to retrieve it at 
unit 11a - or telephone 07933 809686. 

Over 30 years experience ... 

A$tec tyoinentf 

Purpose-made Joinery 
Specialising in 

WINDOWS, STAIRS & CONSERVATORIES 
plus 

LISTED BUIDING RESTORATION WORK 


Unit 28 B 

Vale Business Park 
Llandow 

Nr Cowbridge CF71 7PF 


Partners: 
Alan Rees 
Graeme Bowsher 
01446 775043 


C S BOXHALL 
LTD, a family 
business 
established in 1990 
with more than 30 
years of experience, 
has gone from 
strength-to- strength, 
having expanded 
both the workforce 
and premises over 
this period. 

Based at the Vale 
Business Park, they have 
a counter service suited 
to both retail and trade, 
and a recently-refur¬ 
bished showroom. 

CS Boxall supplies 
and installs a wide range 
of fireplaces to suit your 
style, creating the ‘per¬ 
fect heart’ for your home. 

We also supply and 
install all types of fires, 


including gas, electric 
and multi-fuel, and a 
complete range of acces¬ 
sories, complementing 
our range of fireplaces. 

As one of the largest 
heating and plumbing 
companies covering 
south Wales, CS Boxall 
supplies, installs, main¬ 
tains and services both 
condensing conventional 
gas boilers and condens¬ 
ing combination boilers. 

We offer a wide range 
of gas central heating 
systems to suit all budg¬ 
ets, and are Worcester 
B o sch-accredited 
installers, which enables 
us to provide a seven- 
year warranty on all 
Worcester Bosch instal¬ 
lations. 

Call in or phone 
01446 772444, for more 
information. 



C.S. Boxall is a family 
business established 
since 1990 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


Ashdown Fencing 
& Landscaping Ltd 

E stablished for 28 years, this 
local company is proficient in all 
types of fencing, gates and hard 
landscaping. Ashdown covers all domes¬ 
tic, agricultural and industrial projects. 

Richard Taylor, owner and founder of Ashdown 
Fencing since 1985, is proud to offer high quality 
services at affordable prices around the Vale of 
Glamorgan and Cardiff. 

Ashdown is a fully qualified and professional 
business, offering a free estimate and expert advice. 
Renowned for a range of services in fencing and 
landscaping, Ashdown can accommodate all your 
renewal and refurbishment needs. 

Find out more on the Ashdown website. Contact 
01446 773949; mobile 07714 241749; email 
rich@ashdown-gwup.co.uk; website www.ash 
downfencing.co.uk; address, Unit 10B, Vale 
Business Park, Llandow, CF71 7PF, also find us on 
Facebook and Twitter. 


ASHDOWN 

FENCING & LANDSCAPING LTD 


Domestic • Agricultural • Industrial 

We are a long established, professional 
company, serving The Vale of Glamorgan 

For a free estimate & expert advice, contact 

n 01446 773949 or 07714 241749 
rich@ashdown-group.co.uk 
www.ashdownfencing.co.uk 

Unit 10B, Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 

For all your 
Oil, Gas, Boiler 
' and Aga 
installation, 
service and 
breakdowns 



Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk • « 
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Family firm with a personal touch 



D. B. FRANCIS ^ 


GAS MAINTENANCE & 

GAS SERVICE ENGINEERS'^ 


1 All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 
1 Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 
Boiler Up-grades 
Heating Controls Up-dated 

■ Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

1 Twelve months guarantee 

■ Good after-sales service and maintenance 


B A IMivt ▲ 

7 Year Guarantee 

Re g no .2584 A.C.O.P. Approved 


FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow, CF71 7PF 

Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 


All types of 
timber buildings 
constructed to 
your own 
specifications 
and costing 
less than you 
think. 

Home Office Space... 

A custom built home 
office in your garden 
could be the ideal 
solution. 


• Show Jumps 
»Log Cabins • Stables 

> Timber Framing • Field 
»Potting Sheds Shelters 
• Play Houses • Kennels 





Ashdown 


Unit 32, Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mobile: 07815 304 156 
e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 

www.ashdown-group.com • www.ashdowncamns.co.uk 


D avid b 

FRANCIS 
Ltd has been 
established for 30 
years in the 
Bridgend and Vale 
of Glamorgan 
areas. 

We are a small, fami¬ 
ly company who feel we 
offer a more personal 
service to our cus¬ 
tomers, unlike the 
national companies, 
who perhaps never get 
to know their customers. 

We have customers 
now who have been 
with us from our start, 
back in 1981. 

We are able to offer a 
comprehensive service 
to our domestic cus¬ 
tomers, whether it be 


natural gas, LPG or oil, 
which includes service 
and maintenance, as 
well as installation; or 
why not enquire about 
our 12 -month mainte¬ 
nance contracts? 

For our more ‘green’ 
customers, we offer a 
solar alternative, togeth¬ 
er with ground-source 
heat pumps. 

For our customers 
with more than one 
property, we offer a gas 
safety check for land¬ 
lord certificates. We 
also install and maintain 
commercial appliances. 

We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
our existing customers 
for their loyalty to us, 
and offer a warm wel¬ 
come to new customers 
thinking of joining us. 


EMSS Ltd offer 
the complete 
service... 


S ERVICING 
and repairs of 
all commercial 
catering equip¬ 
ment, electrical, 
gas, refrigeration 
and portable appli¬ 
ance testing - we 
can undertake 
workshop or on site 
repairs. 

We have F Gas and 
Gas Safe registered 
engineers and NICEIC- 
approved installation 
electricians. 


We supply commer¬ 
cial catering equipment, 
including spare parts, 
sundry items, crockery, 
cutlery, cleaning chemi¬ 
cals, serviettes, toilet 
rolls, etc, and have more 
than 18,000 items in our 
free colour catalogue; 
please telephone us for 
your copy. 

Full commercial 
kitchen and ventilation 
design, supply and 
installation. 

Telephone 01446 
774343 for a free esti¬ 
mate. 


EMSS Ltd 
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ir.ua Muiiitt* 

Md W'kAag Ui 
<•«« kmlm. 



lift* 

I Unit#*, ( Mhrtfp 

Oil TfF 

l(d> 1144ft T74.MJ 
hmMahii 


MARIA RETURNS FROM 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE! 


ADVENTURE athlete 
Maria Leijerstam from the 
Vale has just returned 
from the ‘Last Wild Race 
at the end of the World’ - 
after finishing in fourth 
position. 

Over 10 days, Maria conquered 
a 700km race by foot, bike and 
kayak in Patagonian Chile. Eleven 
international teams took part and 
Maria, the female element of 
Team Berghaus, came fourth. 

“The experience has re-defined 
reality for me,” said Maria. “We 
spent days bashing through inpen- 
etrable Patagonian forest, we tra¬ 
versed a million year old glacier, 
jumped across wide open crevass¬ 
es where every footfall was poten¬ 


tially fatal, kayaked past icebergs 
and didn’t sleep very much at all.” 

“The rain poured down almost 
non-stop and I was soaked to the 
skin for 10 days,” she added. 

The Patagonian wind was so 
fierce at times that Team Berghaus 
were forced to shelter under rocks. 

On one fateful night, the team 
found themselves stuck on a 800 
metre high cliff edge with the light 
fading and winds and rain at gale 
force. 

“The only way out was to abseil 
into the unknown. Luckily we 
found our way out of this difficult 
situation just before calling the 
rescue helicopter,” said Maria. 

“Our team motto, ‘ Keep On 
Keeping On ’ was constantly play¬ 
ing in my mind and I made a real 
effort to keep smiling because in 


the middle of the Patagonia 
wilderness, it was all I had”, said 
Maria. 

The team even ran out of food 
for a 24-hour period and had to 
succumb to foraging for berries. 
“The experience will stay with me 
forever”, said Maria. 

The organisers, NIGSA of the 
Nomadas International Group 
have run this eco-adventure for the 
past 10 years and for the first time 
due to the excessively tough con¬ 
ditions not a single team complet¬ 
ed the full course. 

Maria is now back in Wales 
nursing some frost-bitten toes and 
preparing to run her own series of 
adventure races, the BURN 
SERIES, throughout the summer. 

To find out more visit her web¬ 
site www.burnseries.co.uk 


School’s community 
faith garden is a 
fast growing success! 



ABOVE and BELOW: All Saints pupils, hard at work in their garden. 



AT All Saints Church in 
Wales Primary School, 
Barry, the next exciting 
phase of the community 
faith garden is well under 
way. 

Art co-ordinator, Mrs Evans, 
has been working with the Out 
to Learn Willow team and the 
school’s Eco Committee to cre¬ 
ate the living willow features, 
incorporating the children’s own 
designs. 


The paved Celtic cross is now 
enclosed by a circular willow 
‘fedge’ and the space contains a 
domed willow arbour over a 
bench. 

An outer willow fedge enclos¬ 
es the entire garden to create a 
place for ca lm and quiet reflec¬ 
tion. 

Large outdoor musical instru¬ 
ments will be used to enhance 
the activities. 

New spring growth from the 
willow can be harvested to cre¬ 


ate new hedging and will also 
become a sustainable source of 
material for willow workshops. 

The gardening club will main¬ 
tain the garden and weave new 
willow growth into the struc¬ 
tures. 

Headteacher Richard Ware is 
delighted with the progress of 
the garden, which will be a con¬ 
tinuing source of inspiration for 
pupils and visitors. NM 
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Swimmers do well in Urdd competition 


RECENTLY, pupils 
competed in the 
Urdd’s swimming 
competition. 

Rhys James, year-7 
came second in the 
freestyle race and fourth 
in the backstroke. The 
years 7 and 8 relay team 
(Rhys James, Joseff 
Williams, Kory Russell 
and Aron Arthur) came 
fourth in the free and 
mixed relay, and Olivia 
Insole reached the final 
of the backstroke race. 

Gymnastics 

AT Sophia Gardens, 
pupils competed in the 
county gymnastics 
competition. 

In the teams competi¬ 
tion, the year 10-13 girls 
and boys teams were 
both victorious. The year 
7-9 boys team came sec¬ 
ond and the year 7-9 girls 
team came third. 

In the year 10-13 boys 
individual competition, 

Emyr Byrne came first 
and George Connelly 
came second and in the year 10-13 
girls individual competition, Ffion 
Byrne was also first. 

Star’s visit 

ON Wednesday, January 30, rugby 
international Mike Phillips visited 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg and a 
question and answer session was held 
in the school hall with members of 
the school’s sports teams. 

Argentine 

visitors 

ON Wednesday, January 30, the 
First XV rugby team, played against 
St Luke’s School from Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. 

The Firsts were victorious over 
their opponents. It was an excellent 
experience for all involved to play 
against a new team from a foreign 
country. 

Enterprise 

competition 

FOLLOWING the South-East 
Wales Youth Enterprise competition 
final, we are pleased to announce 
that the Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg business group, BAB 
were victorious. 

There were eight teams competing, 
including one from Cwm Rhymni, 
Llangynwyd, Llanhari and Gwynllyw 
and two teams from Plasmawr and Bro 
Morgannwg. 

Members of the winning team were 
Kaleb Corrigan, Llyr Hinton, Jessica 
Talbot, Bethan Williams and Kiera 
Edgar-Higgins. They completed a 
detailed business plan as well as 
designing a logo for their bag and they 
sold all 100 bags. 

They also gave a presentation to the 
judges as seen on Dragon’s Den. 

The group B4L also managed to sell 
all of their bags and were given a spe¬ 
cial commendation by the judges. 

Rotary public 
speaking 

THE Rotary public speaking com¬ 
petition was held at Barry Boys 
Comprehensive School. 

There were two teams from Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro Morgannwg competing in 
the KS3 competition and one team 
was successful. 

Lois Aled, Nia Fenn and Caleb 
Darwin won with the topic ‘Are we 
clowns for experimenting with 
cloning?’ 

The year-8 team also did very well 
with Brennig Davies giving an excel¬ 
lent speech on ‘Instant Celebrities’. 
Manon Wiliam was the proposer and 
Llinos Jones won a prize for the best 
chairperson. 

In the over-14s competition, 
Morwenna Osmond, Betsan Jones and 
Rhiannon Berry came second to the 
team from Bryn Hafren, with Betsan 




ABOVE: The school’s gymnasts who competed in Sophia Gardens, Cardiff. 


winning a prize for the best proposer. 

The year-10 boys team, Will Rees, 
Jordan Stavrakis and Ben Popham 
spoke very well as well. 

Lois Aled, Nia Fenn and Caleb 
Darwin from year-9 continued their 
success in the Rotary Youth Speaks 
competition in the second round held 
at Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg on 
Tuesday, February 19 and their debate 
‘Are we Clowns for Cloning?’ proved 
successful once again. 

They all won individual prizes as 
well - Caleb Darwin best proposer, 
Lois Aled best speaker and Nia Fenn 
best chairperson. They will now go on 
to face teams in the District Final. 

Lois Aled 

LOIS is a year-9 pupil who has 
recently competed in the S4C cook¬ 
ing competition - Coglnio. 

This is the second year that the 
school has competed in the pro¬ 
gramme. Last year, four pupils made it 
through to the last 20, with Ryan 
James making it through to the last 
rounds. 

Lois has had tremendous success. 
She made it through the school round, 
where we had 10 entrants. She then 
went to UWIC to compete against 20 
other young people from across Wales 
and made it through to the final six, 
where she had the opportunity to work 
alongside professional chefs. 

This is an excellent achievement for 
a pupil who is only in year-9. Well 
done, Lois. The series is to be aired on 
S4C in March. 

School cooking 
competition 

THIS year, for the first time, a cook¬ 
ing competition has been included 
as one of the homework topics for 
the school eisteddfod. 

Before half term, each school house 
held a preliminary round, with every¬ 
one making scones. Only one pupil 
from each year represented their 
house. The final round was held after 
school. 

The topic was ‘Victoria sponge 
cake’ and competitors were given the 
same list of ingredients, method and 
preparation time. To ensure the judg¬ 
ing process was fair, the staff were 
invited to taste and to judge the com¬ 
petition. 

As you can imagine, there was a 
rush of staff all willing to offer their 
services as judges! 

I believe we have started a new tra¬ 
dition in the world of the school 
eisteddfod: “The great Bro 

Morgannwg Eisteddfod Bake Off!” 

The winners were: Year-7 - Jack 
Tweddle - Cadog; Year-8 - Catrin 
Roberts - Illtud; Year-9 - Jack Davies 

- Mihangel; Year-10 - Hanna Davies 

- Illtud. 
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ABOVE and BELOW: Rugby star Mike Phillips visited 
the school for a question and answer session. 



ABOVE: Some of the young enterprise winners. 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 


beat anv writt 


art t 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BEVELLED FRONT DOORS £499 If Ordered by March 31 st 
WINDOW & DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
‘ 6 WINDOWS FITTED FROM £ 

’ DOORS FITTED FROM £450 . 


FRENCH DOORS FROM £795 . 

CONSERVATOR 

COMPOsiTE DOORS FITTED FROM £795 


B WINDOWS a DOORS V 

V FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE || 
B FREE VERTICAL BLINDS ^ 

B WIDE RANGE OF STYLES a FINISHES 
B 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 
ASK ABOUT OUR TRADE WINDOWS. 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 








Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


not to be 
missed 

This stunning 

Bevelled 
Front Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 



Free Conservatory 
Design Service Available 

We supply & fit Fascias, 
Gutters & Downpipes 


FREE ONLINE QUOTES 

www.mpnwindows.com 


«i*T*C* 
uuJira>:n 
(0« WIN A 
M* 


munrn wi 




choose one of these perfect doors 


A* ABOUT OUR TRAD! WINDOWS, DOORS AND COMSERVAJORIES 

Email: 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

Opening Hours: 

9am to 9pm 

wf«i pwi fMin » 079^6 640959 7 Days a Week 

Amazing Offer! 

J ClaiTi your free vel cal blinds with every full house 
1 of windows and doors or conservatory fitted! 

Ttrws a-d ((Kditiem n>(iy 

BRIDGEND 01656 648464 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 
BARRY 01446 539212 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF 11 8 AP 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

FEATURE 


V 

V"5 KiSW ’““ 

SERVICING REPAIRS MOT’S 


DIAGNOSTICS AND MUCH MORE 


% 




Services we carry out: ■ 

• Servicing of vehicles V 
in or out of warranty ^ 

• MoT’s 

• Full Land Rover & snap-on diagnostics 

• Engine repairs & replacement 

• Clutches & gearboxes 

• Timing belt replacement 

• Welding • Brakes & Exhausts 

• Tyres & puncture repairs 

WE OPERATE A COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
SERVICE IN LOCAL AND SURROUNDING AREAS. 
Please phone or pop in for a quote 


FED UP OF PAYING HIGH PETROL COSTS? 
WHY NOT HAVE AN LPG CONVERSION BY US. 

01446 773768 

email:vale4x4@btconnect.com 


Don’t forget your car when 
it is spring cleaning time! 


E VERYONE acknowledges the 
importance of spring cleaning 
your home, but what about spring 
cleaning your car? 

The AA has plenty of advice to offer, looking 
at the inside, outside, and underneath your 
vehicle: 

INSIDE 

The inside of your car may well not have 
dried out properly all through the winter, as wet 
shoes and clothes keep bringing in moisture, 
with insufficient heat or ventilation to dry it out. 

Discoloured upholstery, rotted carpets and 
general shabbiness can seriously reduce a car’s 
resale value. 

Take out loose mats before vacuuming the 
carpets. If required, shampoo the carpets too 
but avoid using too much water and ideally 
choose a warm sunny day when doors and win¬ 
dows can be left open to help them dry - as long 
as you can keep a close eye on the car to prevent 
theft. 

Wet patches under the carpets are a sign of 
rain water penetration. This can lead to serious 
corrosion so should be investigated thoroughly. 

You’ll probably need expert help as the point 
of water entry can be difficult to find. 

Accessory shops are full of cleaning products 
for upholstery, trim and roof linings, but make 
sure you use the right product for each materi¬ 
al. 

Always do a test on a small patch first to 
avoid mistakes. 

Interior glass and painted metal surfaces 
need only a wipe over with clean water and a 
chamois leather. 

OUTSIDE 

Remove winter grime from paint work with 
warm water and a suitable car shampoo. 

Start on the roof and work your way down 
and around the car, allowing stubborn dirt at 
the bottom to soak. 


BARRY TYRE CENTRE U 

A family owned 
business 
serving Barry 
for nearly 
40 years. 

Our Service Centre is available 
to customers old and new. 




& 


CAR SERVICING 

from only 

£ 49.95 

Main dealer servicing, 
but not at main dealer prices. 
Original specification 
parts used. 

Top grade oils used. 
Service records 
fully stamped. 


d§* 



Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 

LOWER GUTHRIE m HOLTON ROAD, 

fo-’mw STREET, BARRY CF634PS ImI BARRY CF634HU 

' 01446 737447 H 01446 745888 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk OPE 8 N 3 - a ^ ond 5 a 0 v P F m riday 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Saturday 8.30am -1.00pm 


Pay particular attention to the undersides of 
doors and sills and make sure that all the sham¬ 
poo is fully rinsed off before drying the car. 

Attend to minor areas of corrosion, stone 
chips etc. as they will only get worse if left. 
Areas of extensive corrosion are best left to the 
experts. 

Polish offers some paintwork protection and 
will help to restore any loss of gloss on older 
vehicles. Use a good quality polish and follow 
the manufacturer's instructions. 

UNDERNEATH 

The underside of the car takes the worst of 
the winter weather. Mud soaks-up salt laden 
spray and, if left, will cause corrosion over time. 

Assuming there’s no hosepipe ban, hose down 
the entire underside of the car, paying particu¬ 
lar attention to the front and rear wheel arch 
areas. 

When dry, check for signs of damage to the 
underbody sealing compound. 

The terms of any long-term anti-corrosion 
warranty might specify how such repairs should 

TuvntwIttyrF 

CENTRE 


All brands and 
makes of lyres 
available 

Car Wash from £5 


Unit 5, Heritage Business Park, 
Wick Road, Llantwit Major CF61 1YU 

01446 793435 07809 826532 


be carried out. If in doubt check with your deal¬ 
er. 

TYRES 

Check tyres carefully for tread and general 
condition. The legal minimum tread depth is 
1.6mm, but we recommend replacing them 
before the tread gets down to 2mm. 

Look for faults such as cuts, splits or bulges 
too and have any damaged or worn tyres 
replaced. Don’t forget the spare. 




For all ^ 1 

your « "iV 

motoring . _ - m 

needs 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


• Servicing • General Repairs 

• MOT & Preparation • Clutches 

• Exhausts • Timing/Cam Belt 

• Replacement • Brakes 

• Code Reading • Welding 

• Tyres • Tracking & Balancing 

• Suspension/Shocks 

• Engine & Gearbox Replacement 

• Free Tyre & 

Antifreeze Checks 


Unit 7 & 8, Heritage Business Park, 
Wick Road, Llantwit Major CF61 1 YU 

Tel: 01446 795855 
Mob: 07967 129977 


Good as New 


Car Body Repairs 


“Now 10 Years 
in business” 

Tristan Greedy would like to inform all 
of his customers that due to business 
expansion they have moved from the 
Heritage Business Park, Wick Road, 

Llantwit Major to their new premises 
(next door to the Post Office sorting 
office), Llandow, Vale Business Park 
- and it’s business as normal. 

Unit 4,40D Penllyn Way, 
Vale Business Park, 
Llandow CF71 7PF 



We guarantee to beat 
any genuine quote 


We will try to beat your excess before you go through your insurance. 


Open 6 days a week 8am till late 
Bumper scuffs 
Wheel refurbishment 
Window tinting 
Resprays 

Light & Heavy Accident Repairs 
Courtesy cars provided 
We will guarantee to beat any 
genuine like for like quotation 
We deal with all major insurance 
companies 

“If your excess is too high - give us a try” 





New Phone No. 01446 772757 

email: goodasnewl @hotmail.co.uk 


Find us on 
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Byron Court, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 

First Floor Retirement Flat 
Residential Warden 


£89,950 


Heol Trelales, Laleston, Bridgend 

Very spacious 
4 Bedrooms 
Garage 


£195,950 


Harding Close, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
South Facing Rear Garden 


£209,950 



Livingstone Way, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
17ft Kitchen/Diner 
Backing Onto Golf Club 


£99,950 


Eagle Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Landscaped Rear 
Allocated Parking 


£105,000 


Magpie Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Sought After Position 


£109,950 


Heol Ger-Y-Felin, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
View Today 


£124,500 



Harding Close, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

75' Rear Garden, Garage 


£124,950 


Picketston Close, St Athan 

3 Beds 

Open Plan Living/Kitchen 
Garage 


£125,000 


Greys Drive, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
View Today 


£129,950 


Gileston Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms Plus Nursery 
View of the Fields 
Conservatory 


£134,950 



Church Meadow, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Modernised and Updated 
Family Home 


£136,550 


Warlow Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Well Presented Family Home 
No Onward Chain 


£149,950 


Trebeferad, Boverton, Llantwit Major 

3 Beds 

24' Kitchen\Diner 
94' Rear Garden 


£150,000 


Eurgan Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
South Side Location 
View Today 


£159,950 



Boverton Court, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
Call Today To View 


£198,500 


St Michaels Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 

Updated And Modernised 
View From The Verandah 


£209,950 


Ty Mawr Gwyn, Flemingston 

5 Bedrooms 

Backing Onto Open Fields 
Granny Annex 


£379,950 


Ty Gadlys, Llanmaes 

4 Bedrooms 

Detached Family Residence 
Individually Designed 


£405,000 


Attention Landlords... 

Full management can reduce stress and improve profit 

s Low voids to increase yield s Zoopla marketing s Proactive rent review assessments 

s Zero tolerance for non payment s Glamorgan GEM marketing s Free, same day faster rent payments 

S ARLA qualified ensure high standards s Quarterly written inspections s Regular feedback on prospective tenants 

s Rightmove marketing S Full referencing including current landlord s Over 20 years letting experience 

From a single property to a large portfolio, our ARLA qualified member can provide 
free advice on a current property or a potential purchase. 

Claire Edwards MARLA - 01446 791 966 or 07847 888 730 ARLA 


Chris Davies 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Starling Road, St Athan - £450 pcm 
Two Bedrooms, Kitchen/diner, GCH 
Woodlands Road, Barry - £475 pcm 
Ground floor apartment, two bedrooms 
part furnished 


Murlande Way, Rhoose - £475 pcm 

Modern mid link,Two beds, New carpets 

Pontypridd Road, Barry - £495 pcm 

First Floor Flat, 2 Bed with Garage 

Redwood Close, Boverton - £500 pcm 

Two Bed upper floor flat, Lounge, Electric heating 

Pinewood Square, St Athan - £500 pcm 

Two bedrooms, Kitchen/diner, Gardens 

Barry Road, Barry - £525 pcm 

Ground floor flat,Three bedrooms, Garden 

Mallory Close, St Athan - £525 pcm 

Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, enclosed rear garden 

Bell Street, Barry - £550 pcm 

Refurbished two/three bed, Downstairs bathroom, 

garden 

Bell Street, Barry - £550 pcm 

2/3 Bedrooms, downstairs bathroom, CCH 

High Street, Barry - £550 pcm 

Two bed flat, Over two floors, Garden 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose - £550 pcm 

Two bedrooms, Part-furnished, Enclosed rear garden 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose - £550 pcm 

Two bedrooms, Kitchen with oven/hob, Garage 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose - £550 pcm 

Two bedrooms, Conservatory, GCH 

Glanfa Dafydd, Barry - £550 pcm 

3rd floor modern apartment, Equipped kitchen 

Two bedrooms 

High Street, Barry - £595 pcm 

Three Bed Flat, Over two floors, Garage and garden 

Harding Close, Boverton, Llantwit Major - £595 pcm 

Three bedrooms, Kitchen diner, Large rear garden 

Willowbrook Gardens, St Mellons - £600 pcm 

Two Bedroom, Modern Property with Garden 

Bell Street, Barry - £625 pcm 

Three Bedrooms, recently redecorated, GCH 

Manor Park, Llantwit Major - £625 pcm 

Three bed detached property, two receptions 

garage and driveway 


3 Bedrooms, Recently Redecorated, Large Rear Garden 
Harbour Road, Barry - £900 pcm 
Semi detached Victorian property, Five bedrooms 
Original features 

Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 


01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


m SPA IK 
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Pinar de Campoverde, 
Costa Blanca 

Three bed detached villa. Two bathrooms. 
5 minutes drive to golf and beach. 

15 minutes to airport. 

£114,000 


Call Paul Freephone 0800135 7503 


OFT 


f rightmove, 



chris-davies.co.uk 
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Bryan survives wet and wild weather! 


THE monthly meeting of the Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf Society was held recently at 
Pyle and Kenfig Golf Club, sponsored by 
Mr Gino Cocco, of Llanharan Concrete 
Co Ltd. 

The long spell of wet weather, which has been the 
curse of golf clubs throughout the country, resulted 
in several holes on the back nine being out of play 
but a few temporary holes known as ‘the loop’ 
allowed members to enjoy a full round of golf. 

RESULTS 

Wiinner - Bryan Owen with 32 stableford points; 
runner up - Julian Kelly with 29 points; third - Neil 
McLean with 28 points; fourth - Keith Davies with 
27 points. 

Nearest the pin on the par 3 holes sponsored by 
Llanerch Vineyard: 4th hole - Bryan Owen; 6th hole 
- Keith Davies; 11th hole - Barrie Melhuish; 14th 
hole - Neil Mclean. 

Longest drive, sponsored by The Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge: winner - Barrie Melhuish. 

Guest section: winner with 31 stableford points, 
Barrie Melhuish; runner up - Robbie Llewellyn with 
21 points. 

Lost ball competition sponsored by Premier Turf 
Ltd: won by Clive Edwards, who correctly guessed 
48 balls would fail to return home. 

The society’s next meeting is scheduled for 
February 28 at Southemdown Golf Club, kindly 
sponsored by Mr Glyn Watts-Jones. 

At this meeting incoming captain Gwyn Thomas 
will herald his appointment with the traditional cap¬ 
tain’s drive-in and members are asked to be in atten¬ 
dance at 10.30am to witness Gwyn launching his 
fairway-splitting opening drive. 

*The society recently held it’s annual presentation 
evening, and as you can see from the photos, a great 
time was had by all! TMcC 




Bombettes blitz Blackwood 


BARRY Bombettes travelled 
up to play Blackwood Ladies 
with a big squad and new 
additions. 

Blackwood could field only 13 
players and this resulted in a reshuffle 
,and a pack consisting of the front 5 
and No 8 Cole. 

The game started well for Barry, 
with most of the possession and game 
in the Blackwood half. It soon 
became evident that Blackwood’s No 
10 Mochan, was their danger player. 

After a break in midfield, 
Bombettes full back Hill was left 1 
on 1 with the speedy stand off charg¬ 
ing at her. Typically the dependable 
Hill tackled her superbly and the dan¬ 
ger was averted. 

Scrum half Yapp was given good 
ball from the line outs, but was con¬ 
stantly harassed by the Blackwood 
forwards. Greater protection needs to 
be provided in the games ahead. 

From good driving play Blackwood 
conceded another penalty deep in their 
22. A quick tap by Yapp fed centre 
Jones who bustled her way to with in 
5 metres, only for the supporting 


Richards to power her way over for a 
try. The conversion was narrowly 
missed. 

The Bombettes then exerted more 
pressure and became entrenched in 
the home half. From another solid 
Barry scrum, Cole broke from the 
back of the scrum. She fed debutant 
Chelsea Rees, playing her first game 
of rugby at No 10. She sprinted and 
side stepped her way to the whitewash 
for a brilliant try, converted by Jones 
for 0-12. 

The next score came from the ram¬ 
paging Cole, who from another dom¬ 
inant Barry scrum broke from the 
Blackwood 10 metre line and sprinted 
over. 

The second half started where the 
Bombettes left off charging into tack¬ 
les. Bannister showed her speed and 
sniping skills by charging off down 
the blind side, finding support from 
Nation. 

The resultant drive from the for¬ 
wards resulted in quick ball for 
Richards to speed into space and 
power over for her second try. 

The next Barry try came from the 
solid forward play again down the 


Barry left side. Barry were held up 
short and Jones sniped over from close 
range to make it 0- 27. 

Blackwood to their credit, kept on 
asking questions of the Barry defence 
and drove into Barry’s ‘22’. From a 
resultant infringement, the power 
house 2nd row Garner-Joel was off¬ 
side and took a 10 minute breather. 
Blackwood sensed this was their 
opportunity and duly powered over for 
a thoroughly deserved try, duly con¬ 
verted by Mochan to reduce the 
arrears to 7-27. 

Like any good side, the best form of 
defence is attack and Barry took the 
game back to Blackwood. Jones then 
showed her other skills , picking up 
from the base of a ruck on halfway 
and breaking through the tiring 
defence. 


She then showed deceptive speed to 
out sprint the covering defence and 
touch down for a final score of 7-32. 

TEAM: Hill, O’Neill, Britton, K 
Jones (c), C Rees, Yapp, L 
Major,,Cole, Bannister , Williams, 
Gamer-Joel, Evans ,Cahill, Richards, 
Home. Replacements: Phillips, Boffy, 
Potter, Cushden and K Jones. 

Barry woman of the match went to 
Williams and Blackwood chose Hill. 

Players and management wish a 
speedy recovery to M Britton for her 
nose. 

We are always looking for new 
players, no experience needed. We 
train Thurs at 7. 45pm on the Bryn 
Hafren Astro pitch. 

Next match is against Gwernyfed 
this Sunday, March 3, kick off 2.30pm. 

AM 


CALLING ALL CLUB OFFICIALS 

We welcome your sports reports, news 
and other items of interest - email us at: 

gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 
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OSPREYS DUO SUPPORT RUGBY STARLETS 



The boys team from Nantyfyllon Primary and Caerau 
Primary’s girls team show off their winners medals. 


Friends of Victoria Park 
look forward to future 
with new equipment 



Pictured at Victoria Park were David Fanning (secretary of Cadoxton Bowls Club), 
David Langford (Friends of Victoria Park), Coun Gwyn John (cabinet member for 
leisure, parks, culture and sports development), Nigel Cockram (FoVP), Sian Jones 
(chairperson of FoVP), Coun Anne Moore, Sandra Campbell (FoVP), Coun Neil 
Moore (Leader of the Council), Clifford Jones (FoVP), Gwyneth Cockram ( Treasurer 
FoVP), Pat White (Secretary FoVP) and Jon Greatrex (Victoria Park manager). 


CELEBRATION was the 
order of the day at the 
February meeting of the 
Friends of Victoria Park as 
the group took delivery of 
their new event equipment, 
which includes deckchairs, 
gazebos and a marquee. 

Over the last five years the 
Friends of Victoria Park, together 
with the Victoria Park team, have 
hosted a wide range of events 
from dog shows to Halloween par¬ 
ties, carol concerts, charity and 
community events and the popular 
Cadstock Music Festival. The 
group has also succeeded in rais- 

LENT LUNCHES 

LENT lunches will be held on 
four Thursdays ending on 
March 14 in All Saints church 
hall, Park Road, Barry, from 12 
noon to 1.30pm. 

Admission is £5 (including 
raffle and soup, bread and 
cheese, and tea/coffee). 
Proceeds to the Kiyombe Cow 
scheme. Everyone welcome. 


ing more than £3,200 for charity 
in the last year alone. 

With events at the park attract¬ 
ing more and more visitors, the 
need for professional event equip¬ 
ment became apparent. Local 
councillors were able to assist the 
Friends by supporting their appli¬ 
cation for section 106 develop¬ 
ment funds, which has since been 
obtained and used to purchase the 
new equipment. 

Chair of the Friends Group Sian 
Jones said “This is such a great 
help, and will make it much easier 
to put on events. 

“We are all very excited about 
the coming year. Last year was so 
successful despite the bad weath¬ 
er, and with this new equipment 
things can only be better”. 

The Leader of the Vale Council, 
Coun Neil Moore and Coun Gwyn 
John, Vale cabinet member for 
parks and leisure, attended last 
week’s meeting at Victoria Park to 
make the formal presentation to 
the group. 

With the arrival of the new 
event items, which includes three 
gazebos, one small marquee, 25 


trestle tables, 100 deckchairs and a 
small public address system, the 
group are looking forward to 
arranging their next event and put¬ 
ting their new equipment to good 
use. 

Coun Moore said: “Victoria 
Park and its Friends group have 
shown what can be done when you 
have a good team working togeth¬ 
er. 

“I was very pleased to be able 
to support their application. Anne 
and I have visited several events 
over the past few years, they are 
always lively and great fun.” 

Coun John added: “Victoria 
Park is a lovely place to visit, and 
the Friends Group show how 
much it is loved. 

“They are a credit to their com¬ 
munity, always do their best to put 
on a good show, and I wish them 
all the very best in years to come”. 

If you would like further infor¬ 
mation about Victoria Park, join¬ 
ing the Friends Group, or upcom¬ 
ing events, please contact Jon 
Greatrex, Victoria Park Manager 
on 07809 551465/01446 709580 


Peter the 
retriever gives 
guiding paw to 
airport staff! 


A TRAINING 
course offered by 
Guide Dogs Cymru 
has continued to 
improve the service 
offered by staff at 
Cardiff Airport 
when assisting 
blind or partially 
sighted passengers. 

Members of the air¬ 
port’s Special Assistance 
Team refreshed their 
knowledge of sighted 
guiding with a little help 
from golden retriever 
Peter and course leader, 
Rick Allbrook. 

Staff participated 
enthusiastically, working 
in pairs alongside Peter, 
simulating the journey 
blind or partially sighted 
passengers would have 
to take throughout the 
terminal, negotiating 
doors, stairs and pave¬ 
ment kerbs. 

The group also found 
out about different many 
eye conditions and expe¬ 
rienced the effects of 
sight loss by donning 
simulation spectacles. 

All attendees qualified 
for the My Guide Level 
1 certificate in sighted 
guiding. 


Rick Allbrook, My 
Guide ambassador for 
Guide Dogs Cymru, 
said: “Initially, they 
were all a little nervous, 
but after putting the 
techniques into practice 
and some coaching there 
was a noticeable 
increase in confidence in 
a short period of time. 

“All agreed they had 
learnt a lot of useful 
information, and now 
felt confident that they 
would be able to offer 
sighted guiding to visu¬ 
ally impaired people 
who use Cardiff Airport. 
The techniques can also 
be used for other less 
mobile passengers.” 

Margaret James, 
Cardiff Airport added: 
“The training provided 
by Guide Dogs Cymru 
has proved invaluable 
for our staff as we strive 
to have an inclusive 
environment for all pas¬ 
sengers passing through 
the airport. The support 
we offer to passengers 
with restricted mobility 
is key in enabling safe 
and confident travel and 
often makes the differ¬ 
ence between a person 
choosing whether or not 
to fly.” 


VALE PLANNING 


Ms Janet White - Land at Hill View Stud, 
Colwinston Lane, Llysworney - Retention of sta¬ 
ble building and wooden storage building. 

Mr David Bracher - 9 Barons Close, Llantwit 
Major - double height extension forming new 
dwelling. 

Mr Kiall Spencer - 53 Amherst Crescent, Barry 
Island - Single storey extension (amendment to 
planning permission 2011/00330/FUL). 

Mr R Penn - 1 Portland Close, Penarth - Reduce 
Oak tree by 20 per cent and remove Yew tree. 

Mr Nethercott - 13 Station Road, Dinas Powys - 
Fell Sycamore tree. 

Mr Jeffrey Bird - RS Bird Ltd, Birds Lane, 
Cowbridge - One profile sign over entrance to 
alleyway from High Street to Birds Lane; two 
directional signs facing onto Birds Lane from the 
gable ends of 10 and 14 High Street; profile sign 
and four logo profile signs on eastern elevation of 
block of new non-food retail units. 


OSPREYS stars 
Rhys Webb and 
Scott Baldwin have 
been supporting tal¬ 
ented young players 
from Bridgend 
County Borough at 
a local tag rugby 
tournament. 

Held at at 
Nantyffyllon RFC and 
co-ordinated by 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s 
Active Young People 
team in partnership with 
the Ospreys, WRU and 
Bridgend Ravens, the 
competition saw boys 
and girls’ teams from 
Nantyffyllon, Caerau, 
Cwmfelin, Porthcawl 
and St Mary’s and St 
Patrick’s primary schools 
going for gold. 

Nantyfyllon overcame 
St Mary’s and St 
Patrick’s to win the boys 
competition, with 

Cwmfelin winning the 
bronze medal match. In 
the girls competition, 
Caerau narrowly took the 
gold against Nantyfyllon, 
with Porthcawl winning 
the third place play-off. 

Afterwards, the teams 
proudly showed off their 
medals as they had pic¬ 
tures taken with the 
Ospreys stars as part of 
the awards presentation. 

The tournament was a 
part of a series of con¬ 
tests taking place across 


the county borough, with 
the winners and runners 
up going through to the 
finals. The finalists will 
be going head-to-head at 
the Riverside Hardware 
Brewery Field on Friday, 
March 8 as a curtain-rais¬ 
er for the tie between 
Bridgend Ravens and 
Swansea RFC. 

Councillor Lyn 

Morgan, Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Wellbeing, 
said: “A big thank you to 
Nantyffyllon RFC and 
the other rugby clubs 
who have offered their 
facilities and hospitality 
to the teams during this 
series of tournaments. 

“It’s important that the 
council, its partners and 
local sports clubs all 
work together to encour¬ 
age children to be active 
and get involved with 
local sport. 

“A big well done goes 
to all the children who 
have competed so far, 
and good luck to the 
teams who have made it 
through to the final. 
Playing at the Brewery 
Field will be a great 
experience for them.” 

For more details on 
the tag rugby tourna¬ 
ments, please contact 
BCBC’s Active Young 
People Department on 
(01656) 815216/815218. 


When £5 million 
was left in a lane 
outside a bank! 


THE speaker at the 
Barry Men’s Forum 
last week, was John 
Davies, who spoke at 
very short notice 
about some of his 
experiences while 
working abroad as an 
accountant. 

He had stepped in to 
give a very interesting 
talk, after the late with¬ 
drawal of the planned 
speaker. 

After training in 
Cardiff and working in 
the UK, in 1971, John 
took the plunge and 
moved with his family to 
Zambia, then to 
Indonesia, and then to 
Sierra Leone - where he 
was appointed as head 
accountant at a diamond 
mining company 

employing 7,000 people. 

The company would 
pay out a bonus to all its 
employees if they had a 
profitable year, and in 
1985 a large pay-out 
totalling £5 million was 
to be given to the work¬ 
ers. 

After problems in get¬ 
ting their local bank to 
provide such a sum, it 
was eventually agreed 
that the main office in 
Freetown could provide 
sufficient funds. John 
went and arranged the 
payment, and after sign¬ 
ing for it, four large 
boxes containing the 
money were handed 
over. The company had 
provided a very secure 
Land Rover, normally 
used to transport the dia¬ 
monds, with a large con¬ 
tingent of security offi¬ 
cials. 

The boxes were to be 
transferred via the back¬ 


door of the bank, and the 
lane to the door was 
down a very narrow lane, 
which the vehicle, with¬ 
out any mirrors, could 
just back down. 

It was agreed that 
when the money was 
loaded, they would 
knock three times, to tell 
the driver to move off. 
With the boxes ready to 
load, the bank manger 
came out to watch the 
operation, and went up 
to the Land Rover and 
knocked it with his fist, 
saying: “That’s a very 
strong vehicle.” 

At which signal, the 
driver moved quickly 
off, to be joined at the 
main road by six police 
outriders, followed by an 
army lorry with 20 
armed soldiers, and the 
company security 

guards, all in attendance. 
The boxes of money 
were left in the lane with 
John, while the convoy 
sped the 20 miles to the 
airport! 

After a fleeting 
thought of doing a runner 
with the cash, he loaded 
the boxes into his car and 
drove to the airport, 
unaccompanied, eventu¬ 
ally being able to reunite 
the £5 million cash, with 
the security guards and 
load it on the plane! 

On Thursday, March 
7, the speaker will be Dr 
Edward Hellewell whose 
talk is entitled ‘You can’t 
get much lower than 
this’. New members are 
welcome; for further 
information, contact 
02920 594881. 

PMW 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 

Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 

Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems installed. 

Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 
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CALL 
PAUL WILLI 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


a 




www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

* Blinds 

• Shuners 

♦Awnings ( SOlat 
•Canopies 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 




Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

Poor Reception Fixed 
Hh\ * • OAP Discounts 

Additional TV Points 
• Digital Aerial Installations 
^ Free Home Visits 

Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS J 


BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


01446 439125 or 07818 413451 | TEL (029) 2086 0631 


(Mlkstasi) 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE * 
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Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 




BUILD 


Extensions • Loft Conversions • Grant Works 
New Builds • Garage Conversions from £3,995 


(-♦I 


Email your drawings 
for a quotation. 

info@davembuildtech.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

» 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


ACORN 

Building & Property 

From easing a door or 1 
patio to building a new 
Qualifed tradesman wit 

Tel. John 0752 

Services iflife 

aying your 
extension. 

h 35 years experience. 

7 835650 


D.P. 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Rooting • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 

TOO SMALL 'W 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 

R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 621690 
or 07920 195775 


BARRY & VALE RAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOIVINGALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

■A PROPERTY "S? 

) MAINTENANCE 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 



Clear 

(fmiiq Jwop i 1 
Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


w Le me @ 
guildofmastersweeps 


The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 






ARK 

CARPENTRY 

Specialising in all 
aspects of carpentry 
and joinery. 

Kitchens/Doors/Floors/ 

Roofs/Maintenance/ 

Stairs 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Karl 07928 381 688 


SS.C.D 

Carpentry 

• Doors 
• Laminate Floors 
• Kitchens 
All aspects of 
Carpentry 
Call Steve on 
07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain 
Rails/Poles 

Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 
710304/07792 733443 


barry-today.co.u k 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co. 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 




AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


hd computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
> Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


GRIFFITHS 
CARPENTRY 

r AII Aspects of Carpentry Work Undertaken - Internal and External 


Call Rhys 01446 790384 or 07803 696451 


www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 



Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 
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TIM JENKINS 

Carpet - Vinyl 
Fitting Service 


I FREE - Measuring, I 
Estimating and I 
Collection Service I 


Over 20 years Experience 

07983 528 759 
01443 231 695 


VfiLE CARPETS 

*76e (Zcvifcet S&ofc 
tAtiX corner to you, 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 

~ Est 1987 - 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 



CHOICEST" 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 
_ Plus... 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 

07930157952 or 
01446737695/739603 

The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 
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Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 




NH 


Painter & 
Decorator 


Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 


Dulux^t 

Mctrucn 


en _\_ 

rj 

o.uk 


www.nhdecorating.co.i 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


FS Decorating 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


^ Domestic and 
Commercial 
^Tree 'Estimates 
& Quotations 


For all your 
Interior & Exterior 
Painting & 
Decorating 
20 years experience 


07855 539545 


STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
AAAI NTE NANCE 


* Painting & Decorating 
► Kitchen/Bathroom 
Installations 
» Electric 
» Plumbing 

» Handyman Services 


07791 752532 




Electrician 

& Network Cabling 

No job too small. 
Qualified, experienced. 
Honest & competitive. 

Call Andy 
0777 178 1748 
01446 722002 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

yh H™ 

rT Domestic 
I 11 I Installer 
I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


DOmESTIC r i . 
INSTALLER [ZZ) 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


LECmiCAL SERVICES 

'Andrew Lenthdl - 07890 772079 
Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

email: aaelectrical 1 @ hotmail.co.uk 


rnii 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

■ I 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 


I ©aifagj© 
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GUTTER 
CLEANING 

01446 741460 or 07830 480569 
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STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domestic 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY INSPECTION AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY m 
AVAILABLE jg 

01446 733773 ^ 
07816 091425 — 



Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


r Efe[p®©a[r 
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* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Plants* 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
Cowbridge & Vale | 01446 743181 

PLASTERERS I www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 
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35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers igssoi 





LANE WISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £36 

for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
y 07798 501267 


Gas * 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


EatsttRiK 

Driving School Ltd 

Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 
Learn from 14 years of age 
One week crash courses including test 
Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


anzdyn S©GrwO®©© 


fjnzdan ©©Gra3®©s 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


The 


r Ltd 


The GEM 01446 774484 



Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


.v:, Garden & Landscaping Services 

| f Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 
• Regular Grass Cutting • 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 





Bridge 

Vue 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting 
Fencing Repairs 
Low Maintenance 
Garden Conversions. 
No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 
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r Lewis & Lewis 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed yc 

Tel: 01446 771398 
Mob: 07966 265912 ^ 

\ 07846 255457 197228' 


P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING A 


J 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns / ^n 
laps & Washers • Radiators 


0144«7M127 07719 00SS26 

NU1.4I1 Oi'M 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job _ 
too small 
07526 125982" 
or 01446 753503 



BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 23014T 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
•ra & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


‘DC Plumbing 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

jIQm » 

* Q\ 44* 41 If 71 

vx.« om m 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


Fairfax & Glover Roofi 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Silvey Roofing 


► New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


t n £2* ^ 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


The GEM 

Call 01446 
774484 




StAthan 

RUBBISH 
& HOUSE 
REMOVALS 


Grass Cuttings 
House Removal 
Rubbish Removal 
Hedge Trimming 
House Clearance 
Free Quotes 


07763 007819 





Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


The 

SIM 




• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

Reaching the 

f Susan Viant 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

people from 
Penarth to 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 

EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Porthcawl 

re-upholstery underaken. 

Tel. 01446 773945 

Call 01446 

Call 

01656 724005 

01446 781266 

774484 

(day) 

Mobile 07986 964904 

01656 720722 

(evenings) J 


CLASSICAL 
GUITAR 
TUTOR S 

RWCMD graduate 
Travels south Wales 
£25 p. h. 

Luc Morris 
BMus (Hons) 
07581291683 

lucwmorris@gmail.com 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07792 232357 




MATT JAMES 

Professional Tiling 
All aspects of Tiling covered 

Call Matt on 

07522 585034 


Electric & 
Accoustic 
RGT Qualified 
(Grade 8) 


chrisjns@btintemet.com 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 






Bill Foulds 

Tiling Specialist 

Ceramic/Porcelain & 

Natural Stone Tiling 
Decorating & Finishing Touches 


Tel:01446 771105 Mob:07736 391937 



SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 


TODOn 


Jjjjij & WyboD/jJs 


flamo ;/aJ ► 


INSTALL 

SKIP HIRE LTD 
Mini, Midi & Large 

H FT1 Builders 
Skips 

Delivered 
& Collected 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 'pwmeot 

We will beat any price locally E2HSB for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 




ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 

Emironm^S / Call us today on 

Agency in / 01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

and friendly service Q7&54 168459 




Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 

Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality. Quick turnaround, 
Designer fabrics, Free estimates. 

Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3RT 

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERYWITHINTHE GEM AREA 


01656 653004 or 07988 755698 

www.sofaicon.co.uk 


DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 



We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


hiLTU minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time 
to best suit you. 


mum minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete 
vehicle basis with all the factory components. 
All unsaveable vehicles disposed of in a correct 
and legal manner. 

No wheels, no problem 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 
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COWBRIDGE SOLICITORS REQUIRE 

Telephonist/Receptionist/Typist to start 
as soon as possible. Must be computer literate, 
conversant with office procedures and have a good 
telephone manner although full training will be 
provided for a suitable school leaver. 

Please apply with full CV either by letter to 
Mrs. L. Kyle, Gaskell & Walker, I st Floor, 

89 Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AA or by 
email to lesley.kyle@gwsols.co.uk 


LANDSCAPING JOB VACANCY 

Full time position, applicant must be over 21 with clean 
driving licence. Experience preferred, but not essential. 
The job will involve manual labour so the applicant must 
be able to carry out physical work. 

To apply please email CV's & references to 
info@gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 
(w) Garden & Landscaping Services Ltd 


Commis Chef 

Wanted for small 
hotel. April to Oct. 
Breakfast and 
evening service. 
Full time. 

Tel: 07971 865963 

after 5pm 


Housekeeper 

30 hours a week. 
Driver essential. 

Keep house 
thoroughly clean 
and tidy, and manage 
family household. 

Tel: 07971 865963 

after 5pm 


Personal 
Assistant (PA) 

Up to 20 hours a 
week, must be highly 
organised. Excellent 
computer and book 
keeping ski ll s. 

Tel: 07971 865963 

after 5pm 


The GEM 

01446 
774 484 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 




LABRADOODLE 
PUPS FOR SALE 


Born to our FI bitch. 

Mum has superb 
temperament, 
excellent with children 
and other animals. 

Healthy black or 
cream, vet checked 
pups. Dad also FI. 

Ready Easter. 

To view and reserve: 


Contact Pauline/Chris 
(H) 01446 771802 (M) 07764 250220 



LosI & 

FOUND 

Cowbridge 

Camcorder 

Telephone 

01446 773027 


CtoQDS© 

Use of Villa 

Paphos, Cyprus 

Offered to retired couple 
in return for cat sitting. 

7th August to 
8th September 2013. 

00357 26642270 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 



ELLIS 

Myfanwy (Rene) 

Slipped away peacefully on 22nd February 2013 
with her family at her bedside at College Fields 
Nursing Home, aged 91 years. Loving wife of the 
late Sidney Reginald Ellis, much loved mother, 
grandmother, great grandmother and 
great great grandmother. 

Will be sadly missed by all who knew her. 
Resting at AG Adams & Son, Tynewydd Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until her service in the chapel on 
Tuesday, 5th March 2013 at 11.30am followed by 
interment at Barry Cemetery. Flowers may be sent to 
the Funeral Home. 



Pauline Gordon Huish 

27.2.12 

Treasured memories of our darling ‘Polly ’ 

As we hold you close in memory 
Even though we are apart 
Your spirit lives on 
Deep within our hearts. 

You are with us always 
Love and miss you, 

Steve, Andrea and family. 



PITTS 

Carol Ann (Formerly Price) 
(Llanmaes) 

Peacefully on February 19th, Carol, loving wife 
of David, much loved mother and grandmother, 
will be sadly missed by all family and friends. 

Funeral Service at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Tuesday, March 5th at 12 noon. Family flowers 
only, donations in lieu may be sent to Marie Curie, 
Holme Tower, Richmond Road, Penarth. 


CLAXTON 

Tom 

Peacefully at his home in Llantwit Major, Tom, 
beloved husband of Gill, dearly loved father of 
Jeremy and Kathryn and a much loved bampy of 
Christopher, Charlotte, Bethany- Alice and Lucy. 

Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, College Street, Llantwit 
Major until the funeral service in Coychurch Crematorium 
at 10am on Wednesday, 6th March 2013. Family flowers 
only but donations may be made to Marie Curie Cancer 
Care c/o the Funeral Director (cheques only please). 


WEBB 

David Michael 

Peacefully on Monday morning, 25th February, 
David passed away under the expert care of the 
Marie Curie Holm Towers Staff. A devoted 
husband, brother, uncle, father, bomp bomp and 
friend to so many, he will be sorely missed by all! 
“Rest in the stars”. 

Funeral at Barry Crematorium on Tuesday, 5th March 
at 3.45pm followed by a gathering at the Cherry 
Orchard Inn, Barry Road. Family flowers only, but 
donations to the Marie Curie Hospice In Penarth c/o 
Park Funeral Directors, Barry, The Family express their 
thanks for the care and attention given to David. 


FunofJl Directors 

| CcrUndjibtt *S4 Iklti a dwp 7 dlyl i wvdi I 
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Pembroke House. 

College Street. Llantwit Major 
01446 792 489 

0 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


n 

W. H. PREENE & SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


r , * 
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Have a lovely day, 
gorgeous boy. Love you 
lots and lots - love from all 
your loving family XXX 


Zoe Prudham 



on 

1st March 
2013 


Lots of 
love. Mum, 
daughter 
Sophia, Mac, 
Matthew, 
Nan & 
Bamp and all 
the family. 



Wishing you 
a very happy 
birthday for 
28th February 

Looking younger 
every year! 

We love you so much, 
Den, Chris, Caroline & 
V^your meercat. XXX 



HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY 


Muriel Dear 

on 2nd March 2013 , 

Love from all the family 


TilUJjjr Yuli 


'A special thank you' 

Ena Richards of Llantwit Major 
would like to say sincere thanks to 
everyone for their cards , gifts and 
kindness on her very special day. 






W A Brown % Son 



Lets Move In .co .uk 

Lettings and Property Management 


Landlords: 
Need a tenant fast? 

We can advertise your 
property on Rightmove - 
The UK number 1 property 
site until let for £49. 

Or we can ‘find a tenant’ 
at a fixed fee of only £250 
Contact: 

07594 060337 

Email: philip@letsmovein.co.uk 
www.letsmovein.co.uk 


rightmove 


MW® 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Pine Bunk 
Beds 

1.72m x 1m 
(5’8” x 3’3V2”) 
Cost £600 new, will 
sell for £100 ono 
Tel: 01443 227796 


Happy Birthday 
Tim Chapman 

« v 

.Jff 28th February 
1 from all your 
f riends at The GEM 


Graco 
Cleo Pram 

With car seat and 
car seat base. 
Good condition. 

£80. 

Tel: 01446 794246, 


5.5 Aluminium 
Scaffold Tower 

2 metres x 1.4 metres, 
three platforms, 4 
outriggers and wheels. 

£500 ono 
Tel: 01446 620321 


Ikea Child/ 
Junior Pine 
Bed & 
Mattress 

As new, £50. 

Tel: 02920 708793 


Two 

Armchairs 

Good condition 

£60 for both, 

but will sell 
separately. 

Tel: 01446 771005 


Two Seater 
Brown Modern 
Leather Settee 

£65. 

Tel: 01446 622210 

Please call afternoons 
or evenings only 


Manhattan 
Gas Fire 

Very modern, with gas 
bottle. Hardly used, 
excellent condition. 

Bought £239, 
sell for £150 ono. 
Tel: 01446 711046 



Household 

Items 

Hotpoint dryer £90. 
Zanussi washer-jet £150. 

600ml integrated 
dishwasher (new) £140. 
Ewenny Pine Chest £80. 
Tel: 01446 793249 


TReg 

Ford Mondeo 
2.0L Zetec 

Silver, MOT Mid May, 
taxed end April, 84,000 
miles, new front tyres, 
battery, good condition. 

£850 

01446 772117 „ 


2 Bedside 
Cabinets 

Stag, mahogany, 4 
drawer (53cm wide x 
72cm high). VGC 
£30 each 
Tel: 01446 771648 


Citroen Cl 

White, 18 months old, 
excellent condition, very low 
mileage. Only £20 a year 
tax, very good on petrol. 

£6,000 
01446 771199 
07816 191738 


Glass Top 
Chest 
Freezers 

5.5ft x 2.5ft. We 
have 10 to sell. 

Ideal for cafes, pubs, 
caterers, the home, 
garage etc. 
Only £175 each. 
Tel: 01446 721206 
and ask for Simon 


1996 

NISSAN 

MICRA 

Purple, 6 months MOT, 
good condition, reliable 

£350 ono 
01446 796470. 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

LICENSING ACT 2003 

Notice of application to 
VARY a Premises Licence 

Name of applicant: 
Co-operative Group Food 
Limited. 

Address of premises: 

Co-op Petrol. Weycock 
Cross, Port Road, Cwm 
Talwg, Barry CF62 7LT. 

The premises currently has 
the benefit of a Premises 
Licence number 
VOG/PREM/09/2007 - 509. 
The purpose of this 
application is to vary the 
hours when licensable 
activities may take place 
Mon-Sat from 06:00-23:00 
to 00:00-00:00. Sunday’s 
licensable activities remain 
the same. Conditions will 
apply. 

Anyone wishing to make a 
representation to this 
application may do so by 

Monday 18 March 2013. 

A record of the application 
made to the Licensing 
Authority will be kept on a 
register at the address given 
below and the register may 
be inspected during normal 
office hours. 

All representation regarding 
this application MUST BE IN 
WRITING and sent to: 
Licensing Section 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Civic Offices, Holton Road, 
Barry CF63 4RU 
or 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

It is an offence knowingly or 
recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with 
an application and is subject 
to a maximum fine of £5,000 
on summary conviction for 
the offence. 

Ward Hadaway. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

LICENSING ACT 2003 

Notice of application to 
VARY a Premises Licence 

Name of applicant: 
Co-operative Group Food 
Limited. 

Address of premises: 

Co-op , 1 Colcot Road, 

Barry, CF62 8JH. 

The premises currently has 
the benefit of a Premises 
Licence number 
VOG/PREM/11/2005 - 026. 
The purpose of this 
application is to vary the 
hours when licensable 
activities may take place 
Mon-Sat from 08:00-23:00 
to 07:00-23:00 and Sunday 
from 10:00-22:30 to 07:00- 
23:00. Conditions will apply. 

Anyone wishing to make a 
representation to this appli¬ 
cation may do so by 

Monday 18 March 2013. 

A record of the application 
made to the Licensing 
Authority will be kept on a 
register at the address given 
below and the register may 
be inspected during normal 
office hours. 

All representation regarding 
this application MUST BE IN 
WRITING and sent to: 
Licensing Section 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Civic Offices, Holton Road, 
Barry CF63 4RU 
or 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

It is an offence knowingly or 
recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with 
an application and is subject 
to a maximum fine of £5,000 
on summary conviction for 
the offence. 

Ward Hadaway. 


The GEM 

Reaching the 
people from Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Call 01446 
774484 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal :/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 

Adeilad Rhestredig Grade I 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Conservation Area Consent / 

Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 

2013/00120/CAC 

Removal of front wall to form access 
5, Archer Road, Penarth 

Penarth 

Listed Building Consent/ 

Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 

2013/00053/LBC 

Proposed extension to provide family room, 
straightening of dog-leg stairway, removal of UPVC 
window and new first floor window 
Llwyn Rhyddid House, Hensol 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2013/00055/LBC 

Works to comprise the renovation of existing ground 

floor WC to incorporate new separate male and 

female WC's. Alterations to an existing staff room. 

Existing rear two windows in WC to be boarded up 

internally to allow for privacy 

College Fields Nursing Home, College Fields Close, 

Barry 

Grade II 


Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No: 
/Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2013/00056/FUL 

Proposed Implement Shed/Log Store (within garden 
of Grade II Listed Llwyn Rhyddid House, Hensol) 
Llwyn Rhyddid House, Hensol 

Affecting Llwyn Rhyddid House, Grade II 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or 

via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 
Dated / Dyddiedig: 28 February, 2013 

M. Goldsworthy, Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


NEW VOLVO S60 IS A 
BOY RACER’S DREAM! 


PERFORMANCE 
enhancing drugs 
have been favoured 
by a small number 
of disgraced sports 
personalities, most 
notably cyclist 
Lance Armstrong 
and athlete Ben 
Johnson. 

The equivalent of 
steroids in the world of 
motoring are external 
changes that include 
lowered suspension, 
alloy wheels and low 
profile tyres, a distinc¬ 
tive finish and twin 
exhausts for good meas¬ 
ure. 

Manufacturers can’t 
stop there though, 
because it’s what’s under 
the bonnet that must be 
tinkered with to deliver 
gut-wrenching, eye¬ 
watering performance. 

That’s exactly what 
Volvo has done with its 
S60 T6 saloon. Boy, this 
is a fabulous car, a real 
boy racer’s delight - 
such an untypical Volvo, 
as you can see in the 
video at testdrives.biz. 

If you have ever driv¬ 
en the standard S60 it is 
a pleasant enough expe¬ 
rience and an enjoyable 
drive, but that is an 
entirely different kettle 
of fish to this bright blue 
Swede with its black 
alloy wheels. 

Push the accelerator 
just a little and the force 
is enough to push you 
forcefully back into the 
leather upholstery. 

Under pressure, the 
engine emits an attrac¬ 
tive, raspy tone, further 
adding to its sporty cre¬ 
dentials. This package is 
enough to unnerve even 
the most hardened BMW 


MOTORING by TIM SAUNDERS 
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The Volvo S60 R-Design T6. 


M3 driver. 

For that matter, the 
power available from 
this 300bhp monster 
reminds me of the old 
Jaguar XJR, which when 
new cost the thick end of 
£50,000 and the rest 
with extras. All of which 
makes this sub-£40,000 
Swede particularly 
attractive. 

This all-wheel drive 
beast grips the road well, 
too. Consider that a 
£90,000 plus Maserati 
GranTurismo hits 0 to 
60mph in 5.2 seconds, 
this Volvo is only a 
shade over half a second 
slower. Quite an 
achievement. 


Consider too, all the 
pioneering safety fea¬ 
tures that Maserati 
ignores. The S60 has a 
sophisticated cruise con¬ 
trol coupled to a radar 
that automatically keeps 
the Volvo a safe distance 
from the car in front. It’s 
also a reliable system, 
keeping the car at a set 
speed regardless of hills. 

This Volvo will also 
automatically brake and 
accelerate and there is a 
helpful blind spot alert. 
There’s a camera to aid 
reversing. 

Inside, driver and pas¬ 
sengers are treated to 
electrically adjustable 
heated leather front 


seats, air conditioning, 
all round electric win¬ 
dows and wing mirrors. 

Car experts Parkers, 
write: “The previous 
Volvo S60 came close, 
but not close enough to 
unseating, or even unset¬ 
tling the Germans’ domi¬ 
nance of the small exec 
class. This time could be 
very different. 

“The 300bhp T6 has 
four-wheel drive instead 
of the front-wheel drive 
of other S60 models. It’s 
quick and grippy.” 

The temptation when 
driving such a vehicle is 
to floor it at every con¬ 
ceivable opportunity 
because it’s such a joy. 
Other motorists are 
forced to make a double 
take because they cannot 
believe that it is a Volvo. 
By far one of my 
favourites. 

Volvo S60 R-Design 
T6 (2012 onwards). New 
price range: £39,865. 
Used price range: 
£26,251. 

0-60mph: 5.9secs; 

Top speed: 155mph; 
power: 300bhp; 
Economy: 28mpg. 

Watch the video at 
www. testdrives.biz 


WHO WANTS TO BUILD 
WHAT, AND WHERE? 


Mr John Lewis - 55 
Drylla, Dinas Powys - 
single storey extension 
to rear of property. 

Mr and Mrs Dave Cullen 
- 36 Whitcliffe Drive, 
Penarth - single storey 
rear extension. 

Mr Adam Hallows - 4 
Nyth yr Eos, Rhoose 
Point, Rhoose - erec¬ 
tion of a single storey 
extension to the rear of 
the dwelling. 

Mr Evan Williams - 
Aberogwrn Farm, 
Llancarfan - retention 
of three existing staff 
caravans. 

Raisdale House 
Management Company 
Limited - Raisdale 
House, Penarth - 
remove Cypress and 
deadwood two Cedar 
trees. 

Mr and Mrs D and R 
Grey - 35 Stanwell 
Road, Penarth - 1 . 
Replacement of existing 
roof covering on rear 
roof; 2. Replacement of 
windows and frames at 
rear of property; 3. 
Demolition of chimney 
at rear of property. 

Mr Philip Evans - 
Victoria House, 
Colhugh Street, 
Llantwit Major - 
change of use Class A1 
to residential. 

Mr Ieuan Moorcraft - 48 
Glebe Street, Penarth - 
proposed conversion of 
semi detached dwelling 
to create on two bed¬ 
room house to the front 
with separate one-bed 
first floor flat to the rear. 
Mr Huw Turner - Green 
Oak Cottage, Graig 
Penllyn - change to use 
of garage to playroom. 
Mr James Wright - 1 
Court Drive, 
Llansannor - reduce 
limb length and crown 
thin Beech tree. 

Mr and Mrs G Perkins - 


Castle Court, Moulton, 
Barry - retention and 
reduction in height of 
existing hay bam at 
Castle Court. 

Ms Eirlys Hatcher - 
Coed Mansel, Llangan 

- single storey extension 
and associated works to 
existing dwelling. 

Mr Roy Underdown - 
40 Barrians Way, 

Barry - Proposed 
garage to the side of the 
dwelling. 

REG Windpower LUC - 
Abergorki Wind Farm 

- three turbine wind 
farm scheme. 

Vale Gymnastics - 
Heritage Business 
Park, Wick Road, 
Llantwit Major - 
extension to existing 
gym. 

Mrs S Ross - 2 
Doniford Close, Sully - 

proposed two storey 
extension to rear of 
property and small side 
extension. 

Mr Kevin Kinson - 11 
Laburnum Way, Dinas 
Powys - detached 
garage and store. 

Mr Salvo Erri - 
Bryntirion, 25 Geraints 
Way, Cowbridge - pro¬ 
posed first floor exten¬ 
sion to form additional 
bedroom and en suite 
bathroom with conserva¬ 
tories to lower ground 
floor and ground floor. 
Mr Stuart Gordon - 14 
Albert Crescent, 
Penarth - convert 
dwelling to three self- 
contained residential 
units with ground floor 
extension. 

Mr Lee Cunningham - 
43 Pardoe Crescent, 
Barry - single storey 
extension to rear of 
property with removal of 
existing smaller exten¬ 
sion and timber summer 
house in rear garden. 

Mr Neil P Roberts - 


Dow Corning, Cardiff 
Road, Barry - updating 
of Hazardous Substances 
Consent for the follow¬ 
ing: 1. Up to two addi¬ 
tional tonnes of materi¬ 
als classified as 
‘extremely flammable’ 
in bulk storage tanks, 
containers and process 
plant. 2. Up to 40 addi¬ 
tional tonnes of materi¬ 
als classified as ‘danger¬ 
ous to the environment 
in bulk storage tanks, 
containers and process 
plant. 

Mr Evan Williams - 
Aberogwrn Farm, 
Llancarfan - provision 
of sand gallop for horse 
training. 

Mr and Mrs Byron 
Terrett - 16 Cwrt Syr 
Dafydd, Llantwit 
Major - extension at 
first floor above existing 
garage and single storey 
extension to rear; con¬ 
version of garage to hab¬ 
itable room. 

Mr Russell Adams - 9 
Andover Close, Barry - 
double extension to side 
and single storey exten¬ 
sion to rear. 

Andton Holdings - 11 
Paget Road, Barry - 
change of use from Sui 
Generis to A3 Cafe 
(excluding the sale of 
hot food). 

Mr Stephen Cox - 36 
Plymouth Road, 
Penarth - removal of 
boundary wall in part 
and pillar, relaying 
paved area in front of 
house with additions. 
Removal of tree after 
felling. Removal of tree 
roots beneath paved 
area. 

Mrs Agnes Rawlings - 
11 Dinas Road, 

Penarth - extension 
over three storeys to rear 
elevation. 
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Awards night at Llandow Kart Club 



Llandow Kart Club’s 2012 ‘ever-presents’ receive recognition at the annual Awards Night 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY STEVE EVERITT 


AFTER the 

January snows 
forced the difficult 
decision to cancel 
its original ‘big 
night’, Llandow 
Kart Club recon¬ 
vened four weeks 
later to honour its 
2012 season cham¬ 
pions at Llanharry 
Working Mens 
Club. 

The popular Cadet 
age group had two close¬ 
ly-fought classes to 
reward, with reigning 
Welsh champions Hugo 
Holmes (Honda) and 
Lewis Griffiths (Comer) 
picking up the evening’s 
first pieces of silver¬ 
ware. They were joined 
on stage by their respec¬ 
tive runners-up - Ross 
Thomas and Tom 
Rawlings - while Ethan 
Ling and Kieran Clarke 
completed the podium 
trios. 

Things weren’t quite 
as closely contested on 
Junior Honda, where 
Ben Stevens, another 
current Welsh champion, 
took a comfortable - and 
well-deserved - title, but 
there was some addition¬ 
al solace for runner-up 
Thomas Croydon, who 
was also honoured with 
the annual award for 
best performance by a 
Llandow club member 
in national competition 
following his success in 
the ABKC champi¬ 
onship. Tom Ford picked 
up the trophy for third in 
class after joining 
Croydon with a 100 per 
cent appearance for the 
season. 

Ross Chell is no 


stranger to club titles, 
and returned to the lime¬ 
light with Junior TKM 
success in 2012. While 
the points difference 
might say otherwise, he 
did not have things all 
his own way during the 
season, however, with 
Ryan Edwards and 
Yousuf Ashraf deserving 
recipients of the second- 
and third- place awards. 

Also continuing a 
Llandow tradition, Jodie 
Handford ensured her 
family’s record of suc¬ 
cess was prolonged, tak¬ 
ing the Minimax title to 
add to brother Steven’s 
multiple awards from 
recent seasons. The 
club’s only female 
champion was joined on 
stage by Ceran Sokhi, 
who made great strides 
throughout the season, 
and Lucas Wynne, who 
made several appear¬ 
ances after stepping up 
from Cadets and claimed 
the round win at 
November’s finale. 

Toby Allen was made 
to sweat over the Junior 
Rotax title, with Rob 
Ellis pushing him close 
before just missing out 
after posting a DNF in 
the season finale. Elliot 
Hagerty finished third 
overall after being in the 
mix most months and 
being just one of two 
competitors to claim a 
100 per cent appearance 
record, along with 
Oliver O’Flaherty. 

The most comfortable 
champion of the year has 
become a familiar face 
on the Awards Night 
stage, but Simon Evans 
had no qualms about 
collecting yet another 
Senior Honda title to add 
to his Welsh and Celtic 


trophies. Danny 

Griffiths emerged as 
Evans’ closest regular 
rival during the season, 
and deservedly earned 
himself the runners-up 
award, while veteran 
Paul Saunders staked a 
claim for the club’s 
‘elder statesmen’ with 
third place in the stand¬ 
ings. 

Things were a little 
closer in the blue riband 
Senior Rotax class, with 
club stalwart Matthew 
Dowers finally over¬ 
coming the challenge of 
David Entwistle and 
Sebastian Hutchinson to 
claim the title. Entwistle, 
meanwhile, capped a 
successful season - 
which also saw him 
crowned as RAFMSA 
champion - by being 
voted as the Llandow 
club’s ‘most improved 
driver’ for 2012. 

The Rotax 177 class, 
which runs along with 
the main series, saw 
Simon Wheeler depose 
regular champion 
Wayne Stone, with 
Nicky Coombs claiming 
third spot overall. 

Among the other 
awards handed out on 
the night, Ethan Ling 
was chosen as the ‘most 
improved Honda driver, 
and Junior Honda’s 
Patrick Hill as the ‘most 
improved Race 

Ac ademy driver ’. 

Formula Rotax regular 
Josh Codings was also 
recognised for produc¬ 
ing the best performance 
by a senior club member 
in national competition 
after finishing fourth 
overall in the prestigious 
Formula Kart Stars 
series. 

The title of ‘LKC 
driver of the year’, how¬ 
ever, was claimed by 
Ryan Edwards, based on 
the votes of fellow club 
members. 

In all, no fewer than 
29 drivers received 
acknowledgement of 
their 100 per cent 
appearance record, with 
the combined Cadet 
classes producing twelve 
of those (full list below). 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
RESULTS: 

HONDA CADET: 

1. Hugo Holmes (Zip); 

2. Ross Thomas 
(Wright); 3. Ethan Ling 
(Project One). 

COMER CADET: 1. 
Lewis Griffiths (Zip); 2. 
Tom Rawlings (Zip); 3. 
Keiran Clarke (Zip). 

JUNIOR HONDA: 

1. Ben Stevens (7Kart); 

2. Thomas Croydon 
(Jade); 3. Tom Ford 
(Biz). 

JUNIOR TKM:1. 
Ross Chell (Jade); 2. 
Ryan Edwards (Talko); 

3. Yousuf Ashraf (Jade). 

JUNIOR ROTAX: 


1. Toby Allen (CRG); 2. 
Rob Ellis (Kosmic); 3. 
Elliot Hagerty (CRG). 

MINI MAX: 1. Jodie 
Handford (Tonykart); 2. 
Ceran Sokhi (Kosmic); 

3. Lucas Wynne 
(Intrepid). 

SENIOR HONDA: 

1. Simon Evans (7Kart); 

2. Danny Griffiths (MS); 

3. Paul Saunders 
(7 Kart). 

FORMULA ROTAX: 

1. Matthew Dowers 
(Tonykart); 2. David 
Entwistle (Wright); 3. 
Sebastian Hutchinson 
(Tonykart). 

FORMULA ROTAX 
177: 

Simon Wheeler (CRG); 

2. Wayne Stone 
(Tonykart); 3. Nicky 
Coombs (Tonykart). 

MOST IMPROVED 
DRIVER OF THE 
YEAR: David Entwistle 
(Formula Rotax). 

MOST IMPROVED 
HONDA DRIVER OF 
THE YEAR: Ethan 
Ling (Honda Cadet). 

MOST IMPROVED 
RACE ACADEMY 
DRIVER: Patrick Hill 
(Junior Honda). 

BEST PERFOR¬ 
MANCE BY A YOUNG 
LKC DRIVER IN A 
NATIONAL SERIES: 
Thomas Croydon - 
National ABKC Junior 
Honda Champion. 

BEST PERFOR¬ 
MANCE BY A SENIOR 
LKC DRIVER IN A 
NATIONAL SERIES: 
Joshua Codings - 4th 
place Senior Rotax 
Formula Kart Stars 
Challenge. 

LKC DRIVER OF 
THE YEAR: Ryan 

Edwards (Junior TKM). 

100 PER CENT 
APPEARANCE: Honda 
Cadet: Ross Thomas, 
Hugo Holmes, Ethan 
Ling, Alex Rees, Stuart 
Ferguson, Joshua 
Martin, Ross Deal, 
Oscar Ferguson, Austin 
Maddocks. 

Comer Cadet: 

Lewis Griffiths, Tom 
Rawlings, Kieran 
Clarke. 

Junior Honda: 

Thomas Croydon, Tom 
Ford. 

Junior TKM: 

Ross Chell, Yousuf 
Ashraf, Ryan Edwards, 
Louis Beaven. 

Junior Rotax: 

Elliot Hagerty, Oliver 
O’Flaherty. 

Senior Honda: 

Simon Evans, Alex 
Lewis, Jack Hixon 
Senior Rotax: 

David Entwistle, 

Sebastian Hutchinson. 

Rotax 177: Wayne 
Stone, Simon Wheeler. 
Bambino s: 

Shayne Clark, Brooklyn 
Thomas. 

Craig Llewellyn 


Pupils urged to 
fill in survey 

PUPILS from the Pupils and teachers from 


Vale are leading the 
way in urging other 
school pupils across 
Wales to voice their 
opinion in the sec¬ 
ond ever Sport 
Wales School Sport 
Survey. 

In 2011, the first 
School Sport Survey 
became the biggest ever 
to capture opinions of 
children and young 
adults with regards to 
sport, with over 40,000 
youngsters taking part 
nationally. 

The Vale was one of 
the highest participating 
areas, with thousands of 
youths from primary 
and secondary schools 
across the county voic¬ 
ing their thoughts. 


the area have now 
joined together to urge 
others to follow in their 
footsteps for the 2013 
survey. 

Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
in particular has seen 
great benefits from its 
pupils taking part in the 
2011 survey. 

Pupils from the 
school have been select¬ 
ed to take part in a pro¬ 
motional campaign, out¬ 
lining the importance of 
the survey to other 
schools in Wales. 

The full survey will 
go live on April 8 until 
the end of summer term. 
To find out more, visit 
www. schoolsportsur- 
vey.org.uk. 

SF 



Cadoxton Tae Kwon Do at 
English championships 



Pictured are: Anita Sheppard, Emily Halford, Morganne Gomez, Bradley Halford, 
Jamie Halford, Matthew Bennett. Alan Evans, Thomas Haysham, Cameron Williams, 
Mason Blackley, Lucy Newman, Jasmine Sullivan. Evan Baron, Cody Jacobsen, dan 
Allen, Joel Wells, Jake Quigley, Maddison Allen and Jessica Blackley. 

Missing are Keita Enfield and Morgan Harrhy. 


THE Cadoxton Schools of 
Tae Kwon Do travelled to 
Cheltenham where more 
than 350 competitors from 
all over the UK converged 
to take part in the Global 
Tae Kwon Do 
International English 
Championships. 

As usual, the championship 
started with the pattern section 
where Emily Halford came away 
third place in her category. Emily 
then went on to take first place in 
her point sparring section. 

While taking third place in his 
point sparring category, Cameron 
Williams went on to dominate 
his continuous sparring category 
and came away with first place. 

Once again, Cian Allen and 
Evan Baron found themselves in 
the same point sparring category, 
where they both fought their way 
through to the finals with Cian 
taking first place and Evan tak¬ 
ing third. 

With some impressive kicking, 
future star Jessica Blackley took 
first place in her point sparring 
category. 

Not to be outdone by his 
younger sister, Mason Blackley 
went on to take first place in his 
point sparring category. 

Coming back from injury, 
Lucy Newman did extremely 
well to take first in the junior 


girls black belt point sparring 
and a credible second in the con¬ 
tinuous sparring. 

Ever-improving Cody 
Jacobsen surprised his opponents 
with his speed and kicking abili¬ 
ty and fought his way into the 
final where he took first place. 

Having some bad luck recent¬ 
ly and competing in one of the 
largest categories of the day, 
Thomas Haysham had six fights 
to get to the final of the junior 
boys black belt point sparring. 
Thomas dominated his opponent 
and came away with first place 
then went straight back on to the 
mat to compete in the continuous 
sparring section, where he took 
second place. 

Bradley Halford and Matthew 
Bennett were unlucky to be in 
the same black belt point and 
continuous sparring categories 
where they both fought their way 
through to the final of the point 
sparring. This time, Matthew 
took first and Bradley took sec¬ 
ond place. In the continuous 
sparring, Matthew went out and 
Bradley went on to take third 
place. 

Having to compete against 
much heavier opponents, Alan 
Evans did extremely well, just 
missing out on a podium place. 

After a long lay-off from the 
tournament scene, both Anita 
Sheppard and Morgan Harrhy 
fought well, Anita in the 


women’s black belt and Morgan 
in the boys black belt heavy¬ 
weight category. Morgan took 
second place and Anita third 
place in continuous sparring. 

Competing in the men’s 
heavyweight point sparring cate¬ 
gory Jamie Halford made his 
way into the final, taking first 
place. 

Competing in the girls black 
belt heavyweight categories, 
Morganne Gomez Jones took 
first in continuous and second in 
the point sparring. 

Keita Enfield went further in 
the women’s lightweight black 
belt category, taking gold and 
first place in both her point and 
continuous sparring categories. 

Giving a good account of 
themselves and just missing out 
this time were Maddison Allen, 
Jake Quigley, Jasmine Sullivan 
and Joel Wells. 

The club has a busy 2013 cal¬ 
endar with local and UK tourna¬ 
ments, together with the world 
games in Dublin and the 
European championships being 
held in Jersey. 

For further information, tele¬ 
phone Barry (01446) 406372 or 
see www.taekwondoassocia- 
tioneurope.co.uk 
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GREAT NEWS 

From ^ arrow hyundai 


WE'VE EXTENDED OUR AMAZING 13 PLATE OFFERS 
UNTIL SUNDAY 31st MARCH - DON'T MISS OUT! 

T BRAND NE^M^PU^I^AR^VMJNPRECEDENTE^PRICE^J 

^MASSIV^SAVING^AGAINS^RECOMMENDE^RETAI^PRICEj 
FINANCE AVAILABLE FROM 5.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


New Top of the Range 110 Style 


Brand New ix20 


ra £76901 

^ipooiin 

SAVE £1805’ 




& £10685 

J_ \^J 

SAVE £1510 


Brand New 130 


Brand New i30 Tourer 


; £12000 

“"£1250sEL.| 

SAVE £2600’ 




■ ■ • Tondu Road, Bridgend, CF314LH 

A arrow hyundai can Today 

www.arrowmotors.com 0844 5390280 



HYurmni 
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Our amazing offers 
EXTENDED at 



TOYOTA 


ALWAY S A 
BETTER U/AV 



OFFER EXTENDED 


Reserve a new 
"13 Plate” Toyota 
today and get... 




094 APR 

Representative' 


Plus when you order your 
new “13 plate” Toyota 
before 31st March you 
can choose lof3 offers.., 


A FREE PRIVATE NUMBER PLATE 


i; 


OR A FREE iPAD* 


OR A FREE 32” LCD HD TV 



Toyota World Bridgend ^ 



Tondu Road. Bridgend. Mid Glamorgan CF31 '-\ H A 


c vear /H 

J TOYOTA l 

■ WARRANTY | 

Tel: 01656 858334 ^ 

♦ 

www.toyotaworldbridgend.toyota.co.uk 
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Cowbridge Comprehensive’s 
year-8 take runners up spot 
in Vale netball tournament 



Under-10s dig deep 


BRUISED from a tough 
encounter the previous week¬ 
end at local club Pontyclun, 
Cowbridge under-10s faced a 
tough test at home this week¬ 
end, in freezing conditions 
against two teams from either 
end of the county. 

Cowbridge fielded two strong 
teams to take on visitors Fairwater and 
Maesteg in a double encounter with 
each of the Cowbridge teams playing a 
game against each of the visiting sides. 

Some outstanding performances 
were delivered by all four teams, with 
individual players digging deep by the 
time they came to the end of their sec¬ 
ond games. 

Expansive play and strong support 
lead to a high tally of tries for 


Cowbridge in each game, ending in 
Cowbridge winning one and drawing 
one against Fairwater, and winning 
one of the games against Maesteg. 

Rolling substitutions and cross 
selection between teams delivered a 
good mix of talents at all times in each 
game from the following squad mem¬ 
bers who played on the day. 

Squad: McKinley Parsons, Lloyd 
Bennett, Harry Whittaker, Jake 
Williams, Charlie Locke, Jay Downes, 
James Davies, Iwan Bartle Thomas, 
loan Davies, David Harris, Aled 
Leitch, Sam Coates, Harri Howkins, 
Robbie Hawkins, James Gilvear, Joe 
Marsh, Jack Reilly, Elisedd 
Greenwood, Ellis Howells, Tom Pugh, 
Rhys Williams and Matthew Gilvear. 

WL 


Under-7s stand up to 
Maesteg Celtic’s test 


COWBRIDGE 
hosted the year-8 
Vale netball tour¬ 
nament on 
Wednesday, 
February 20. 

Bro Morgannwg and 
Bryn Hafren were 
unfortunately unable to 
attend, which left 
Cowbridge, Stanwell, St 
Richard Gwyn and 
Llantwit to battle it out. 

Cowbridge played 
Stanwell first and thanks 
to outstanding shooting 
from Emily Forrest at 
GS and Annabel 
Hegarty at GA, we 
raced to a 6-0 lead at 
half term. 

Solid defence from 
Pippa Jolles at GK, 
Selina Radcliffe at GD 
and Hanah Sloan at WD 
prevented Stanwell from 
impacting on the game 
and Cowbridge secured 
a 13-1 win. 

In the second match, 
Cowbridge played St 
Richard Gwyn and got 
off to an equally soldid 
start and led 4-0 at half 
time. Excellent linking 
play through centre 
court from Robyn 
Edwards, Sophie Oddy 
and Alice Teague 
ensured continuity 
between defence and 
attack and Cowbridge 
secured another 11-1 
convincing win. 

As Llantwit also beat 
Stanwell and St Richard 
Gwyn, we then faced 
them in an excitingly 
paced final. The first 


half of the final was 
goal for goal and the 
pupils from both 
Cowbridge and Llantwit 
played some outstanding 
netball; Llantwit had the 
edge 4-3 at half time. 

In the second half, 
Llantwit made some 
important tactical 
changes and came out 
fighting, putting us 
under pressure in 
defence. Despite an 
excellent team perform¬ 
ance from the 
Cowbridge girls, 
Llantwit proved too 
dominant in the second 
half and forged ahead to 
beat us 11-5. 

A well-deserved win 
for the Llantwit team 
and a very respectable 
runners up spot for 
Cowbridge. The final 
standings ended: first, 
Llantwit; second, 
Cowbridge; third 
Stanwell, and fourth, St 
Richard Gwyn. 

Well done to all the 
players and a special 
thank you to Nia Davies 
who is unfortunately 
injured at the moment 
so took on the role of 
team manger and chief 
motivator throughout! 

Player of the match: 
v Stanwell - Alice 
Teague; v St Richard 
Gwyn - Emily Forrest; 
v Llantwit Major - 
Annabel Hegarty. 


COWBRIDGE 
under-7s faced a 
real test with the 
visit of Maesteg 
Celtic as they 
brought a mixed 
team of under-7s 
and under-8s. 

However the 

Cowbridge players rose 
admirably to the chal¬ 
lenge. Joe Davies quick¬ 
ly opened the scoring for 
Cowbridge following an 


PONTYCLUN 
Bowls Club was set 
up in 1932 and is a 
strong community 
based club under 
the umbrella of 
Pontyclun Athletic 
Club. 

Lawn bowls has a 
long tradition in south 
Wales. Cardiff Bowls 
Club was founded in 
1878 and a significant 
number of other clubs 
followed during the peri¬ 
od up to World War One, 
many in what was then 
Cardiff’s central residen¬ 
tial district. 

Pontyclun Bowls 
Club was part of a sec¬ 
ond phase expansion of 
bowls in south Wales 
during the inter war 
years. In the 1920s and 
1930s, bowls clubs 
spread within suburban 
Cardiff as the city 
expanded, and more 
widely throughout 


offload by James Lord. 
Maesteg responded but 
an arching run around 
the defence gave Joe his 
second try. 

James Lord then flew 
down the wing to give 
Cowbridge their third 
try. Maesteg began to get 
back into the game with 
two tries but Cowbridge 
kept up the pressure with 
a try from Joe Funtek 
who cut through the 
Maesteg defence from a 


industrial south Wales. 

Pontyclun Bowls 
Club appeals to bowlers 
at all levels of the game. 
Current players range 
from novice and social 
bowlers, through the 
established competitive 
club player and on to 
players at county and 
international level. 

As part of Pontyclun 
Athletic Club, and locat¬ 
ed right in the heart of 
the village, bowls club 
members are also able to 
take part in the wider 
range of facilities and 
activities provided by 
the Athletic Club. 

If you would like to 
find out more about lawn 
bowls in Pontyclun and 
discover the advantages 
of playing for a tradi¬ 
tional village bowls club, 
take a look at our web¬ 
site WWW. 

Pontyclunbowlsclub- 
co.com. 

GJT 


restart. 

Good running and 
passing by the more 
experienced Maesteg 
team meant the scores 
were levelled but 
Cowbridge were able to 
take the honours in the 
final minutes thanks to 
quick thinking by Ned 
Rees, who picked up the 
ball after a mistake and 
sped around the defence 
for a great individual try. 
Final score 5-4 to 
Cowbridge. 

In the second game 
Maesteg scored first, but 
Cowbridge had a good 
spell with several of the 
team testing the Maesteg 
defence. 

Sam Sheppard, Mabli 
Davies and Will 
Brennan all had good 
runs, with Osian Bruce 
converting this pressure 
into a try after powering 
through the gaps in the 
opposition’s defence. 

Osian followed this 
with a great pick up after 
a good run from loan 
Phillips, demonstrating 
his blistering pace as he 
made for the try line and 
put Cowbridge ahead. 

However Maesteg 
then took control of the 
game as missed tags cost 
Cowbridge dear. Despite 
the heroic efforts of the 
one man tagging 
machine Osian, Maesteg 
ran in five tries, again 
showing some effective 
running. Cowbridge 
scored just one more try 
thanks to a good individ¬ 
ual effort from George 
Edgell. 

Final score 6-3 to 
Maesteg. KD 



Bowls club has 
much to offer 


ON AND OFF THE TURF with Brian Lee 

Evan’s 25-1 winner 


E van 

WILLIAMS’ 
seven-year- 
old Barizan, which 
had finished down 
the field in his pre¬ 
vious two races, 
bounced back to 
form at Taunton 
last Tuesday when 
landing the 
Bathwick Tyres 
Handicap Hurdle - 
the feature race on 
the card - by one- 
and-a-quarter 
lengths from Home 
Run. 

Barizan was ridden 
by stable jockey Paul 
Moloney, who said: 

“The horse had a desper¬ 
ate injury to a leg, and it 
was touch and go 
whether we’d ever get 
him back. 

“Like a jockey can’t 
do without horses, the 
trainer can’t do without 
staff, and a girl of 
Evan’s has done won¬ 
ders with him. I said to 
the owners that we were 
in the dark whether he’d 
ever be back, so that’s 
great.” 

BRYN PALLING 
RETIRES 

Racehorse trainer Bryn 
Palling, of Tredodridge, 
who last month cele¬ 
brated his 83th birth¬ 
day, has saddled his 
last winner. 

Bryn trained his first 
winner Landslide at 
Stratford back in 1974 
and, as I will be paying 
tribute to him in a future 
article, I would be 
pleased to hear from 
readers with anecdotes 
about Bryn and/or his 
horses, or from anyone 
who would just like to 
wish him a happy retire¬ 
ment. 

DAVID LANDS 
HUNTER CHASE 
David Prichard, who 


hails from the Vale, 
landed the CGA 
Foxhunter Trial 
Hunter Chase at 
Ludlow last week on 
Martys Mission, a 
horse he trains himself. 

The eleven-year-old, 
who went off the 5-2 
favourite in a field of 13 
runners, won by four 
lengths from What Of It 
and will now head for 
the Cheltenham Festival 
meeting. 

Earlier in the after¬ 
noon, the Tim Vaughan 
trained Qualviro won the 
Shukers Land Novice 
Handicap Hurdle by a 
head from The Fox’s 
Decree with Samtheman 
a further head away in 
third place. Qualviro, a 
14-1 chance, was part¬ 
nered by Michael Byrne. 

Leading Welsh point- 
to-point rider John 
Mathias has been banned 
for a year after a disci¬ 
plinary panel of the 
British Horseracing 
Authority found he was 
in breach of Rule (D) 54 
of the rules of racing in 
that he placed a bet on a 
horse with a betting 
organisation in a race in 
which he was riding. 

The back bets in 
question were 
Comehomequietly at 
Ffos Las in March 2011, 
Changing Lanes at 
Taunton in February 
2012, Postmaster at 
Ludlow in March 2012 
and Superman De La 
Rue at Newton Abbot in 
May 2012. 

The panel accepted an 
admission from Mathias 
that he was in breach of 
the rule and disqualified 
him for one year from 
February 22 2013 until 
February 21 2014. 

While three of the 
bets were on his own 
mounts, Mathias had 
placed £15 on a winning 
second favourite on one 
occasion, in a race in 


which he rode the third 
favourite, which was 
pulled up. The BHA 
does not allege that he 
deliberately prevented 
his mount, Pathian 
Prince, owned by west 
Wales’ Eric Clough, 
from winning. 

Christian Williams 
followed up his recent 
comeback win on Dai 
Burchell’s Rebeccas 
Choice at Uttoxeter by 
scoring on the game 
mare again at Warwick 
last week. 

On that first occasion, 
Rebeccas Choice was a 
16-1 chance. However, 
this time she went off at 
odds of 9-1. Rebeccas 
Choice scored by half-a- 
lengthfrom the 3-1 
favourite Pettifour. 

The Welsh point-to- 
point season gets under 
way at Howick, near 
Chepstow, on Sunday 
with the first of the two 
Curre & Llangibby Hunt 
fixtures. 

VALE TRAINERS 

SADDLE SUNDAY 
WINNERS 
Vale trainers Tim 
Vaughan and Evan 
Williams both saddled 
winners on Sunday. 

Vaughan was success¬ 
ful at Towcester with 
ten-year-old Chilbury 
Hill, which won the sell¬ 
ing handicap hurdle and 
Williams scored at 
Fontwell Park with six- 
year-old Lava Lamp 
which took the handicap 
hurdle. 

Chilbury Hill, riddden 
by Michael Byrne, won 
by more than eleven 
lengths from the top 
weighted Prince Pippin 
at odds of 4-1 and Lava 
Lamp, a 10-1 chance 
partnered by lOlbs 
claiming jockey Connor 
Ring, came home fifteen 
lengths ahead of Invicta 
Lake. 


Cowbridge darts 
league round-up 


ON February 19, 
the final line-up for 
the men’s singles 
was decided. 

Steve Simmonite 
(Edmondes 'A') will play 
John Izzard (Hare & 
Hounds) on June 8, 
finals night; also there 
was a rearranged league 
match played in which 
the Came Arms beat the 
Old Post Ladies 6-3. 

Present league stand¬ 
ings: Llanharry (73 
points), Edmondes ‘B’ 
(69), Edmondes ‘A’ (55), 
Hare and Hounds (52), 
Came Arms (42), White 
Lion (41), Farmers Arms 
(39), Cross Inn & Old 
Post Ladies (33), 
Highwayman Inn (31). 

On March 5 the semi¬ 
finals and final of the 
mixed doubles will be 
played at the Old Post. 

In the first semi-final 
Mo Flemming & Nigel 
Thomas (Farmers Arms) 
will play Annie Daily & 
Steve Simmonite 

(Edmondes A') while in 
the other Pam Rosser & 


Clive Williams (Carne 
Arms) will play Joan 
Smith & Dave Thomas 
(Farmers Arms). All 
matches start at 8.30pm 
and spectators are 
always welcome. 

For further informa¬ 
tion and any enquires 


please e-mail Paul at 
cowbridgedarts @ google 
mail.com; up-to-date 
information on upcom¬ 
ing matches, league 
results and league table 
can be found at: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

PT 



LAN DOW 


V, 


Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 
Van MOT Preparation 

Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit I OVale Business Park, Llandow 
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A.B SERVICE CENTRE 


Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



MOT’S 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



Car Diagnostics 

Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 


from 

£ 39 " 


Car 


All Repair Work 
Undertaken At lo 
Competitive Prices berviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW AI1 "? a i or 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 




09 59 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDi 90 S 5-Dr 
Estate. Red, 1 Owner, Air Con, FSH, Alloys, 
CD Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, 65k. 


07 07 FORD Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec 
5-Dr. Black, Diesel, Air Con, Alloys, 
Bluetooth, E/Windows, C/Locking, 95k 


05 05 LANDR0VER Range Rover Vogue TD6 4-Dr. 
Silver, Diesel, Auto, FSH, Sat Nav, Full Charcoal Leather, 
Heated Seats, Parking Sensors & Much More, 99k 


£13,490 



07 57 RENAULT Megane 1.6 VVT 
Dynamique Cabriolet. Silver, FSH, Air Con, 
Panoramic Roof, CD Player, Alloys, 43k 


£4,190 


07 57 PEUGEOT 407 2.0 HDi 136 GT 4-Dr I 
Saloon. Diesel, Sat Nav, FSH, Full Black 
Leather, 6 Speed, Heated Seats, Bluetooth, 91k I 


£4,190 


06 06 PEUGEOT 107 1.0 Urban 3-Dr. 
Yellow, 1 Owner, Air Con, Insurance 
Group 1, E/Windows, C/Locking, 79k 


£3,290 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 




06 06 SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 5-Dr 

1 Hatchback. Black, Alloys, Air Con, CD 1 
1 Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, 77k. 1 

08 58 VOLVO S40 2.0D SE 4-Dr Powersoft 1 
Saloon. Diesel, Auto, FSH, Climate Control, 1 
MFSW, Alloys, CD Player, 82k. 

£3,890 j 

£7,790 



r fiv ” 


■ 05 55 MAZDA RX8 4-Dr (231) 1.3 Coupe. ■ 
1 Red, Full Black Leather, 6 Speed, Climate 1 
1 Control, MFSW, CD Player. Alloys, 58k. 1 

05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi Sport 5-Dr Estate. 1 
Diesel, Auto, Sat Nav, Full Black Leather, 
Parking Sensors, Cruise & Climate Control, 81 k. 1 

] £3,790 

£9,790 

td.co.uk 

SAT NAV} 
CF63 2NW 
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New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 



New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



07 56 SEAT Altea 
1.6 Reference Sport 




06 06 MERCEDES BENZ SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue.£21,795 

08 58 AUDI A5 Quattro Sport. 23,560 miles, in black .£19,995 

06 06 MERCEDES CLK55. 44,225 miles, in silver.£19,495 

06 06 MASARATI Cambriocorsa. 37,535 miles, In grey .£18,995 

06 56 MERCEDES Benz ML320 CDi. 45,000 miles in silver .£16,995 

12 12 CITROEN DS3 1.6 HDi Sport. 11,070 miles, red.£14,995 

09 59 FORD Kuga 2.0 TDCi Zetec 2WD. 20,570 miles, in blue .£14,995 

06 56 JAGUAR XJ6 2.7TDVi Sport Premium. 49,360 miles.£14,995 

08 58 MERCEDES Benz CLK 200CDi Sport. 31,870 miles .£13,995 

01 X MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£13,495 

04 04 MERCEDES Benz SL350. 69,260 miles, silver.£13,220 

07 57 NISSAN Pathfinder 2.5 DCi Sport. 53,540 miles, in grey .£12,495 

07 07 BMW 320D M-Sport. 53,050 miles, in red .£11,000 

09 09 MINI Cooper Graphite 1.6.13,810 miles, in grey.£9,995 

07 07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior. 88,350 miles, in black.£8,995 

12 61 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec. 11,230 miles, in black.£8,995 

11 61 FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 7,880 miles in black.£8,995 

09 09 RENAULT Clio Sport 200. 39,690 miles, in white .£8,800 

07 57 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 TDi GT 5-dr. 60,870 miles, in silver.£8,495 

10 10 FORD Focus Style 1.6 TDCi 28,910 miles in black .£8,495 

2007 KAWASAKI 250 Supercharged Jet Ski. 68 hours use (phone for details) .£8,495 

07 07 VOLVO V50 2.4D Sport 200. 39,690 miles, in white.£7,990 

08 08 RENAULT Clio Sport 197 Cup. 46,400 miles, white .£7,795 

09 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec. 8,020 miles, in blue .£7,495 

09 09 FIAT 500 1.4 Sport 31,165 miles in white.£7,495 

04 04 BMW 5 Series 530D SE Auto. 79,570 miles, in silver .£7,495 

07 57 HONDA Civic 1.8 iShift Sport. 19,500 miles in grey .£6,995 

10 10 PEUGEOT 207 Sport 13,890 miles, in grey.£6,695 

05 55 MINI Cooper 1.6 Chilli. 40,610 miles, blue.£5,995 

04 04 AUDI A4 2.5TD Cabriolet. 80,715 miles in blue.£5,995 

09 59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XR. 19,740 miles, in blue .£5,764 

05 05 VOLKSWAGEN LT32 2.5. 60,380 miles, in white.£5,000 + VAT 

09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi 23865 Van. In white .£5,000 + VAT 

06 06 FORD Fiesta Zetec S TDCi. 62,000 miles, in red .£4,795 

06 06 TOYOTA MR-2 48,640 miles, in grey.£4,995 

08 08 RENAULT Clio Rip Curl 1.2. 42,310 miles, in black.£4,495 

07 07 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6 Desire. 33,810 miles in silver .£4,495 

01 X MERCEDES Benz SLK 230 88,630 miles, in silver .£4,495 

07 07 FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 5-dr Dynamic. 40,625 miles, in grey .£4,295 

07 07 RENAULT Megane Estate 1.5 Dei Dynamique. 76,540 miles, in silver.£3,695 

04 04 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto. 61,790 miles, in Tonic Blue.£3,495 

05 05 SEAT Ibiza 1.8 FR. 40,795 miles in red .£3,395 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Van. 50,500 miles in silver.£3,295 + VAT 

03 03 RENAULT Megane Convertible 1.6 Dynamique. 49,165 miles, in silver.£2,995 


SPECIAL OFFER: 

Oil Service & Winter Check only £99+VA' 

on production of this coupon. 

MoT still only £25 



Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required 

Great cars and a great deal more! 


Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 


Follow us on Facebook 
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Its not the way you're used to having your car serviced 

Its Better! 



BMW - Mercedes Benz - Porsche - Audi & VW Specialists 

Former Dealer Staff • Cutting Edge Manufacturer Diagnostics & Equipment 

Up to 60% saving on dealer prices without cutting comers or quality 

RAC Inspected Garage with 100% RAC Rating plus Full OFT Approval 

Free Courtesy Cars or Free Vehicle Collection / Drop Off service 

From Servicing, New Keys, ECUs, Engines, Gearboxes to Valeting and Bodywork; 

If the dealer can do it, so can we! 



The Technical Specialists for Advanced German VehicU 

5 & 10 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.permoveo.ltd.uk 

0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
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53 MERCEDES 320 CLK 
Auto Avantgarde 

In ice blue, full learner trim, 
stylish sports coupe at 

£3,995 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£1,995 



upe 

Elegance Auto 

In Met Grey with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£5,995 



09 Nissan Micra 
1.4 Convertible 

In silver , 1 local owner, only 

£5,495 



08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr 

In silver, 66,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£4,995 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige leather, 
53,000 miles, fantastic value at .£22,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 

39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new.£17,995 

60 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Match in met 

burgundy, 69,000 miles with sat nav.£11,495 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one owner, 

38,000 miles. Host of extras.£7,995 

09 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel (150) Elite. In Pacific 

Silver, 46,000 miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles .£7,695 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, etc, 

£30 road tax, low insurance.£6,995 

09 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.9TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, 

fantastic value, new shape at.£6,495 

58 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 

86121 miles, a/c, alloys etc .£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr. In silver, 11,000 
miles. Fantastic value at.£6,495 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 

beige leather trim, 73,000 miles, sat nav .£6,495 

11 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr in yellow, 5,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£5,995 

09 PEUGEOT 407 1.6 HDi ST. In burgundy, 59,000 miles, 
high spec, large diesel.£5,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with full 

leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-dr. In red with a/c, cd, 
alloys .£5,695 

60 NISSAN Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5-dr. In silver, 27,000 miles, 1 

owner.£5,495 

60 VOLKSWAGEN Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 

miles, low insurance.£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local owner, 

only .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles .£4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr in silver, 66,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

57 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 Exclusive Convertible in black 

with black leather, 65,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

54 LANDROVER Freelander 1.8SE 5-dr. In silver, 74,000 

miles with a/c, leather etc.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper ‘S’. Electric blue/white roof, black 1/2 
leather, 72,000 miles, looks superb .£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at .£4,795 

57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles with 

leather, h/seats, a/c .£4,495 


07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met silver, 

57,000 miles, low insurance.£4,495 

03 MERCEDES Z180 Komp Sport Coupe SE Auto in met 
blue, 51,000 miles with leather, pan roof, alloys .£4,695 
X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with full leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertible .£4,495 

56 FORD Mondeo 2.0 Diesel Zetec 5-dr 130 in black, 

64,000 miles, 2 owners .£3,995 

55 SMART Fourtwo Passion Convertible. In orange/ 

silver, 35,000 miles with a/c.£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 miles, 
fantastic value at .£3,995 

55 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.4 (75) S 3-dr. In black, 53,000 

miles with a/c, c/d, etc .£3,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£3,995 

03 MERCEDES C200 Komp Classic SE Auto in silver with 

grey leather, 79,000 miles .£3,995 

02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 4.0 Auto. In black with black 
leather, 83,000 miles. This 4x4 runs on petrol or LPG . . 

.£3,995 

56 FIAT Grand Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr in met grey, 

48,000 miles, low running costs.£3,695 

VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5-dr in met grey. Ideal 
family hatch at .£3,495 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible in 

silver. Fantastic value.£3,495 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In met 

gold, 51,000 miles .£3,495 

04 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In 

silver, 24,000 miles.£3,495 

05 PEUGEOT 206 SE 1.6 5-dr in electric blue, 51,000 
miles, a/c, c/d, etc .£2,995 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Automatic 5-dr in dark 

met green, 44,000 miles.£2,995 

54 SMART for Four 1.1 Pulse 5-dr. Met gold and black, 

45,000 miles, low insurance.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.4 LX 3-dr. In black, 58,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,695 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr. in met silver, 2 

owners, low insurance .£2,695 

03 FORD Fiesta 1.4 ghia 5-dr. In met blue, 47,000 miles 

.£2,695 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In silver/black leather, 90,000 

miles, with Air con, alloys, etc.£2,195 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 miles 

.£1,995 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 

£30 road tax.£1,995 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd.£1,995 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-Dr. In met blue, 77,000 
miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 



60 VOLKSWAGEN 
Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Match 

Met burgundy, 69,000 miles with sat nav 

£11,495 



59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£6,995 



56 JAGUAR X-Type 2 litre Diesel SE 

Met silver with beige leather trimm, 
73,000 miles with sat nav 

£6,495 



03 MINI Cooper 'S' 

Electric blue/white roof, black half leather, 
72,000 miles, looks superb. 

£4,995 


R3C 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


I** black 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 




























































































































48 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, February 28th, 2013 


WALES PLAY THE AZZURRI 
AT THEIR OWN GAME... 

(AND SCRUM POWER WINS THE DAY ) 





TRY! Alex Cuthbertson grounds the 
ball for Wales’ second try that 
clinched a memorable win in Rome. 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Supers 
TranstB 
VWTr« 

ScrrOjorB 
Jumbo Van* 

Luton Remcvtft 
Vans 

Tipper trucks 
Craw oto dfopitios 


(01656) 

660160 
Full detail* avertable on our watt site 

www.wickvanhirexo.uk 


TRY! The moment (above) that 
changed the course of the game as 
Jonathan Davies, capitalises on Italian 
confusion to cross for a converted try that 
put Wales 10 points ahead. 


How 

the 

Test 

was 

won! 

(Pictures 
courtesy 
of the 

Huw Evans 
Agency) 


BACK PAGE 
COMMENT 

by Don John 


ABOVE: Where the game was won - and lost - as Wales 
resurrected their scrum, after the disappointment of Paris, to 
stun the vaunted Italian eight where they least expected it. 


O N the eve of Wales’ 

third Six Nations clash 
at a rain-lashed Stadio 
Olimpico in Rome at the 
weekend, caretaker head 
coach Robert Howley had 
warned his young charges not 
to underestimate opponents 
who have traditionally 
propped up the Six Nations 
table - and, moreover, were 
missing their one world class 
player, banned skipper Sergio 
Parisse. 

“We’ve always found it tough 
going there - Italy have always 
been difficult to break down and 
very well organised... It’s one of the 
toughest places to go in Europe 
and we have huge respect for 
them, ” he averred 
Despite Wales finally ending a 
run of eight defeats with the 16-6 
victory in Paris two weeks earli¬ 
er, he cautioned: “We realise that 
one win isn’t good enough, and that 
it’s about momentum - to go out 
there and beat Italy. The key is 
good discipline - which is 
not just about not giving penalties 
away, but having accuracy and dis¬ 
cipline with the ball. ” 

Note, even against so-called 
international ‘minnows’, no talk 
here of expansive Welsh play of 
the kind that in the recent past 
has excited the rugby world - 
but, as befits a team struggling to 
regain their poise and confidence, 
just a simple, pragmatic objective 
- ‘to go out there and win! ’ 

That, of course, is easier said 
than done against rugged oppo¬ 
nents renowned for the formida¬ 
ble, physical threat they normally 
present up front, particularly in 
the set piece, and roared on by 
their home crowd in torrential 
conditions. The big question was, 


could the Welsh pack, in an 
unchanged line-up that had been 
heavily penalised in the game 
against France, rise to the chal¬ 
lenge - or would they struggle 
again in the scrum? 

In fact, to their credit, they met 
the vaunted Italian forward 
power head-on and crushed it, 
magnificently led by their 
impressive Lions’ props - tight 
head Adam Jones ( who had gal¬ 
lantly blamed himself for the Paris 
shortcomings) and Gethin 
Jenkins (who will soon be heading 
back home to the Cardiff Blues); 
along with Paul James, who came 
on as his replacement at loose- 
head. 

The pack’s commanding per¬ 
formance and that of France, 
who steamrollered England in 
the first half, before imploding at 
Twickenham on Saturday - 
though the French cause was not 
helped by some wayward decisions 
by the man with the whistle - may 
have marked the scrum’s rebirth 
as the game-changing force of old 
at international level. 

Certainly, it was the biggest 
single factor in what was, in the 
end, a conclusive 26-9 victory for 
Wales, with nine penalty points 
conceded by the Italian eight, 
and also producing a sin-binning 
for their acting skipper, rugged 
Leicester prop, Martin 
Castrogiovanni, after repeated 
warnings from the referee. 

It prompted Wales’ proud 
match captain Ryan Jones, who 
had again led from the front with 
another fine performance, to 
comment: “7 don’t profess to know 
what goes on at the scrum... but 
there are six very happy lumpers in 
our changing room!” 

In a weather-dominated game 
that, like the gritty win in 


France, could hardly qualify as a 
rugby classic, with chances going 
begging and errors mounting on 
both sides in the wind and rain, 
Wales exerted fierce pressure up 
front from the start. 

This resulted in the first of 
three successful penalty kicks by 
ever-reliable full back, Leigh 
Halfpenny - but Italy responded 
with two place kicks of their own 
by outside half Kris Burton, who 
also missed with a snap drop 
goal, to make the score 9-6 to 
Wales at the interval. 

A sloppy restart by Wales saw 
Burton again miss the target with 
a drop goal attempt, but Italy 
were soon put under pressure 
again; and Jonathan Davies, who 
like co-centre Jamie Roberts, had 
an otherwise muted impact on 
proceedings, gleefully scooped up 
a loose ball and strolled through 
for a try, which Halfpenny easily 
converted for a 16-6 lead. 

Eight minutes into the half, 
after Wales had made a mess of a 
lineout, embattled Italy were 
eventually able to claw back 
three points through a penalty 
kick by Burton - but this was to 
be their final scoring effort and 
Halfpenny promptly stretched 
the margin to 19-9 with a mon¬ 
ster place kick from halfway. 

With pressure resumed on the 
home scrum, it led to 
Castrogiovanni’s yellow card 
and, with nine minutes to full 
time, a comprehensive victory 
was ensured when right wing 
Alex Cuthbert cut through for 
his seventh touchdown in a Welsh 
shirt. 

Man of the match Halfpenny 
converted, to make the final 
score 26-9 and seal Wales’ 17th 
win in 20 meetings with the shell¬ 
shocked Azzurri. The collapse of 


the feared Italian scrum was just 
the first in a weekend of Six 
Nations surprises: with Grand 
Slam-hunting England being 
rocked by a suddenly rejuvenat¬ 
ed France, before benefiting from 
both myopic match officials and 
equally baffling decisions made 
by the French head coach to 
change horses in midstream, 
which ripped his team apart and 
may well have cost them victory 
on Saturday. 

Then there was Scotland’s 
stunning 12-8 win at Murrayfield 
on Sunday, despite Ireland claim¬ 
ing three-quarters of possession 
and territory! 

Not only did it finally lay bare 
Irish deficiencies that had sur¬ 
faced in the games against Wales 
and England but, amazingly, it 
has even given the unfancied 
Scots an admittedly slim hope of 
winning the championship, as 
they prepare to welcome Wales 
next week. 

Even allowing for the fact that 
performances in this year’s Six 
Nations have undoubtedly been 
adversely affected by the ele¬ 
ments to an exceptional extent, it 
is also true that the standard 
overall in the competition has 
been disappointingly low across 
all of the home countries. 

That surely cannot be a cause 
for satisfaction, with the British 
and Irish Lions’ tour to Australia 
next on the horizon, and Warren 
Gatland may yet be forced to 
‘think outside the box’, rather 
than rely on results in the tour¬ 
nament as a guide to players’ 
suitability for selection. 

It could also mean players will 
come under extra scrutiny, with a 
last chance to impress in their 
final club and regional outings! 











































